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f CBORGE WHTTEHEAD? 



i 



Concerning RICHARD DAVIESy andf fife 
Miniftry„ 



In a true and living remembrance of ths* 
©ur dear brother, ancient and faithful fervant and 
minifter of Jefus Chrift, Richard Davies,, and of that 
dear and brotherly love which remained between us,, 
and which he had to all faithful friends and brethren 
in Chrift j I am concerned to- give this brief tefti- 
mony in commemoration of him, his life, and faithful* 
gofpel miniftry. 

He was not only a profefibr of the name^ pbwef r 
and fpirit of our blefled Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, 
but alfo made a partaker of Chrift infpirir,, life, and' 
eoriverfation : a plain, meek, and- humble man*of inte- 
grity r a man fearing God,, and hating iniquity ;. a^ 
; man. fan<9afied by the Holy Spirit,, unto unfeigned 
|q andconftant love of his brethren; in Chrift*; a man* 
— ^ found in faith r in. patience, and charity ;• of a found* 
i^ mind and judgment,, being endued with' the fpirirof 
^ love. He. was a preacher of Chrift and his righteouC- 
^2 Jaefs,, in. his converfation as well as in do&rine and* 
K . a a- miniftrjy* 



I 
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iv G. Whitehead's Tejtimony 

miniftry, wherein he was exemplary to the Believers, 
&c. He was given up to ferve the truth and friends ; 
and being of a tender fpirit, did truly fympathize with 
the fufferers for the fame, and ufed his induftrious 
endeavours for their relief, where he could have an 
intereft or place with fuch as had power. 

His teftimony and miniftry was evangelical, plain, 
and found; not in words of man's wifdom, but;in 
the demonftration and plain evidence of the holy 
fpirit and power of Chrift -, being a minifter of the 
fpirit, and of the New Teftament ; the new covenant 
difpenfation, which ftands not in legal fhadows, types, 
outward figns or figures, but in the gofpel life and 
fubftance, even in Chrift Jefusj in whom all the 
fhadows, and difpenfations thereof, are ended. 

And this our dear brother having travelled through 
and beyond thofe outward difpenfations, fhadows, and 
vails ; and underftanding their ceflation, removal, 
and end, in and by Chrift Jefus, his fufferings and 
death ; and more efpecially by his inward and fpi- 
ritual appearance, difpenfation, and work in his heart 
and foul ; whereby he was made fenfible of the power 
of Chrift's refurre&ion, as being oae rifen with him ; 
"by the brightnefs and glory of whofe day, the fhadows 
naturally vanifti and flee away : as this faithful mini- 
fter of Chrift was witnefs, with many more of *his 
brethren, who were and are partakers of the inward 
and fpiritual revelation of the myftery of Chrift, and 
of the glory of his day. 

And 



nnceirnirijr Richard Bavii*.* v 

And as this gofpel mimfteV did fee and partake of 
the enduring fubftance, and end of all vanifhing Ihat- 
dowrand carnal ordinances ; he well knew, that' nei- 
ther John Y baptifm With water, nor any outward : 
waihings therewith, though once commanded, couM 
ever fan&ify, or waih the infide from fin and pollu- 
tion* or fprinkle and purify the confidence, or make 
a true Chriftian $ much lefs can fpr inkling infants, 
which God never commanded ; but Chrift's fpiritual* 
baptifm, and wafhing of regeneration by the water of ; 
life, which is the one baptifm, i. e. the baptifm of the 
fpirit*; this is the only, faving baptifm, as our faid de*. 
ceafed friend hath*tcftifiedy.. according t© holyfcrip^- 
ture. • 

He aho likewife teftified,^ that-outward- bread and- 

wine cannot feed nor nourifli the immortal foul, or 

| inward 'man, any more than the legal 'paflbver; but : 

1 only the body or outward man : but Chrift*, the living 

i hfread, the bread of Hfe, which comes down from hea- - 

I ven ; and the cup of ; ble.ffing* which he gives to hrs - 

! fpiritual communicants : he being that fpiritual meat 

and drink, > which all his fpiritual Ifrael partake of, in > 

this his, gofpel day, to their great refrefliment and* 

comfort, in the fpiritual communion, and comfortable ' 

j * fellowfhip of his Holy Spirit. And to this our "dear" 

1 friend's miniftry tended* to bring people ■■;■. that they/ 

might not reft in lifelefe fhadows, but come t& know- 

and inherit ■eternal life and fubftance 4n Chrift Jefus, - 

a$s which 4 
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.which all that truly k>ve him fhall partake of and 
poflefs. \ 

And I am fully perfuaded, that as this our dear 
and well beloved friend and brother lived and died in 
the faith, in our bleffed Lord and Saviour Jefus 
Chrift, and in* true union and communion with his 
church and people here on earth \ fo I believ^he is 
eternally bleffed, and at reft in his heavenly kingdom ; 
where all the faithful in Chrift fhall meet in ; the great 
and general aflembly of Chrift's triumphant church* 
and enjoy glorious and everlafting communion in the 
heavenly kingdom of glory and peace; which fhall be 
the bleffed .eftate and inheritance of all, who continue 
faithful in true love and unity, in the grace of God, 
while here on earth, unto the end of their days. 

• London, the *oth C* "117" 

of the Twdft* . VJ. ¥V • 

Month, i;o|; 
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A SHOtT 

TESTIMONY 

CONCERNING 

L • ' 

[ Jlfy dear and'Iovfng Father Richard Davies, whom 
\ Qbd in 'hh mercy took tohimfelf the 22d of the Firft 

I JVfontb, 1707-8.' He being about feventy-two Tears 

and deVen Months old; y 

I can. truly fey, lie was a dear and tender father 

I to me in my young years ; and as I grew up, I 

! had a fenfe of his great love and care over me ; and 

I it feized my heart fo that I often prayed to God, ' 

j that be would keep me from offending fo good a father* 

And when I was capable of travelling with him, he 

ufually totfk me along witU niiiif in his jouroies tb 

London and etfe where i many were the good oppor- 

# tunijies that we had in travelling together, and vifib- 

> ing friends at their meetings. 

And as* his care Was to me, fo was it over mine 
alfo, which makes our loft the greater; but I am 
! fatisfied it is his great gain. Oh ! how often and 
fervent would he pray to the Almighty, that his 
children might become the children of the Lord, and 
that he might keep us from the allurements and de- 
filements of this wicked world ; and we hope the 
Lord will anfwer his petitions on our behalf. 



via" Tace Enddn, her Tejthnony y fie;. 

My dear father was ferviceable to moft' forts 1 of 
people r .rich and poor, in the country where he lived,- 
and in other places. He- was ready *to give his ad- 
vice and counfel freely, both in things relating to the- 1 
law and the gofpef; and he had much place and in- 
tereft with feveral great perfons* and.what he request- 
ed of them, was generally granted, him. And ^ may 
lay it .teethe praife of. the Lord, he was, well refpe&ed 
by moft forts of people, and a lofs of him is known j 
amongft them* 

He Was c very Teadjr to fcrve the widow and father- 
lekf. in what lay in his power \ and many were his * 
labours and travels of We: but now he is ceafed 
from them all, and I cjueftion not but he is gone to - 
his eternal reft with God for ever. It is my defire, , 
tbat we may prize, the. gi-eat g0odnefs and loving^- 
fkindae(s*<of the Jiord, rnritpari»g^o£hira fo long unto 
-us, . for he had be?n but a. weakly maa. in body thefc - 
late years. 

, About the tenth month* i688j ; my dear father was * 
very fick and -weak, fo that moft that faw him » 
thought he would not recover; /but the Lord, in hU 
tender mercy, fo ordered that our dear friends Robert 
Barrow, and Robert Haydock, came into thefe parts 
.to vifit friends ;, and they came to our-houfe atWelclv- 
Pool, and had a meeting there ; .and « as they were * 
parting with my father, ^hey had it in their hearts to • 
pray, and they, earnefty interceded with the. Lord, , 
That it might Jland good with his willy to /pare him > 
again unto us; for we were then a forrowfiil family. „ 

Afterwards 



concerning her Father Richard Davies. ix 

Afterwards, I remember very well, Robert Barrow 
fpoke, and faid to my father, Dear Ricbardy tb$u art 
.a very weak man in the fight ofthofe that fee thee y and 
not likely to live many hourly as to the natural marts 
thinking ; but the Lord has given it me at this time to 
J>elieve y I Jhall fee thee at our next yearly-meeting at 
London. When I heard tkefe words it was joyful 
news to me, and it proved very true ; the Lord in 
his wonderful mercy and loving-kindnefs, reftored 
him to his health, and next fpring he went to the 
| yearly-meeting at London, where alfo Robert Barrow 
| Was, and glad to fee my father there. This was all 
| the Lord's doings, and his works they are marvellous 

in dur eyes* 
[ Much might be (aid % but my defire is, that as oar 

ancient friends, fathers and mothers in Ifrael, have 
| .borne the burthen in the heat of the day, through 
many tribulations and aifii&ions, and now have reded 
from their labours, and their works follow them, and 
their memorial is blejfedfor evermore 5. fo we alfb who 
are left, rriay walk in the fcotfteps of the flock, and 
' tread in the path they have trod in. It is, as to the 
outward, an eafy way now, to what our ancients had* 
but the adverfary of our immortal fouls is the fame,. 
i he is unwearied | therefore we ought to be very care- 
ful, and double our diligence, to be fober and watch- 
I ful, and cry inceffantly to the Lord God of our 
: fathers,, that he may be our God, and enable us ta 
walk worthy of all his mercies and. bleifings every 
way, for they are many* 

Now 



X Ta c$ Endon> her Teftimony y Sec* 

Now I {hall give fome account of my dear father** 
departure* He was taken ill* on the fixth day of the 
week, being the 19th of the firft month, 1707-8. On 
firft day following, he fent for fome friends of Dolo* 
bran meeting, and feveral of them came to him, and 
had a meeting with him in his bed-chamber y he de»- 
fired friends to pray to the Lord, Thai he might have 
an eafy paffage ; adding, That the fervent prayers 
•fthe righteous , the Lord would have a regard unto* 
And his time being come, he departed this life, as 
it were in a fleep, it being about the ninth hour in 
the forenoon, the 22d of the firft month* 1707-8* 
On the 25th following, his body was accompanied 
with a confiderable number of friends and people, to 
the burying place, near hfs own houfe x at Cloddkco~ 
cbion, and there decently interred* 

And now it is my defire, that all of us who have 
had fuch good examples by our parents, may follow 
them in purity and holinefs ; fo that we may be fuch 
good patterns to our offspring, that when we lay 
down our heads, and leave this natural life* they may. 
'. have caufe to praife and glorify the Lord on- our ac- 
count, as many of us can fay, we have had for our 
worthy parents that are* gone* And if. we continue in. 
well-doing, and in the fear of the Lord, there is no* 
queftion but we fliall die in his fevour, which I defire. 
may be. the lot of the whole: heritage of God« 

Momfi, 1708. 

A, TESTIS 



TESTIMONY 

FROM 

Friends and Brethren of the S^uarterly-Meeting from 
Mmtgomeryjhire, Sbropjhire^ and MerionetbJbire y held 
at Dolobran in Montgomery/hire, the 2$tb of the 
Eleventh Months 1768, concerning our ancient, 
honourable Friend and Elder, Richard Davie*. 

He was one of the firft of friends in thefe parts, 
who received the blefled truth in the love of it; 
and he laboured much in the morning and heat of 
the day- 
He and his wife were very hearty, loving, and 
ready to entertain friends, their hearts and houfe 
being very open in that refpe& ; and they were very 
helpful and ferviceable to friends in this country, who 
were prifoners on truth's account in Welch Pool, the 
place where they then lived, when there were but few 
other friends of ability to affift them ; until the Lord 
raifed up feveral eminent inftrumcnts in thefe parts, 
who were very ferviceable with them. 

Our faid friend was wife and prudent. He had a 
good underftanding and capacity ; a man of great 
experience 5 and was very willing to advife and 
cotmfel any in things relating to the gofpel, and alio 
to outward affairs. 

And 
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And as he was difcreet i$ his condu& among meH 
the Lord gave him great place and favour withfeveral 
perfons of note, with whom he had often good fervice 
for truth and friends. 

. The Lord bleffed him with a good gift in the 
miniftry, and he was made an able minifter of the 
gofpel ; found in judgment, and well received by 
moil people who heard him. 

He travelled pretty much in divers parts on truth's 
fervice, efpecially in his younger years $ and had good 
fervice in many places where his lot was caft, both 
at home and abroad. He was often at London, where 
he was well efteemed by many of our elders and 
brethren. 

He lived to a good old age, and was favoured with 
a fhort ficknefs at lafh Some of us were with him 
the day before his departure ; he feemed fenfible that 
his end was near approaching, and appeared as one 
that was waiting for the fame. He departed this 
life the 22d of the firft month, 1707-8, ia the 73d 
year of his age ; and we believe he is at reft with the 
Lord, together with many more of the faithful foU 
lowers of the Lamb. 

We fhall not enlarge much farther but refer to 
the enfuing account of his &ba*ir% travels and fer- 
vices for truth and friends on fevecal occafioas, which 
contains a -general relation of the moft remarkable 
pccqrrenpes and JwJTagesof his life, which W& written 
by himfelf not long before his deceit 

And 
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And we earneftly defire that all, who make pro- 
feffion of the glorious truth with us, may really know 
a working out of their falvation with fear and trembling ; 
and that they may faithfully improve their talents in 
their age and time, and truly follow the examples of 
.the faithful elders and fervants of the Lord in all 
things wherein they followed Chrift, that we may 
give our account at laft with joy, and receive an 
eternal reward with the faithful children of the Lord, 
when time in this world to us will be no more. 

So, BleJJed are the dead which die in the Lord, from 
henceforth ; yea, faith the fpirit, that they may reff 
from thtir labours, and their zvorks do folloiv thern^ 
Rev. xiv'. 13. 

Signed on bejialf of the faid meeting, by us, 



Charles Lloyd, 
Owen Roberts, 
Rowland Owen, 
William Reynolds, 
Robert Vaughan, 
Humphry Owen, 
Robert Griffithes, 
Jacob Endon, 
John Simpfon, 
Owen Lewis, 
Tho.Cadwalader, 
Richard Lewis, 
John Richards, 
Ellis Lewis 



William Ofborn, 
Thomas Oliver, 
Jofeph Davies, 
Richard Evans, 
Edward Ellis, 
William Soley, 
Richard Bembow, 
Griffith Owen 
Richard Ruff, 
John Roberts, 
Julius Palmer, 
JohnKelfall, 
Amos Davies* 
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TESTIMONY 
ROWLAND OWEN) 

CONCERNING 

His dear Friend Richard Dayies, of C/oMtco- 
chion*) lately deceafed? 

A weighty confideration came upon my mind, 
in a fenfe how the Almighty God, in his unfpeak- 
able and unfearchable wifdom, who difcerneth the 
ftates and conditions of the fons and daughters of 
men, maketh choice of fome, and calleth them from 
among their neighbours and relations, to be fervice- 
able unto him ; amongft whom our . dear friend 
Richard Davies was called early, in the. day of God's 
vifitation, to ferye him, and he gave up in obedience 
to the Lord, and took up the crofe in a. time of great 
perfecution, *&C. 

The Lord made hfm willing and obedient, in thofe 
days, to go abroad with a< public teftimony for the 
truth, and moved him to come to our country of 
Meriouethfliire, when fotne of us were very young 
in years ; and it pleafed the Lord to make him instru- 
mental in his hand to bring glad tidings to our ears, 
and his teftimony was fweet and comfortable^ to the 
edifying and tendering of our hearts and fouls ; many 
of us loved him exceedingly) and that love remained 

between 
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between him and us till the tnd of his days. He was 
tender and careful tf> us, and a nouriflier and ftrength- 
ener of fome of us in our fpiritual exercifes, and was 
( ready to affift thfe weak and feeble, and willing to 
give a helping hand* counfel and admonition to 
friends, and others, that hid any defires to ferve the 
Lord. ; 

. O the wonderful wifdoiti and love of God ! who 
.called him, and many others in thofe days, and pre- 
pared and qualified them foi* the great work he had to 
do, and ftrengthened them to tread the Way before 
US) that were weak and feeble. O hoW ftrong* boid 
and valiant instruments did the Lord God prepare to 
begin to ftrike at the grtat image of pride, haaghti- 
nefs, &c. that was then, and yet is in the world ! 
Indeed their memorial is worthy to be recdrded, that 
ages yet to come might fee what tht Lord hath done 
for his faithful ones, who gave up their lives, and all 
they had, on truth's account. 

I was acquainted with our faid friend for about 
forty years, and I cin fay of a truth, thkt his fervice 
Was great in the church of Chrift, efpecially in times 
*>i perfection j lie having much intereft with the 
Jtagiftrates, and thefti in authority iil thofe days. And 
fck houfe was very open t6 entertain friemds, to the 
Utrhtfft of his ability ; and the Lord Meflfcd him. 

The Lord, out of his treafure of grace, eminently 

iftdued him to bear a (bund and feafonable teftimonyj 

when great affemblies and multitudes of people were 

' ft £ gathered 
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gathered together ; and he had a fkilful hand to ad- 
niinifter unto them the way of truth, and to open it to 
their underftandings \ which many times gave them 
great fatisfaiiion, and they were made to fpeak well 
of truth and-its followers. O the deep fenfe that re- 
mains upon me, of the great want we have of the 
fervice of fuch as he was ! The Lord, who in his 
mercy qualified and fitted him, is able to prepare and 
raife up other faithful labourers. 

It affecls .me, when I remember his gravity and grey 
hairs, his manly prefence, and lovely countenance, 
efpecially when he flood up in a meeting. Now he 
hath finifhed his courfe, and, I believe, hath done his . 
day's work, and is gone to his eternal reft? 

Much more might be faid on his behalf, but I defire 
that none may miftake me, I am not giving honour to 
man, that is hut duft and afhes \ but that all might 
fee how Almighty God doth beftow his fpiritual gifts 
upon thofe that he requireth fervice at their hands* 
And it is our duty, as our Saviour Jefus Chrift 
advifed his beloved difciples, To pray to the Lord of 
the harveft (which harveft is great) that he would 
find forth more faithful labourer* into his harvejl, ,that 
mankind might be gathered into the inward pofleflion 
and fubftance of Chriftianity* which many outwardly, 
profefs ; that the God of all our mercies, and his be- 
loved Son Jefus Chrift^ may have all the glory and 
thankfgiving, to whom it belongs, not only now, but 
henceforth for ever and for evermore. Amen. 

ROWLAND OWEN. 



AW 

ACCOUNT 

or TBS 

CONVINCEMENT, EXERCISES, SERVICES. 
ahb TRAVELS* 

t Of that Ancient Servant of the Lord, 

RICH ARD DAVIE S. 

| WAS borri In the year 1G35, in the town of 
Welch- fool, in Montgomeryshire, in North 
Wales, of honeft parents, that had a fmall eftate 
there : 1 was brought up in a little learning, and in 
the religipn and difcipline of the church of England* 
When I came to be about twelve or thirteen years of 
age, the Lord put his fear in my heart, that I came 
to a confideration, If I Jbould die what would become 
of my foul y if I lived after the way that fome of my 
companion* did: and if came into my heart to leave 
them ; and t was inclined to go and hear fermons, 
and followed the beft of thofe fort of people^ that I 
did believe feared the LoFd, which I then thought 
were the Independent people ; efpeeially one Vavafor 
Powell* who was a very zealous man in his day and 
B.3 time^ 



( 2 ) 

time ; he took much pains and labour to gather 4 
people into that perfuafion, and many were gathered 
in thefe parts to that way ; and I followed them from 
one parifh to another, and from one. meeting to ano- 
ther, writing their fermons, and in time I came to 
repeat them to the people ; and there, being exercifed 
in the hiftorrcal part of the fcriptures, I could fpeak 
and talk of them, fo that thofe people came to fpeak 
well of me, and this did not a little puff me up; fb 
that I was not fo ferious, as I (hbuld have been,, to. 
get eternal life by Chrift Jefus, who is the life him- 
felf, who laid to the Jews* John v. 39*, 40. Search^ 
or ye fear cb the fcriptures^ for in them ye think to have 
eternal life^ and they are they which tejiify of me : and 
ye will not come to rite*) thai ye might have life. 

We were diligent; in fearchirig the fcriptures, which 
was good iri its place ; but the main matter and fub- 
ftance of pure religion, is the enjoyment of eternal 
life to the foul from Chrift. 

About the fourteenth year of my age, my father 
intended to put me apprentice to a fhop- keeper, where 
I was for a trial : but I faw that the converfation of 
my intended matter was not right, and that the fear 
of the Lof d was not there. I was afraid, if I fhould 
continue there, that the little love and zeal I had to 
God and goodnefs, would be choaked and quenched 
in me, and the love ahd pleafure of the world would 
get up again, fo I fhould be in danger of growing 
worfe than ever j and being under thefe ferious 

coafider r 
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confideratidns, I heartily prayed to God with tender? 
Aefs and tears, what he put in my heart to pray for, 
viz. That I might be. delivered from that place where t 
was intended to be bound an apprentice^ and that I might 
fpend my time with and amongjl them that feared thi 
Lora\ and thought upon his name ; and the Lord heard 
my prayers, and in a little time I was fent for away 
from that place. 

After this I ftaid at home fome time, and continued 
in that little well-doing I had known*, keeping com* 
pany with fbber and honeft people $. I delighted to read 
the fcripfureS} and to go- to the Independent meetings* 
And after fome time, I heard of a, man. that profeffed 
the fame religion, who was very zealous for a time 
in going to meeting, and performing that which we call 
family duties, and there, with the confent of my pa- 
rents, I bound myfelf an apprentice to him, whofe 
name was Evan Jones, a felt-maker, in the parifh of 
Llanfair, in Montgomeryfhire j and we went together 
to meetings, I writing and repeating fermons, and 
performing that cuftom that was among us, in pray- 
ing in our owa will and time, till we were become fo 
dead and formal, carnal and airy, many loofe words 
and actions growing up amongft us, that I was gone 
©ut of conceit with myfelf, and our formal religion ; 
there being fomething in me that reproved me for my 
vanity; and when I arofe from my prayers, being 
fome time in a weighty ponderous condition, I faw 
that there was fomething that gave me no true peace 

nor 
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nor comfort inwardly to my fori, beowfe there rt- 
. mained a fccret pride and felf»exaItation in moft t if 
not ail, our forma) performances* 

In this ftaee and condition I knew not what to do; 
When neither writing, repeating fermoro, reading of 
the fcriptures* and other good book*, and foittetimes 
expounding of them to the beft of my underftaftding, 
afforded me any comfort, I was at a k>6, and knew: 
not what way to take? that I might have peace and 
comfort in my performances* Hitherto 1 knew not 
the Holy Spirit of the Lord, as I ought to have done* 
to be my leader and guide into aU things that were 
JMce&ry to my eternal AtaRion* 

Upon a certain time we had a meeting at Hugh 
Darkfs, a tenant of Charles Lloy'd*, of Dolobran* 
where one of our Independane teachers* who- was a 
great fcriptumn, was preaching* and I writ after 
him ; and in his fertnen he &id* The time would cm* 
&at there would be m need ef the fcript*tei) any mere 
than another booii atwhidi I *ery much ftumftled £ 
and after the meeting I afted him> JVben would that ' 
time he? He feid, when: Ae Lord would make a 
new covenant with h» people* as- is Hi in Jeremiah, 
xeri. 3$, 34./*»tf make a new covenant with the 
houf* of IJratl $ after theft day*? faith tht Lardy I wilt 
put my law in their irtuoctrd parity and write it in 
their hearts, and will he their God> and they Jbail be 
my people* And they Jhall tell no more roefy man hit 
tieigbboury and every mm his brotber 7 Joying, Know 

the 
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the Lord ; for they /hall all know me, from the leaf! of 
them to the great eft of them, faith the Lord', for 1 will 
forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their fin no 
more. It feems that he knew not that day come 
then, though he was a great preacher. I thought it? 
would then be a happy day, when God would be the 
teacher of his people himfelf 5 that we need not teach 
every man his neighbour, or his brother, faying, Know, 
ye the Lord; but that we fhould all know him, from 
the lead to the greateft. This day we knew not 
then, for all our preaching and long prayers :, though? 
the Lord did then beget true hungerings and thirfl> 
ings in our fouls after him. We had great love and 
zeal, and defired the knowledge of the truth, as- it 
was in Jefus. Sometime I have faid, this was but 
like Jacob's dream, when he awoke and faid, Surely 
the Lord is in this place, and I knew it not. And in- 
deed we knew not the Lord, as we ought to havd 
done j namely, by his light, grace, and fpirit (hjning 
in our hearts, to give us the light of the knowledge 
©f the Son of God, whrch knowledge keeps a man 
meek and humble ; and fuch are not puffed up in 21 
vain mind, to feek after thofe things that are too high 
for them, as too many are climbiiig up that way, whicb 
is not the way to God the Father ; the way to the' 
Father it the way of holinefs ami purity, and humility > 
without which no man fhall fee the Lord* nor enjoy 
his prefence to their comfort. 

About 
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About this time, being in the year 1656, oar mini* 
fters told us, that (here was a fort of people come up 
in the north, called Quakers, that were a people of 
a ftrange pofture and principles : faying) that it was 
the J aft days and times that Chrift (poke of in the 
xxtvth of Matthew, Many ftmll come in my namej and 
deceive many*, ver.- 5. for there Jbatt arife falfe chrifisj 
and falfe propbetsj and Jhall Jhew great figns andwdn~ 
ders) infomuch that> if it were poffibie> they Jhall deceive 
the very cleft. This fort of people called Quakers, 
were much preached againft; they told us they 
were the falfe prophets, &c. that they denied the 
fcriptures, and all ordinances, and alfo denied the 
very Chrift that bought than. They were repre- 
fented to us to be fuch a dangerous fort of people, that 
we were afraid of any who had the name of a Quaker, 
left we fhoald be deceived by them. Hitherto they 
bad not been in thefe parts of the country, neither 
did we know what were the principles held out by 
themfejves ; but only fuch as were reported, though 
felfly, unto us by our preachers and others ; which 
kept us in bliqdnefs, and from making further in- 
quiry, and trying all tbings y and holding fafi that 
which is good, according to the apoftle's advice, 1 
Thef* v. 2.1. 

. Now about the year 1657, there came a poor man 
in a mean habit to my mafter's houfe, named Morgan 
Evan, of South- Wales : he had met with the people 
called Quakers in his travels, and was convinced of 

the 
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, fee truth. This poor nun difcouHed with my mailer 

! about the principles of truth, and I being in the (hop 

about my calling, ray miftrefc came and faid, Why do 

yw not go out to help yoyr mafter ? for there is a Quaker 

ot the deor that h*th put him tofilence. I hearing this, 

made hafts, and took my bible under my arm, and 

put on what courage I could to difpute with that poor 

mm y hut he proved too hard for us all j when I went 

to them, they were upon the words Thee, and Thou ; 

but I very peremptorily afted him, What command 

he had to fpeak Thee and Thau \ for I did acknow- 

| ledge to him, that it was the language of God to 

1 Adam, and the language of the fcripture ; but, faid I, 

1 that is not enough for us now in this day, we mud have 

| a command for it. To which he anfwered, Hold f aft 

the form of found words* which thou haft heard of me* 

I aflced him, Whether that was fcripture ; he alked 

me, Whether! would deny it ; I told him, he was to 

prqve it. Then he took the bible out of my hand, 

and he turned to % Tim* i. 13, whkh he read, and 

told me, that. Haldfaft there, was a command-; 

which I knew very well, both the fcripture and the 

: command : but to prove him further, I defired him 

to read a little more of that chapter, both backward 

and forward, which he freely did^ and alked me, Why 

I did require that <f him? I told him, that We heard 

the Quakers denied the, fcripture, and that they would 

not read. them. He faid. There was many fe^e re* 

"ports of them* And truly when he read the fcripture 

f» 
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To readily, I concluded in myfelf, that what was re* 
~ ported of them was not true ; and he faw that he had 
'reached to the witnefs of God in me. Then he ex- 
horted me to take heed to that light that {hined in my 
■heart, and did fhew me my vain thoughts, and reprove 
me in fecret for every idle word and a&ion ; faying, 
That that was the true light, that UghUth ruery man 
'that cometh into the world ; and in that, light, I (hould 
■fee more light,* and that would open the fcriptures to 
•me, and that I fhould receive a meafure of the fame 
fpirit that gave them forth ; and further, he told me, 
It was the morefure word of prophecy, unto which I did 
<well, if I took heed as unto a light that Jhineth in a dark 
place, until the day dawn, and the day-Jlar arife in your 
hearts, 2 Peter i. 19. And he fpoke much of the 
inward work, and the operation of God's Holy Spirit 
upon the foul; recommending- me to the Grnctof* 
God, that hringeth falvation, teaching us, that denying 
^ungodlinefs and worldly lujls, we Jhculd live foherly, 
righteoujly and godly in this prefent world, Tit. ii. 11, 
**I2. And fo he departed from our houfe, and I fet 
-him a little along on his way. 

Now when I came back from him, the confidera- 
♦tion of his words took faft hold on me, that I could 
not go from under them ; and the more I waited in ! 
that light that he recommended me to, the more my 
former peace, and that in which I formerjy, took 
•comfort in, was broken; and herein! came to fee, 
that our former building could not Aand, for we built 

upon' 
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upon that which the apoftle called wood, hay, and 

Jiubble. Here I came to a lofs of ail my former know- 
ledge; and my former performances proved but a 
fandy foundation. Then I did, with much humility 
and poverty of fpirit, beg of Almighty God, that I 
might build upon that rock, that the true church of 
Chrift was built upon, that the gates of hell might 
not prevail againft me. 

But for all this, I was yet afraid of being deceived 
by the Quakers ; yet where to go outwardly for ad- 
vice and counfel I knew not. For I faw that my 
former teachers were upon a fandy foundation. So I 

. defired that the God of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, 
would be my Teacher and Inftru&or ; for I believed 
, that the prophecy of the prophets would be fulfilled, 
and that the Lord would make a new covenant with 
his people now, as he did promife by the mouth of the 
prophet Jeremiah xxxi. 31, 32, 33, 34. Behold, the 
days come r faith the Lord, that I will make a new cove- 
nant with the houfe of Ifrael, and with the hotife of 
fudah ; not according to the covenant that I made with 

• their fathers, in the day that I took them by the hand to 
bring them out of the land of Egypt, which my covenant' 
they brake, although I was an hufiand unto them^ faith 
the Lord : but this fhall be the covenant that I will 
make with the houfe of IfraeL After thofe days y faith 

. the Lora\ I will put my laxv in their inward parts, and 

write it in their hearts, and will be their God\ and they 

Jball be my people* And they Jhall teach no more every 

C man 
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man his neighbour? and every man his brother? faying, 
•Know ye the Lord : for they Jhall *ll know me y from 
sthe leaft of them, unto the gttateft of them, faith the 
-Lord : for I will forgi&e * their iniquity? and I will 
remember their fin no more. 

Tfacfe a*id the like precious promifes I was made 
willing to take hold on, and waited for the fulfilling 
of them in myfelf, and of that which Chrift &id to the 
Jews, John vi. 45. It is written in. the prophets, Jnd 
-they jhall he all taught of -God* Everyman therefore 
s that hath heard? and hath learned of ihe Father, cometh 
unto me. He that cometh unto Chrift Jefus the Light, 
that lighteth every man that cometh into the world, 
though their fins and their iniquities be great, they 
ihall in no wife be caft out. And it is faid, And all 
thy children Jhall be taught of the Lord? and great Jhall 
•&e the peace of thy children? Ifaiah liv* 13. 

When I came to know a little of .the teachings of 
the Lord, I took my leave of all my former formal 
teachers, and many times went to the woods and ' 
vother by-places, where none might fee me, to wait 
upon the Lord, where I was much broken, and ten- 
dered by the power of God, And though I did be- 
gin to fee a little of myfelf, and fomething of the 
gaodnefs of God, yet ft ill I was afraid of being de- 
- ceived, for I had read and heard that Satan himfelf is 
transformed into an angel of light? 2 Gon xi. ,14. 
. And left this man fliould be as the fame apoftle feid, 
inver. 13. For fuch are falfeapojlles^ deceitful workers? 

transforming 
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transforming themfehm into 'the apoJHes of Ckrifi* 
t defined of the Lord that I might fee this, poor mare 
©nee again, for I knew not where to fee the face of 
any called a Friend j. and, it pjeafed God that he 
came again that way, and I defired of my matter and; 
miftnefs to give him lodging* and. that he might be* 
with Jiie, tao which they consented. Then I, queried 
of him their way of worifaip, and concerning thofe 
two great ordinances,, fo called,, that we fo much? 
relied upon, viz. the Bready and TVine? and Baptlfm r 
and the' Scripture^ to know what; was their judgment 
of the in * y to which he gave me feme fatisfa<5tion- In- 
to* morning. I parted with Jhim, and to the belt of my 
knowledge, I few him no more for feveraj years after. 
In all this time I ftill kept my retirement in tliQ 
wood, or fome other private place ; and there in my 
Waiting? I defired of the Lord, that I might be farther 
fotisfiedby himfelf, as to thofe things ; ftr&, Wh>ethej? 
the fcriptures were the word of God* as was faid and 
preached unto us they were, and the way to life and 
felvatiioa ? Then th* firft chapter of Joha came 
under my ferious confideration in my. meditation, 
which feid, In the beginning was the wordy and the 
word was with Goa\ and the word was Gad> the 
fame was in the beginning with GW. Ail things 
were made by him, and without him* was not any 
thing made that was made. In him was life y and 
the life was the light of men i and the light 
Jhineth in darknefsj and the darknefs comprehended 
c 2 it 



it not. I confidered that the word was in the begin- 
ning with God the Father, and that no part of the 
fcriptures were written until Mofes, who we under- 
ftand was the firft writer of thofe fcriptures we have j 
the apoftle tells us here, that the law was given by 
Mofes, but grace and truth came by Jefus Chrift : in 
this word there was life j Paul tells us, that the letter 
killeth, but the Spirit giveth life', now this life is the 
light of men, and the word was before the fcriptures 
were written. By this we may fee the word of God 
is Chrift Jefus, that was with the Father before the 
world began, without him there was not any thing 
made that was made* The hiftory that Mofes gives 
us, is faid to be written about 3000 years after 
the creation of the world, therefore the fcriptures 
cannot properly be the word of God. 

I, with many more, was under that miftake that 
the Jews were in, who thought they might have 
eternal life in the fcriptures ; Chrift faith, John v. 
39. Search, or ye fearch, the fcriptures, for in them 
ye think ye have eternal life, and they are they which 
tejlify of me 5 and ye will not come to me that ye might 
have life. As he is the life, fo he is the way to the 
Father j I am the way, and the truth, and the life: ns 
man cometh unto the Father but by me, John xiv. 6. 
As for the fcriptures, I was a great lover, and a great 
reader of them, and took great pleafure in fearching 
of them, thinking that would make me wife unto 
falvation, as Paul faid to Timothy, And that from a 
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ihild thou baft known the fcriptures, which are able U 
make thee wife unto fahation, through faith, which is 
in Chrift Jefus, 2 Tim. iii. 15. This main thing 
was wanting ; the true and faving faith ; which is, 
the gift of God. // is by grace we are faved through 
faith ^ not of cur/elves, it is the gift of God, Eph. ii. 8. 
So it is the grace of God that brings falvation, and 
not the bare hiftorical knowledge of the fcriptures.. 
Too many take a great deal of pride in a literal 
knowledge of them ; feme for their gain and profit ; 
others take pleafure in them, by wrefting them to 
vindicate their falfe and erroneous opinions, that 
gender to ftrife and contention, and take little or no 
notice of that meek, holy, and lovely fpirit of life that 
gave them forth, for they are of no private interpret 
tation ; but holy men of God fpake them as they' were 
moved by the Holy Ghoft, 2 Pet. i. 20, 21. 

Men may have. a great literal knowledge of the 
fcriptures, and yet remain in error, becaufe they 
know them not, as they ought to do, nor the power 
that was in the holy men that gave them forth > fo I 
may fay," as Chrift faid to the Jews, You err^not 
knowing the fcriptures^ nor the power of God, Mat. 
acxii. 29. So that which gives the trtje knowledge 
of God,. and a right understanding of the fcriptures 
is the power of God ; and I may fay with the ar jftle, 
For God, who commanded tht light tojhine o:.i of dark* 
nefs, hath Jhinedin our hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God, in the fane of Jefus 
C3, Chrift^ 
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Ckrift) 2 Cor. iv. 6. And as men arid women come 
to mind this light, that is, the Spirit of God, and to 
obey it, they {hall come to the comfort of the fcrip- 
tures, as the fame apoftld fays, For whatfoever things 
were written aforetime^ were written for our learning ; 
that we through patience and comfort of the fcriptureSy 
might have hope y Rom. xv. 4. 

. And being under a ferious confideration of what 
I read in the fcripture, believing the Spirit of* the 
Lord to be the interpreter thereof ; thofe great myfte- 
ries that were hid from ages and generations, and are 
hid now in this our age from many, are come to be 
revealed by the Spirit of God, and if they would have 
comfort in reading the fcriptures, they muft wait in 
that meafure of the fpirit, which God hath given 
them, which is the only key that opens them to the 
uhderftanding of thofe that are truly confcientious in 
the reading of them ; and though I read them formerly, 
as many do now, without a true fenfe and a due 
conuderatiotv ye* now I can blefs God for them, and 
have a great comfort in the reading of them ; they 
being no more as a fealed book unto me, and. many 
more, who wait for the affiftance of God's* holy Spirit, 
in all their duties and performances that the Lord re- 
quires of them, for without him we know that we 
can do nothing that is pleafiog untb him : though 
formerly we ran, in our own time and wills, to 
preach and pray, not having fuch a due regard to the 
leading and moving of the Spirit of the Lord y yet, I 
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Heft God, it is not fp now. Many times, when I did 
a rife from my knees in a formal way of prayer, a 
reproof was very near me, Who required this at thy 
hands? It is /parks of thy own kindling. I was afraid 
that I fhould lie down inforrowj as was faid to fome 
by the Lord, in Ifaiah 1. n* 

But as to this head* I (haU briefly conclude, though 
much more might be faid to the honour of the holy 
fcriptiires % but this is my deftre, that they that read 
them, may come to that which will give them a right 
under Handing thereof : • For there is a fpirit in mans 
and the infpiration of the Mmighty giveth them under* 
Jandingy Job xxxii. 8. 

Then, as concerning water baptifin, which I had 
under confideration, though I was no admirer of it* 
being not of the perfuailon of re-baptizing. Thofc 
that were Independents, were not fo much at firft for 
re-baptizing j but afterward it prevailed more among 
them in thefe parts, when one Henry Jefly came 
here-aways. And about that time it was,, that I 
came from among them.. . 

I had much reafoning, and various conciliations in 
my mind concerning this, and the bread and wine* v 
And when I was fatisfied as to thofe weighty con?, 
cerns, I thought I might reft there* and keep my old 
cuftoms and fafhions, and language ; but that would 
not do, I had no peace therein ; God mewed- me thq 
cuftoms of the nation were vain, and our language 
not according to the language of God's people, re-? 
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corded 1 fn the fcripturcs of truth. So I made a con- 
fcicntious fearch into this matter alfo: — where * 
found the great Creator of heaven and earth, who by 
the word of his power made all things therein, 
created man in his own image, In the image of God 
created he him : male and female created he them. And 
God hleffed them, and gave, them dominion over all 
things that he had created on the earth ; and Adam 
gave names to them.. And God took him, and put him 
in the garden of Eden, to drefs it and to keep it. And 
the Lord commanded the many faying. Of every tree of 
the garden thou mayft freely eat. Gen. ii. 15, i6 # 
Tl|is is the firft Thou to man, that I read of in the 
fcrfpturej and the great Creator faid, Everything 
that he had made was very good, Qen. i. 31. and his 
language to man was very good and pure. Then^ 
again, when Adam tranfgreued the law and com- 
mandment of God, the Lord called unto Adam, and 
faid unto him, IVhere art thorn ? And he faid, / heard 
thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, hecaufe I was 
naked, , Gen. iii. 9, 10. Here was the language of 
God to man, and the language of man to God, And 
in the fearching of the fcriptures, I found that all the 
holy men of God ufed that language, and Chrift 
taught his difciples to pray in. that language; Our 
Father, which art in heaven, hallmvtd be thy name, thy. 
kingdom come, thy will he done in earth as it is in hea~ - 
ven, Mat. vi. And withal, I knew a little grammar, 
and how that it was improper to fey vos [youj'to one 
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fingle perfon, inftead of tu [thou]. And though the 
learned in our nation fpoke it, yet I thought* Chrif- 
tians fhould not ufe it, but fhould take the Spirit of 
God, according to the fcripture, to be their rule, 
and not to follow the confufed language of the Hea- 
thens ; for the Lord, by the mouth of his prophet, 
commanded his people, Learn not the way of the 
Heathen^ for the cujioms of the people are vain^ Jer. x. 
2, 3. I alfo believed, that the Lord would return to 
h« people a pure language in thefe days, as was 
promifed in the days of old concerning Ifrael : them 
when they returned to the Lord, he would bring 
them out of their captivity : For thert y faith the 
Lord, will I turn to the people a pure language^ that 
they may all cell upon the name of the Lord tojerve him 
with one confent, Zeph. iii. 9. 

Thus I Was confcientioufly concerned to fpeak the 
pure language of Thee and Thou to every one, without 
refpeft of perfons, which was a great croft to me, 
though it feems to fome but as a weak and foolifh 
thing, yet when the Lord lays the neceflity of fpeak- 
ing the truth to all, in that language that God and 
all his fervants ufed, it comes to be of a greater, 
weight than many. light airy people think it is. The 
fajings of Chrift came to my mind, when he faid, 
Whomever will he my difciple^ let him deny him/elf and 
take up his crofs daily y and follow me y Luke ix. 23. 
He doth not fay he Jhould do it> but let him do /f, 
imperatively $ which was a command, viz. That we 
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fhould- deny ourfehesy and follow hint: fee alfb Mat. 
xvi. 24. And moreover it is faid, He that ta&tb 
not his crofs? and fotlowetb after me 9 is not worthy of 
me> Mat. x. 38. 

This necefiity being laid upon me, I fpoke to my 

matter in that dialed * y he was not offended at it, be- 

caufe he was convinced of the truth of it, and that 

it ought to be fpoken to every one ; b»t when I gave 

it to my- miftrefs, fee took a ftick and gave me fuch 

a blow upon my bare head, that made it fwell and fore 

for a conftdercible time ; fhe was fo difturbed at it, 

that fhe fwote Jhe would kill me y though Jh& JhouU be 

hanged* for me 5 the enemy had fo poflb&dher, that 

flie was quite out of order j. though* beforetime flie 

very fekJom', if ever, gave rrwf an angry word* Bat 

Lconfidered, that the enmity was between the two 

feeds* arid tb'at that whkh was hrn after the fiejh r 

did perfecute him that is horn after tbefpirit. I being 

well fatisfiejl of the truth in myfeff, remembered 

Ckrift's words* He that hveth father or mother more 

than nie y is not worthy of me y ami he that hveth fit 

$r daughter more than me, is not worthy of me ; and he 

thatfindeth his life f flmll lofe it v and he that lofeth his 

life for my fake, Jhall find it, Mat. x. 37. 39, * 

The Almighty God put it in my heart to confider 

the coft, and that through tribulation I was to enter 

the kingdom of heaven ; and 1 was faithful in this 

teftimofty that I had to bear. I was much encouraged 

to go on in that ftrait and narrow way, that God 
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Jfeewed me I .was to walk in. I alio confideted the 
filing of Chrift, Wbefoever jdoth not bear his crofs^ 
and tome -after me, cannot be . my difciple. Again, Which 
of you intending to build a tower*, fitteth not down firft 
•and countetb the toft, whither he hath fufficient tofinifh 
it? Left haply after he hath laid the foundation,. and is 
$ot Me tofinifh it, all that heboid it begin to mock him, 
faying, This man began to 'build, but was net able te 
finifh, Luke xiv. 27, a8, 29, 30. 

This consideration was weighty with me, left I 
ihould begia to take up the crofs, and to walk in this 
way, and > ihould not be able to hold out to the end; 
firft, becaufe of the temptation .of &tan, the loft of 
the flefli, -and the finful cuftoms and fafhions of this 
world, which were very prevalent ; and the weight 
and burthen that was upon me was great, .having 
none in the country to bean help to me in the time of 
my exercife, but the Lord alone, that hath promifed 
to be with his people in all their f troubles and excr- 
etes, and that he would not leave them nor foriake 
them. I was very ready and filling to take hold of 
his promifes ; and my prayers unto .him were, That 
be would enable me. to go through all things that be re- 
quired* Lwas fenfible, that without theaffiftance of 
his holy Spirit, I could not perform that fervice which 
he required of me. 

I was now firft called a Quaker, .becaufe 1 faid to 
a (ingle peribn Thee and Thau, and kept on my. hat,, 
and did not go after the cuftoms and.fafhions of the 
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world, that other profeflbrs lived and walked in. 
Though fome of them would complain of their forma- 
lities, and were weary of the fa(hions of the worldj 
yet they did not take up their crofs, and leave them. 

The rage of my miftrefs was not yet abated, though 
fhe had nothing againft me, but not conforming to 
the corrupt language, and vain cuftom of the world : 
for I laboured to keep a confcience void of offence, 
both towards God.and men ; I did my work and fer- 
vice honcftly and juftly, not with eye-fervicty as men* 
pleafers 9 but in Jinglenefs of hearty as the fervant of 
Cbri/ty doing the will of God from the hearty Ephef. 
vi. 5, 6, and ver„ 8. Knowing that wbatfoever good 
„ thing any man dothy the fame Jhall he receive of the 
Lordy whether he be bond or free. 

In thus doing, I had great comfort from the Lord, 
and did receive from him living fatisfadion and en- 
couragement to go on in my way ; remembering that 
fcripture that faith, The righteous Jhall hold on his way, 
and he that hath clean hands Jhall be Jlronger and 
Jlronger y Job xvii. g. I might alfo fey with Job, 
But he knoweth the way that I take , when he hath tried 
me, I Jhall come forth as gold : my foot hath held his 
Jleps ; his way have I kept, and not declined ; neither 
have I gone back from the commandment of his lips: 
I have ejleemed the words of his mouth more than my 
necejfary foody Job* xxiiu io, 1 1, 12. . The Lord kept 
me, and his people, very meek and low in our minds, 
in a felf-denying fpirit ; we waited for tl>e living word, 

that 
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that catjie with a living voice, from him that fpeaks 

from heaven to us by his fpirit ; fo that he gave us to 

difcern between the voice of wifdom, and the voice 

of the ftrange woman, which is the voice of the flefh, 

and the luft thereof; and the living voice is the voice 

of ChriJI in us the hope of glory ; which voice we 

cfteemed more than our neceflary food. For obeying 

this voice, we came to be mocked and derided ; and 

| $ey fpoke all manner of evil againfl us % and hated us 

\ for his name's fake^ Mat. x. 22. I remembered what 

| Chrift hath told us in Luke xxi. 12, They Jhall lay 

I their hands on you, and perfecute you y delivering you up 

to the Jynagogues, and into prifons, being brought before 

kings and rulers for my namis fake : and it jhall return 

to you for a tejtimony. Settle it therefore in your hearts, 

not to meditate before what ye Jhall anfwer ; for I 

will give you a mouth and wifdom^ which all your 

adverfaries Jhall not be able to gainfay nor reftft, Luk* 

xxi. 13, 14, 15. 

Thefe and the like affli&ions I was to meet with, if 
I truly and faithfully followed the Lord Jefus Chrift j 
therefore I laboured to put on the whole armour of 
light, that I might be able to withftand the fiery darts 
of the wicked one, who fought to weaken my faith, 
and to perfuade me of the hardnefs, ftraightnefs and 
narrownefs of the way, that I fhould not be able to 
hold out to the end, feeing there was not any in this 
country to help and affift me ; but the fiery darts of 
the enemy that I felt, came* more by his Servants 
d than 
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than otherwife. Very prevalent be was in this poor 
mifled woman, my miftrefs, wh° was perfuaded by 
him to kill me, and (hed innocent blood ; and one 
time, when (he thought it a fit opportunity^ execute 
her will and cruelty, fhe fell into a great rage, and 
I was freely given up to die that hour by her ; but 
the Lord was pleafed to accept of my free-will offer- 
ing, and I may fay with the apoftle, that I accounted 
not my life dear to my/elf that 1 might finijh my courfi 
with joy. And the Lord alone appeared to my de- 
liverance, and made her more moderate the reft of 
my fervitude, it being fomewhat lefs than two years ; 
and after I went' away, the Lord vifited her with a 
{harp fit of ficknefs, in which time fhe fpoke to her 
hufband and them that were with, her, that Jhe thought 
Jhe Jhould not die till Jhe had ajked me forgivenefs, and 
defired them to fend for me if it were at London 5 and 
fo they did : I could freely forgive her, for that I 
had done long fince, and I prayed to my heavenly 
Father that he might forgive her alfo. I fent to her, 
and it pleafed God to touth her with a fenfe of his 
' love, and lengthened her days, fhe confeffing often- 
times the wrong fhe had done to an honeft careful 
young man, as fhe fa id I had been, who minded her 
hufband's inward and outward good, more than they 
did themfclves. It pleafed God to order it fo, that 
{her had a vifit from me, before fhe went out of this 
world, and very comfortable and acceptable it was 
jo her; and in a little, time fhe ended her days in 

peace* 
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peace, and was buried in friends burying-place near 
Dolgeile in Merionethfhire. 

About this time, 1657, it was the great talk 
of the country that I was become a Quaker. My 
parents were much concerned about me. I was 
informed that the prieft of Welch-pool, W. Longford, 
went to them and told them, that I was gone diftracl- 
ed> and that they jhould fee for fome learned men to come 
to me and rejiore me to my fenfes. I had not been 
yet with ,my father nor mother, but waited for free- 
nefs and clearnefs in myfelf, and then I went to fee 
them, and in my way I vifitcd an old friend of mine, 
a profeffor, and had a little opportunity to fpeak to 
him of the things of God, and his goodnefs to me, 
and a young man, called David Davies, was then 
convinced of the truth ; this was on a feventh-day, 
in the afternoon : and when I was clear there, I went 
to Welch-pool to my parents. It was a trouble to 
them, to fee that I did not, as formerly, go down 
upon my kneesto a(k their bleffing, and bow to them, 
and take off my hat. My father foon turned his back 
upon me. I had heard of his difpleafure, and that he 
had faid, he would leave me nothings faying to my rela- 
tions, that they thought to have had comfort of me, but 
now they expc&ed none, but that I would go up and down 
the country, crying Repent ! Repent ! Now if my 
father ihould have caft me off upon fuch an account, 
I was well perfuaded it was for 1 ChriftYs and the gof- 
pel's fake. I remembered David's condition, when 
ix % her 
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he faid, Hide not thy face far from me, put not thy 
fervant away in anger : thou haft been my help, leave 
me not, neither forfake me, O God of my falvation ; 
when my father and my mother forfake me, then the 
Lord will take me up : teach me thy way, O Lord, and 
lead me in a plain path, becaufe of mine enemies, Pfalm 
xxv ii. 9, 10, 11. 

At length my mother came tenderly to me, and 
took a view of me, looking on my face, and (he faw 
that I was her child, and that Lwas not, as they faid, 
bewitched, or transformed into fome other likenefs ; 
which was reported of Quakers then, and that they 
bewitched people to their religion, &c. Thus they 
deceived them and many others, with fuch ftrange 
ftories, and we were accounted with the appftles, 
Deceivers, yet true. And when I difcourfed with her 
out of the fcriptures, her heart was much tendered 
and affe&ed with the goodnefs of God towards me 5 
fhe went to fee for my father, and when (he found 
him, faid unto him, Be of good comfort, our fon is not 
as was reported of him, we hope to have comfort 
of him yet* 

But when my father came to his houfe, he fpoke 
not much to me that night. The next day, being the 
firft day of the week, when I heard the bells ring, it 
came upon me to go to the fteeple-houfe, to vifit that 
prieft that had told my father, / was gone dijlra£lea\ 
&c. and when he was at his worfhip, I went to our 
own feat to my father j (there was no common- 
prayer 
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prayer read then to the people, as part of their wor- , 
fhip in thofe days) there 1 fate ftill till he had done, 
and when he had done what he had then to fay, I 
flood up and told him, That he might do well to flap, 
and make good the falfe doclrine y that he had preached 
that day, if he could ; and if I was diJlraSfed, as he 
reported, th\at he might labour to re/lore me to -my right 
fenfes again. But I fpoke but a little while, ere I 
was taken away to prifon, with the young man before 
mentioned, that came to fee for me,' and found me in 
the fteeple-houfe, fo both of us were taken ; there 
^ve were prisoners that night, in which time many 
far and near came to fee us,' expecting that we were 
fome deformed creatures. God gave me a feafonable 
exhortation to them to fear the Lord, and indeed to 
cry, Repent^ repent, for the kingdom of heaven was 
at hand\ letting them know, that ws were God's 
workmanjhipy created anew in Chrijljefus y with much. 
more to that effect. " I fpoke to them from the fcrip- 
ture, which was much to their fatisfa&ion, and we 
| praifed God, that kept us in his fear and counfel. 
j We were committed to prifon on that law, made 

in. Oliver's days, that none were to /peak to the priejl 
or preacher^ neither at their worjhip, nor coming and 
\ going. The next morning we were had before the 
I chief magiftrate of the town of Welch-pool, and after 
j fome difcourfe with him, it feemed good to him to 
difcharge us, for he could find nothing juftly to ac* 
cufe us of,, except concerning the law of our God. 
I *>3 So 
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So we went to our homes, the young man to his 
father's, and I to my mailer's ; he differed much vio- 
lence by his father, in regard that he could not con* 
form himfelf to that dry, dead, and formal praying 
that his father ufed ; his father rofe from off his knees 
when he was at prayer, and took a ftaff, and did vio- 
lently beat his fon, and again ft natural afFe&ion, he 
took a lock and chain, and chained him out of doors 
. in a cold frofty night. Thus our fufferings began to 
Increafe, for the teftimony of our confciences to- 
wards God ; but blefled be the name of the Lord, 
who preferved his people that trufted in him, faith 
my fouk „ * 

A little after this I came to hear, that fome of the 
people that were called Quakers, were at Shrewsbury 
in the county of Salop, being diftant from the place 
of my abode about eighteen miles ; I waited for an 
opportunity to go to fee them, and the way of their 
worfhip, for as yet I had not feen anjr of them, but 
that one poor man before mentioned, Wheji the 
time called Chriftmas came, my matter's work being 
fomewhat over /for a while, I got leave to go fa 
far* < I went firft to the houfe of John Millington,. 
where many friends reforted, and they of the town 
came to fee me in great love and tendernefs, and 
much brokennefs of heart was among us., though but 
few words. We waited to feel the Lord among us* 
in all our comings together. When the firft day of 
the week came, we went to a meeting at W. Pane's* 

at 
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I at the Wild Cop, where we had a filent meeting, and 
I though it was filent from words, yet the word of the 
Lord was among us, it was a hammer and a fire, 
| it was fharper than any two-edged fword, it pierced 
through our inward parts, it melted and brought us 
into tears, that there was fcarcely a Jry eye among 
us; the Lord's blefled power over-fhadowed our 
meeting and I could have faid, that God alone was 
Majier of that afjembly. The next day as I was pre- 
paring homewards, having had a confiderable time 
with friends there, and being much comforted with 
the goodnefs of God, and unfeigned love of the 
brethren, we heard that John ap John was come to 
town, and was to have a meeting there ; I ftaid that 
meeting, where I heard the firft friend that was 
called a Quaker, preach in a meeting, and when 
I heard him, I thought he fpoke as one having 
authority, and not as the Scribes* his words were fo 
found and piercing. 

After this meeting at Shrewfbury, I came home 

to my matter's houfe, where I was under many con- 

i fiderations, and efpecially that of Chrift's words, Ye 

! Are the light of the world. A city that isfeton an hill 

| cannot be hid. Neither d* men light a candle* and put 

\ it under a bujhel* but on a candle/licij and it givtth 

light, unto all that are in the houfe. Let your tight fo 

! Jbine before men*, that they may fee your goad works* 

and glorify your father which is in heaven* Mat- y» 

Hi *5> l6 ' 

I was 
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"* I was fenfible that God had opened my underftand- 
ing, and lighted my candle, and given me a fenfe and 
feeling of my own ftate and condition,, how that I 
had been in darknefs, and under the region and 
fhadow .of death \ and God having (hewed mercy and. 
kindnefs unto' me, in calling of me from this great 
darknefs to the marvellous light of his dear Son Chrift 
Jefus, that is, the light of the worlds that enlightenetb 
every man that cometh into the world i I was made 
willing not to hide my candle, as' it were under a 
fcufhel or to hide my talent in the earth ; but in the: 
love of God, I was made willing to let that light, 
which he pleafed by his grace to enlighten me 
withal, fhine before men, that they might come to, 
glorify their heavenly Father, which is in heaven, MaU 
v. 16. 

The next public fervice that the Lord required of 
me, was to go and -give my teftimony for him, and 
. to warn a company of people to think of their latter. 
end,_who were met to dance and to play, at that they 
called a merry night, not far from my mailer's houfe.. 
When I came within the room where they were 
darfcing, the fidler ceaied playing, and they dancing ',. 
I declared tfee word of the Lord among them. That 
which was chiefly before me was that of Job ; They 
fend forth their little ones like a flock,. and their children 
dance. They take the ■ timbrel and harp, and rejoice at 
the found of the organ. They fpend theijr days in 
mirth, and in a moment go down to the grave, Job. xxi. 
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ii, 12, 13. When I had difcharged myfelf of what 
lay upon me, I parted in love and peace from them, 
and they thanked me for my good exhortation, and 
fome of them came to fet me home. 

About this time, 1658, I heard of one that was 
-called a Quaker, who was come from Ireland to 
Llanvilling, a town in the county of Montgomery, 
and in the love of God I went upon the firft day of 
the week to vifit him; where we had a comfortable 
refrefhing meeting together, and the Lord's prefence 
was with us, though we were ftrangers one to ano- 
ther, as to the outward, yet we had fellowship and 
unity one with another in the inward life of righteouf- 
nefs; his name was Roger Pritchard. He tarried 
not long there, but went back again to Ireland ; 
though it Vas (aid, he came to thefe parts with an 
intention to ftay here, and to bear his teftimony for 
God in this dark corner of North Wales ; but he 
not being faithful to God, who fent him here, as he 
was going back he fuffered great lofles by fea, and 
loft his good condition alfo, and turned back to the 
vanities of the world, which was a great forrow and 
exercife to me : but the Lord vifited him again, as 
may be feen hereafter. Thus I was left alone again. 
I continued, as the Lord made way for me, to vifit 
thofe in whom I found any inclination to the things 
that were good, and there was onS William Davies 
convinced of the truth with me. I was alfo made 
willing to- vifit the Independent meeting, and thofe 

people 
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people that I formerly belonged to, that were a fepa- 
rate people, gathered together chief!/ by Vavafor 
Ppwell, before mentioned, a zealous man in his day. 
But when truth broke forth in this country, I being 
the firft that came to receive it hi thefe parts, did 
feparate myfelf from them, in love to that Weffqd truth 
that I received, and it became my true teacher. So 
Vavafor Powell proved angry, and preached much 
againft the Quakers, their way and principles ; I 
hearing this, came to a place called Cloddiecochion, 
near Welch-Pool, to their meeting, expe&ing to find 
him there 5 but he was not there. John Griffithes, a 
juftice of the peace in thofe days, was preaching 
there. When I came in among them, they feemed 
uneafy \ and when I had an opportunity, I bore a 
teftimony for God, and his fon Chrift Jefus, his way, 
truth, and people, which they preached againft. When 
1 had done what I had to fay, he went on again y and 
when I found fomething more upon my fpirit to de- 
clare among them, this John Griffithes commanded 
to take me away ; and a near relation of mine, that 
owned the houfe, took me in his arms,' and led me 
out of the houfe through the fold, and through a 
gate that opened to the common, and fout the gate 
after me. There I fate under an afti tree, weeping 
and mourning to fee the blindnefs, darknefs, and 
hardnefs of heart, pride, and haughtinefs, that were 
come over a people who once we're loving, kind, and 
-humble ki fpirit. As I fate weightily under a ferious 

confideration, 
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I confideration, what and when would be the end of 
| thefe formalities and hardnefs of heart, I prayed to 
* the Lord for them. And the word of the Lord came 
| to me, That though they put me out of their houfe, yet 
in time they would' come to own truths and that houfe 

■ jhould be a meeting-place for friends. Of this a farther 
! account may be (een hereafter. So I went away, 

well fatisfied of the love and goodnefs of God to 
[ me that day, in giving me comfort and confolation, 
for my tears of forrow and affliction, that I met with 
a little before ; and I remembered the faying of the 
i apoftle, Heb. xii. II. Now m chajiening j or the pre- 
sent feemeth to be joyous, but grievous ; neverthelefs, 
j. afterward it yieldeth th£ peaceable fruit of righteouf- 
\ nefs, unto them which are exercifed thereby* 

.After this, I (till waited to know the will and coun- 
] fcl of God, and that he might dire& me in my way 
and order my fteps in this my fpiritual travail j for 
I had none to look unto but to him alone, who was 
| all-fufficient to carry on the work which he had be- 
\ gun, though often by weak, poor, mean, and con- 
temptible inftruments in the eyes of the world. Well 
might I fay "with the apoftle, But God hath chofen the 
foolijh things of the worlds to confound the wife j and 
God bath chofen the weak things of the world, to con- 
jeund the things which are mighty - 9 and bafe things of 
the world, and things which are defpifed, hath God 

■ chofen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought 
things that arei x Cor, i. 27, 2&. 

About 
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About this time I went to vifit'fome young men, 
my former companions in profeffion of religion \ two 
or three of them were convinced, and received the 
truth* When we were come to the number of four, 
it was with me, that we ought to meet together in the 
name of the Lord ; for I remembered the promife of 
Chrift, who faid, Where two or three are gathered 
together in my name ^ there am I in the midft oftbem }l 
Mat. xviiu 20* J 

So we all agreed to meet together, but none of us, ' 
had a houfe of his own to meet in. We determined 
therefore to meet upon a hill in a common as near as 
we could, for the conveniency of each other, we 
living fome miles diftant one from another. There 
we met in filence, to the wonder of the country. 
When the rain and weather beat upon us on one fide 
of the hill, we went to the other fide. We were not ! 
free to go into any neighbour's* inclofures, for they 
were fo blind, dark, and ignorant, that they looked 
upon us as witches, and would go away from us, 
fome croffing themfelves with their hands about their 
fore-heads and faces. 

« Thus we continued for fome time, till two of them 
left me ; one of them was put apprentice by friends 
to William Shewen, of London. The other young 
man was a foldier in Oliver Cromwell's days, and 
he got, as foon as he could, to be difbanded, fo he 
went to Gloucefterfhire, and lived among friends. ' 
The third was one William Davies, that lived hard 
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by me, and w« met together for fometimc ; but one 
1 time he (laid longer than ufual, and a foul dark fpirit 
poflfefled him, fo that the little time we were together, 
was not comfortable to me, and when we had broke 
up the meeting, by way of difcourfe, he afked me, 
How I did think we Jhouid Jland in the face of the 
I whole country. I anfwered him with great zeal, The • 

Serpent, the Serpent, the fame that beguiled the wo- 

[ man in ParadiTe, hath beguiled thee, thou wilt not be 

I able to ftand. And while we were yet difcourfing, I 

faw my matter coming, who was alfo convinced, but 

j was not faithful to that good fpirit that convinced him 

! of the truth, and fhewed him what he ought to do, but 

t did it not, yet he continued loving to friends, and 

frequented their meetings to his latter end. As I 

looked back, I faw .him coming towards us, with two 

j women following him, the one was his wife, my cruel 

I miftrefs, the other was his fifter ; they both had 

ftaves in their hands, and when they came unto us, 

the fitter began to beat her brother my mafrer, and my 

. miftrefs' fet a beating of W. Davies. So his trial 

came very quickly, and W. Davies came no more 

\ to/neet with me, nor any other friends, for- many 

years ; yet he afterwards came among friends, and 

continued with them to the end of his days, and was 

* buried among them. It fo happened^ that- 1 had never 

a blow among them> and if I had received any, I 

had learned of Chrift Jefus my Lord and mafter, to 

fuffer patiently for his name's fake, and not to depart 

E from 
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from him, though my trials, temptations, and af- 
flictions were not a few i fo that I may fay with the 
apoftle, But none of theft things move me, neither count 
7 my life dear unto myfelf^ fo that I might finijb my 
eourfe wjthjoy, ASts xx. 24. 2 Cor. iv. 17. Mat. 

«• 37> 3$> 39- 

Thefe young men going away thus, I was left 

alone again, but (till I kept waiting upon the Lord, 
to know his will and good pleafure concerning me ; 
and when the time of my apprenticefhip was over, I 
-found freedom to go to London, to vifit friends there, 
which was in the year 1658-9 ; and finding many 
good and. living friends there, I fettled to my trade, 
being a*felt-maker, and very well fatisfied I was, that 
I could go to meetings, and follow my bufinefs. 
When any thing would come to my mind of this my 
native country, barren and uninhabited with friends 
and truth, I endeavoured to {hut it out, and to keep 
where I was, and I did what I could ; but all my fair 
pretences and reafonings would not do, difobedient to 
the Lord I was, and trouble and forrow, and judg- 
ment from the Lord came upon^me, for not obeying 
his command, to go to my own country to ftand a 
witnefs for hirp there. In this my difobedience, I 
continued till I loft his prefence, and he fmote me 
with trouble within, and pain in my bones, that I 
could not work nor labour. In this time friends of 
Londdn were very kind and careful of me, and would 
freely have adminiftered unto me, but I was not willing 

to 
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to accept of any thing from them, fo long as I had 
of my own. * My pain of body and fpirit increafed 
upon me, till at laft I was forced to bow to the will 
of the great God, who was too ftrong forme; 1 Snd 
reafoning with him one night, upon the bed oT my 
forrows* he (hewed me clearly, that I was to go to my 
own country, and I was made willing to give up 
to go, if he would be pleafed to let me know his will 
and pleafure by this fign and token, that hi w*%fd 
remove my pain, I alfo reafoned with him thus ; that 
I was alone, like a pelican in the wildernefs, or a 
fparrow on a houfe top*. The Lord ftill commanded 
me to go % fhewing that he would provide an help-meet 
for me. And when I had made a covenant with the 
Lordio go, immediately my pain was pemovedj and 
I had peace and quietnefs of mind and fpirit. I arofe 
next morning, and went to my work ; and when 
thofe tender friends, that had a regard for me in my 
ilcknefs, came to fee me that morning, I was gone 
to work > which was to their admiration. 

So the Lord gave me a little time, and he alone 
provided an help-meet for me; for I prayed unto 
him, that fhe might be of his own providing, for it 
was not yet manifeft to me where (he was, or who fhe 
was* But one time as I was at Horflydown meet- 
ing in Southwark, I heard a woman friend open her 
mouth, by way of teftimony, againft an evil ranting 
fpirit, that did oppofe friends much in thofe days. 
It came to me from the Lord, that that woman was 
E 2 N to 
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to be my wife, and to go with me to th« country, 
and to be an help-meet for me. After meeting I drew 
fomewhat near to her* but fpoke nothing, nor took 
any acquaintance with her, nor did I know when, pr 
where I fhould fee her again. I was very willing to 
let the Lord order it as it feerned beft to bimielf, and 
therein I was eafy ; and in time the Lord brought us 
acquainted one with another, and fhe confeffed that 
file had fome fight of the fame thing thatrl had feen 
concerning her. JSo after fome time we parted, and 
I was freely refigned to the will of God ; and when 
we came together again, I told her, if the Lord did 
order her to be my wife,, fhe muft come with me to a 
ft range, country, where there were no friends but what 
God in time might call and gather to himfelf. Upon 
a little confideration, (he feid, if the Lord (hould -order 
it fo, fhe muft go with her hufband, though it were to 
the wildernefs ; and being fomewhat fenfible of the 
-workings of God upon her fpirit in this matter, fhe 
was willing to condefcend in her mind to what he 
wrought in her j but by hearkening to one who had 
not well weighed the matter, fhe became difobedient 
to what God had revealed to her; which brought 
great forrow and trouble upon her. I went to fee 
her in this poor condition, and I refted fatisfied with 
the will of God in this concern, being freely refigned, 
if the Lord had wrought the fame thing in her, as 
was in me, to receive her as his gift to me -> and after 
fome time> we waiting upon th« Lord together, fhe 
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arofe, and declared before me, and the other friend 
who had begot doubts and reafonings in her mind, 
That in the name and power of God fhe confented to 
he my wife, and 10 <go along with me, whither the 
Lord fhould order us ; and I faid, In the fear of the 
Lord, I receive^hee as the gift of God to me. So I 
refted fatisfied in the will of God, for a further ac- 
compUfliment of it. 

Under a weighty consideration, which way to take 
each other in nparriage, we concluded to lay our pro- 
ceedings before our elders, and efpecially our ancient 
friend George Fox ; (people in thofe days were mar- 
ried by a prieft, or before a juftice) and I told G. 
Fox} we thought to take each other in a public 
meeting ; fo he defired the Lord to be with us. And.* 
when we (aw our clearnefs in the Lord, we went to 
the Snail meeting in Tower Street, London, in the 
morning; and in the afternoon to Horflydown,, 
South wark; and in. that meeting, being the 26th' 
of die fourth month, 1659, in the prcfence of God,, 
and that affembly, we took each other to be maa* 
and wife. 

, God alone knew our inaocency and integrity in 
going together. It was not for gold nor fjvcr, nor 
any outward thing) but to be fetviceable to hUn in 
our age and generation, and to ftand witneffes for 
him and his blefled truth, where he fhould fend us*. 
I might fay with Tobias, Thou madeft Adam> $nd. 
gavejt him Eve bis wife, for a heifer and ajluyy efi 
E 3 them 
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them came mankind. Thou haft /aid. It is not god 
that man Jhould be alone, let us make him an aid like 
himfelf. Tobit viii. 6. 

Soon after, in the Lord's time* we made what 
hafte we could to come to the country, where we be?- 
lieved the Lord would have us to be, and we faid,: O 
Lord, if thou wilt go with us in our way, and give 
vs bread to eat, and raiment to put on, then,. O Lord* 
thoujhalt be our God; and the Lord was with us in 
all our journey, and gave unto us, his fweet and com- 
fortable prefence* 

• Soon after we came to Welch-Pool, thofe pro- 
feflbrs, who had been and were in great power, be- 
gan to be faint-hearted, becaufe of the report of 
bringing in King Charles the fecond; which in a 
li rde time was accompliihed, and thofe that were in: 
great pomp, were brought to prifon themfelves. And 
I was had before the firft juftices that were made in 
thefe parts by the authority of king Charles the fe- 
cond, in the year 1660, notwithftanding I was a pri- 
foner to the magiftrate of the town. When I went 
up before them, many of the people of the town fol- 
lowed ine, to fee what would become of me* and to 
what prifon they would fend me, or what punifhment 
they would kiflhSl upon me. But the Lord was with 
me, and I feared not man, whofe breath is in his 
noftrfc, but the living God whom I defired to obey 
in* all things. When I was come into the room, it 
fc^SJng in. the night, the high-flieriff, colonel Moftyn, 
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I and the juftices flood as people in amaze, to fee me* 
' come with my hat on my head' amongft them,. and' 
fpoke not one word to me for feme time. In a little 
while, I afked- them, whether they fent for me there ; 
they faid, they did. One of the juftices afked me, 
where 1 had that new way, and Jlrange religion r P 
anfwered him, It was the good old way that the pro- 
phets and fervants of God lived and walked in ; and 
that way I had found, and defired to walk in it air 
my days* That j uftice was peevifh, arid faid, / think 
the man is mad ; / think we muft have him whipt ; 
though I anfwered them according to fcripture, yet 
they were ignorant of it. They demanded of me- 
to take the oath of allegiance and fupremacy 5 I told* 
them, that my Lord and Matter Chrift Jefus and his 
apoftle James, commanded me not to /wear at alL 
They had a prieft with them, who took upon him to 
queftion me. The fir ft thing he afked me was, which 
was firji, reafon or fcripture ; I told him, reafon 
was before fcripture ; God made man a reafimable 
creature in his own image : and the firft part of t&e 
fcriptutes now extant, was writ by Mofe"s : the 
apoftle tells us, 7 hat the law tame by Mofes, but grace 
and truth came by frfus Cbri/i. I farther told them, - 
that holy men of God gave them forth as- they were 
moved by the Holy Ghojl. As. to- this, they feemed to 
Jbe (atisfied. -But the prieft put fome enfnaring quef- 
tions to me ; and when I perceived it, I afked the 
juftices, what that man was ; whether he,was a juftice 
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of the peace or not; and, whether he was not a- 
prieft j they faid, They looked upon him to be a fitter 
man than themfelves. H difcourfe with me about religion* 
1 told them* I thought he was as the high-prieft 
among the Jews, who put enfnaring queftions to 
Qhrift* when he was brought before them, to fesk to 
make him an offender ; and turned myfelf to the 
juftices, and defired; them to take notice of that man,, 
who laid thofe enfnaring queftions, to feek to make 
me an offender. Then the prieft left me,, and the 
juftices afted me, feeing I would not take the oaths,, 
Whether 1 would give bail', and (aid, they, would tail 
my father's bail for my good behaviour. I told them,* 
my cau/e was juft, and I was innocent, and would, 
give them no bail, for truth binds me to my good 
behaviour- Then the high-ftieriff, a, very fair man,, 
told me, / was ajirange man^ and of ajirange per- 
fuafim Y to com* with my hat upon my head among them y . 
and would not take- the oaths* nor givt bail. Tou know* 
£ud he, that Paul faid to Fefius r Noble. Fejlus. I told, 
him, that Paul had tried Feftus, but I had not as yet 
tried him ; and it might be,, than I might fpeak of 
him, Noble Sheriff* Upon this they were moft of 
them very glea&nt. He aflced me, whom I did know 
there t there were feveral juftices my relations, pre-- 
fcat> who very well, knew me, but I made mentioa 
of none of them ; but told' them, I knew the chief 
magiftrate of the town* Charles Jones, who& prifon- 
er I. was. Then they called for him,, and aiked him, 
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whether he knew me ; he faid, he did very well, for I 
was born and bred in the town among them, and was 
a very honeft young man all along ; but, faid he, 
what devil he hath now, I know not. Theyaflced 
him, whether I was his prtfoner } he faid, I was. Then 
faid the juftices, take him again to your cuftody. As I 
was going out of the room, I told them, that I 
brought a good hat on my head there, out was going 
away without it, for fome of the bafer fort had con- 
veyed it away, but the juftices made diligent fearcrr 
about it ; fo it was brought me again, and put upon 
my head, and they parted with me very friendly, and 
the town magiflrate took me a little from them, and 
bid me go home to my wife and family. Many of 
t!ie inhabitants of the town accompanied me home,, 
praifing God in their way for my deliverance, for 
feveral things were threatened againft me 5 but, blefled 
be God, truth was over all and had dominion ; and 
the witriefs of God was reached in many of thenv 
arid the high-fheriff continued loving and kind ta 
friends, and ready to ferve them in what he could all 
his life-time, as alfo was his deputy-flieriff, and fe- 
veral other of the juftices. -" 

' About the third month, 1660, many of thofe pro- 
feflbrs, captains > lieutenants* and foldiers, that were' 
in arms in Oliver's and Richard CromweH's days, 
were put in prifon in the town of Montgomery. My 
wife and I did forefee, that I fhould be fent there to 
them, though I never was a foldier, nor bore any 
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arms for either fide. And in a little time there came 
a troop of horfe for me y to bring me to prifon. My 
relations offered to give bail for me, but it was not 
accepted. So I went to acquaint my wife of it, and 
to make myfelf ready to go with them* One of the 
foldiers came up flairs after me, with a piftol and 
naked fword, and my* wife railing herfelf up, and 
fitting in bed, being delivered but three days before 
of her firft child, fhe faid, Dear hufiand be faithful 
to Gody whatever becomts of me. The foldier feeing 
her, retreated hack. So I went down to the troop 
of horfe ftanding in the ftreet before my houfe. There 
was among them one bad man, that run away in. my 
father's debt, threatened to compel me tp follow his 
horfe*s heels on foo]t many miles. But by this time 
feveral of the aldermen, and others of the town, were 
gathered together, in the ftreet, who defired this man, 
and others of the troop,, to let me alone for that time, 
and they would engage body for body, that I fhould 
be in prifon next morning ; but they could not pre- 
vail* At length fome of the aldermen fell into a 
rage, and hid them meddle with ma if they durji 5 and 
bid me go to my houfe, which I was not willing to 
do, for great fear came upon me, left there (hould be 
a quarrel among them concerning my going or flay- 
ing. But one or two of the aldermen, being more 
confiderate than the reft,, defired their patience till the 
captain might be fpoken with, who was then in town. 
He fpon granted that I fhould ftay.athome that night, 
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and be in Montgomery prifon next morning, and was 
angry at that bad man for his incivility towards the 
aldermen that interceded for me; for the captain 
knew I was a peaceable man, and never concerned 
myfelf in fighting for one fide or other. When the 
troop had their orders, they went on their way ; 
and I praifed God, in the multitude of his mer* . 
cies, that there was no blood flied that day ; for 
many of the young men of the town, with the alder- 
men, were gathered together with clubs and ftaves, 
laying, What, Jbould a town's born child be fo abufid 
by fuch a bad fellow as that was y before-mentioned : 
my heart often trembled within me, left any thing 
fhould fall amifs in this tumult ; and I defired them 
often, before they went to the captain, that I might 
go along with them towards my prifon. 

So that night I ftaid at home, and next morning 
took my journey towards my prifon at Montgomery. 
I avoided the houfe of my uncle, a juftice of the 
peace in this county, near my way, and brother-in- 
law to this captain, left he fhouldftop me from going 
to prifon. So I went there myfelf atone, and told 
the marfhal, John Mafon, that I was come a pri- 
foner ; and he took me up to an upper garret for 
jny lodging, but I had the liberty of the houfe, as 
well as other prifoners, there being many Prelbyte- 
rians, Independents, and Baptifts, who were formerly 
toy great acquaintance ; but now they appeared very 
ftrange, and would not difcourfe with me. I con- 
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fidered the reafon, and was informed, that thefe old 
formal church-members of profeflbrs had agreed 
among themfelves that they would not difcourfe with 
me, nop receive any books from me, left the moft 
ferious inward Chriftians amoogft them fliquld-tucn 
Quakers. But in a little time their orders and cove- 
nants were broken, and I was moved to go to their 
meeting, fometim,es having little to fay-among them, 
but a figh or a groan, and a travail in my fptrit for 
them, which did often put them out of order in their 
preaching and praying ; and as the Lord would order 
it, I fpoke a few words among them. A Baptiftwas 
convinced there, and came to meet with me in my 
room. Cadwalader Edwards was alfo convinced, 
and came up with us to meet in the prifon ; and then 
dicourfings* and difpu.tes began between them and 
me. I wrote a few lines to. fend home to my wife, 
but knew not by whom to fend it, for it was very 
hard to fend any papers out of prifon ; the marshal, 
or jailer, would examine and fearch fuch as came 
in, or went out for letters. An old friend, an ac- 
quaintance of mine, came to vifit her friends and bre- 
thren the profeflbrs, in prifon, whom I defired to carry* 
that letter to my wife, as (he went through our town 
of Welch-Pool, to her home ; ftie was afraid to med- 
dle with it, partly for fear of the jailer, and alfo left 
fhe fhould offend her brethren there. I defired her 
not to be afraid, for I would read it to her fir ft, and 
the jailer might fee it if he pleafed j and after I had 
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read it to her, fee was tenderly affe&ed, turned to her 
brethren again, and laid, Surely theft people will never 
cnfne to us, but we muft go to them. Some time after, 
through much trouble and afHi&ion, me came to re- 
ceive the truth, to live in it, and obejr it ; her name 
was Margaret Bowen, wife of John Bo wen, of Coll- 
fryR, and mother to Peter Bowen, in Martin's-le- 
Grand, London* 

In a little time my fervice was over among thofe 
profeflbrs in that prifon, and the Lord made way for 
nay enlargement. In about two weeks I came away, 
and left the reft of the prifoners there, where they 
continued a confiderable time. I was well fatisfied 
with the goodnefs of God, that I found hrs prefence, 
life, and power with me, a prefent help in the time 
of need, which'kept me low and humble, that I durft 
not rejoice that fpiritS were made fubject ; but rathtr 
rejoice, that I found my name written in heaven. I 
came home in great love and peace to my wife and 
family, and many of my loving neighbours rejoiced 
to fee me, v 

I continued about my calling and bufinefs, and ' 
waited upon God to know his mind and will con- 
cerning me. In this time I heard of an horieft old 
woman, who had received the truth fome time before 
at Montgomery, her name was ~Anne Hamon, wife 
of Thomas Hamon j' my wife and I went to vifit 
her. 
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About the year 1661, 1 went to a meeting at Edge- 
<mont, near Wcm, in Shropfhire. Here our friend 
William Gibfon and I were taken pri Toners, with 
about 25 -or a6 more, and Tent to Shrewfbury. We 
found the temper of the jailer to be very cruel. He 
threatened us with a great deal of hardfhip, if we did 
*iot eat of his meat, drink of his drink, and lie on 
his beds, and give him what he demanded. We told 
, him, we were the king's prisoners, and demanded a 
free prifon, and draw to lie upon ; but he in a rage 
jdeniea* us that, and put us in a little room, where 
there was (casce place for us to lie down. When 
slight came, fleep came upon us, we being weary by 
travelling fo many miles on foot, but we were made 
willing and able to fuffer all things.; fothar night we 
lay upon the boards, and it was pleafant unto us* be- 
ing warm weathec, and about the time of hay-harvaft. 
The aext morning we were very frefli and well, 
firaiiing God for his mercies and goodnefs .to us, 
when the jailer came to us, and a&ed, Haw we liked 
*ur lodging*, and how wejlept ; we teld him, We flept 
in peace of confcience and guietaefs of mind, for we 
(Offered for confcience-fake .towards God, and durft 
tfiot break the command -«f Chrift and the apoftle, 
who commanded us net to f wear at all. For our fup- 
pofe4 tranfgnpiBon was not only for meeting together, 
but for reftriing the oaths of allegiance and {upremacy. 
-The jailer being a very paffionate iftconfiderate man, 
would jgo out in the morning ftom his own houfe, and 
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not come back till night, and then returned 1 fo drunk- 
en, that he could hardly fpeak or ftand. The next 
night when we went to lie down, the room was fo- 
Iittle we could not all lie at once. The next morn- 
ing we complained to the jailer* that there was not 
enough of room for us all to lie down, and defired 
him to let us have a little .ftraw* but it would not be 
granted us. By this time the friends of the town had 
liberty to come to vifit us, and to bring us in fome 
provifion ; and when the door was opened for us to 
go into another room y there being a bed (lead with 
cords in that room, William Gibfon and I lay upon 
* the cords, and next morning we found, that the print 
of the cords was not only in our clothes,, "but in our 
fitin alfo, fo that it had been eafier for us to have 
lain upon the boards, as we did before. By this time 
having well obferved the jailer's humour and temper, 
I began to be uneafy in myfelf to let him alone ; fo 
I watched him in the morning upon his firft riling, 
when he came to the court before our prifon door, 
and began to difcourfe with him about the prifoners 
that lay in fuch hardihip. I told him, they were honeft 
men, and mod of them matters of families, and had 
good beds to lie, upon at home, but now they were 
content for Chrift's and the gofpePs fake, to fuffer 
that hardihip, I defired him to let them have liberty 
to go to their friends in town at night, and to come 
there in the morning ; and if he would not he pleafed 
to grant them a little ftraw, then to let them go lie in 
F 2 their 
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their own beds 5 -which he furlily denied, calling them 
a company of rogues and knaves, and fuch like terms. 
He afked me, What made me plead for them; I told 
kkn,. Ae,y were my friends. He anfwered, TP'hyyour 
friend* ? You are no Quaker, are you ? I faid, I am 
called a Quaker. He anfwered, You do not look like a 
Quaker ; and he looked me in my face, and on my 
hands and tody. I defired him not to difgrace me fo, 
as to tell me I was no Quaker. Then he afked me, 
where I lived \ I told him, when I was at home, I 
lived at Welch- Pool, and my family was there. But 9 
(aid he > where are you now ? I afked him, whether he 
did not know I was a prifoner there with my friends 5 
and he afked me, whether I did lie upon the boards 
with them ; I told him, I did. He faid, he was for ry 
fob it \ but went away in anger, being much difcon- 
tented in himfelf. I did not fee him till next morn- 
ing, at which time I went to him again, and friendly 
difcourfed with him ; he faid, he inquired about me in 
town> and I might take the liberty of the toivn* I ac- 
knowledged his kindnefs ; but told him, it would be 
no comfort to me, to have the liberty of the town, 
and leave my friends and brethren there. He faid t 
then I might Jtay there with them. m So I did not fee 
him till the next morning, and then I went to him 
again. He was fo crofs and HI -conditioned, he would 
not fuffer any other friend to fpeak to him. William 
Gibfon did fo judge him for his wickednefs, that he 
kept him .clofe in a room by himfelf. After five or fix 
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nights lying on the boards, I prevailed with him, that 
friends might have the liberty of the town in the 
night, and be there in the morning, So the next day 
he began to be more friendly to us. After fome days, 
I defired our friend John Millington to come with me 
to the jailer's houfe, to fee whether we could have 
leave to go home till the next affizes ; but then it was 
not granted; but he told me, if I pleafed I might go 
home till then. I told him, he might as freely let them 
go as me, for mod of them lived in the county, and 
1 lived out of the county ; but no more w yM we have 
that time of htm. I was uneafy in mytelf (feeing I 
had got a place in him) to let him alone, and preffed 
for my friends farther liberty. A little time after* 
wards, by ferious arguments, as it was harveft time,, 
and hard for their wives, or fome of their families, to 
come with weekly neceflaries for them, I, with my 
friend John Millington, prevailed with him to let 
them go, and he took our words for our appearance 
at the next affizes. 

Through the goodnefs of God, we all returned to- 
gether to Shrewfbury, to our prifon before the affizes* 
and found a great alteration in the jailer; he was 
very low and mournful. He had loft a prifoner, a 
malefa&or, and was to be tried for his life for his 
efcape. He was very loving and kind to us, and let 
friends go themfelves to Bridgenorth, about 14 miles,, 
where the affizes was then held ; and he defired me 
to ftay with him in his affliction, and not be much 
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from him. He faid his life was at ftake, and if Goi 
and the judge would fhew him any mercy, he faid, it 
was upon our friends account, and not for any deferts 
that were in himfelf, for he confefledhe had been too 
fevere to us ; but notwithftanding, faid he, you are 
merciful meh, and can forgive wrongs and injuries* 

When we came to Bridgenorth, we were put in a 
large fpacious room in the houfe of correftioh, to be 
there in the day-time, that we might be all together, 
and ready when called for ; but we had liberty of 
going in and out for lodging, and what neceflaries 
we wanted; no keeper being over us, but what we 
fet ourfelves to look to the door, and that too many 
friends might not be out at once, and thofe were not 
to ftay out too long. We law it was convenient, 
that friends fhould go out by two and two, to yvalk , 
the ftreets ; for 'it was a ftrange thing to people 
to hear of Quakers. Once it fell to my lot to be 
at the door, (though the door was always open, 
that fuch who would, might come arid fee us ; with 
feveral of whom we had reafonings and difputes about 
the way of truth and righteoufnefs) there came one, 
who appeared fomething like a gentleman, and afked 
me, whether he might fee the Quakers ; I defired him 
to walk up along with me, and he fhould fee them; 
When I had brought him up to the room where 
friends were walking, I told him, thofe were they. 
He anfwered, thefe be Chrijfians like ourfeIves x but 
where are the Quakers ? I told him, thefe were they 
that were called Quakers. He afked me, whether J 
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I had an opportunity to declarfe to him the way 
of truth, and that the name of Quaker was given 
to us in fcorn and derifion ; and he departed very 
friendly. Some people were fo Mind and dark in 
thofe days, that they looked upon' us to be fome 
ftrange creatures, and not like other men' and 
women.- They would gather much about us in 
the town, and we had good opportunities to fpeak of 
die tilings of God to them. But I was pretty much 
with die jailer, waiting when his trial would be ; 
and when it came, I went with him, and flood fome* 
what near him, which he was very glad of. The jury 
cleared him, being not found guilty of a wilful efcape; 
which was gladnefs to him, and fatisfa&ion to us* 
And when the affizes was near at an end, the judge 
returned us to one juftice Holland, except William 
Gibfoty to whom the judge put it, whether he would 
t go home, if he were difihargedi but he could not 
make the judge fuch a promife as he required, (6 he 
was committed again to the fame prifon; but we 
were freely and friendly difcharged, haying had good * 
fervice in. that town,, and the Lord was with us, and 
brought us fafe home, to the comfort of our families 
and ourfelves ; and we have caufe to blefe and praife 
the name of the Lord for ever,, for all his mercies 
and goodnefs to us all along,, in the time of our 
affii&ions and persecutions. We could fay,. Surely 
God is good to Jfraelj and unto, all them that draw 
nigh unto him with an upright heart* 

In 
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In the year i66fc, a farther concern came upon me 
about meetings in this country* One that was con- 
vinced in the prifon of Montgomery, when I was 
there, viz* Cadwaladar Edwards, who lived nearpo* 
Iobran, promifed me that we fhould have his houfe to 
keep a meeting in* I went to know whether he 
would perform his promife, which he readily granted \ 
and I appointed the day and time with him, which he 
gave notice of to bis neighbours thereabouts*: I being 
deftitute of a friend to accompany me to the meeting,, 
depended upon the Lord, that he would provide a 
(Suitable companion to go with me. And my wife 
going to Shrewfbury, I told her of the meeting,, and 
defured her to fpeak to friends there of it, that if there 
Wats any public friend there,.. he might come home 
along with her. There happened to be Richard 
Moor, of Salop, a worthy and faithful labourer in 
the gofpel, who came along with her to our houfe 
in Welch-Pool. Thiswas in the ninth month, 1662. 
A day or two after, we went to the meeting, where 
came in Charles Lloyd, of Dolobran, who was for* 
merly in coromiffion of the peace,, and had been in 
ele&ion to be high-fheriff of that county, and alfo 
feveral of his well-meaning neighbours, fame of them 
were profeilars, belonging to the fame people that I 
formerly belonged to* The Lord was not wanting;, 
but afforded unto us his good prefencej life and 
power came from him, that reached to the hearts and 
underftandings of moft of the people then prefent, 
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who gaye teftimony to the truth* lift and power of 
God, that appeared with us that time; and in the 
love* fear, and life of truth we parted . 

The next morning we went to vifit Charles Lloyd, 
of Dolobran, who tenderly received us, and feveral 
that were at the meeting* came there that day ; 
where we had a fweet,. cpmfortable, refrefhing time, 
in the prefence of the Lord ; as it is faid, In his 
prefence is fulnefs of joy ^ and at his right hand then 
are pleafures for evermore* Pfal. xvi. n. 

The report of this meeting went through the coun- 
try, fume faying, that moft of that fide of the country 
were turned Quakers. Whereupon divers were 1 fent 
for, before Edward Lord Herbert, Baron of Cher- 
bury, to a place where he then lived, called Llyffin, 
about three miles from Dolobran. After fome dif- 
courfe with them, he fent them to Welch -Pool to 
prifon, for refuting to take the oath of allegiance and 
fupremacy, which they refufed, becaufe they could 
not fwear at all 5 they being about fix fent together, 
viz. Charles Hoyd, Hugh David, Richard David, 
Cadwalader Edwards, Anne Lawrence, Sarah Wil- 
fon, &c. where they were continued very clofe 
prifoners. 

In a little time were added prifoners to them, Wil- 
liam Lewis, and Margaret his wife; who were owners 
of the houfe at Cloddiecochion, before-mentioned, 
where I was moved to go, about the year 1657,. to a 
meeting of the profeflhrs, afterwards the place of my 

abode* 
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afcode. This William Lewi?, my near relation r wa$ 
he that led me out of the houfe to the common, and 
fhut the gate againft me, as before related', page 30* 
And thus the word of the Lord was fulfilled, that 
came to me then? That thofe people Jbould own and 
receive- truth, mid that houfe Jbould be a meeting-heufr 
fir us, which it now is, and hath been thefe forty 

• JCarS ' 

The oath of allegiance and fupremacy being ten* 

dered to them, they could not take it for confcience- 
&ke j fwearing at all being forbidden by Chrift and 
his ajwftle James ; fo they were fent to prifon, and 
continued prifoners there. Edward Evans alfo, an 
honeft and fubftantial man, was committed to prifon 
for the fame fuppofed offence, who was convinced 1 
fome time before ; I. having had fome weighty dif- 
courfe with him about the things of God. He told 
me, when he was in prifon with Vavafor Powell, with 
fnany more of their brethren in Pool jail, that Vava- 
for leaning upon a window of their prifon that opened 
to the ftreet, faw me and my dear wife pafs by,, and 
laid, Behold Zacharias and Elizabeth : it was /aid of 
them, that they walked in all the commandments of God 
llamelefs. This Edward Evans, and fome others of 
the prifoners, looking out through the window,- few 
us two called Quakers, that he and others a little 
before had preached feverely againft. They looked 
upon it, that the Lord had forced him to give that 
teftimony of us, and feveral of them, as Edward 

Evans 
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Evans (afd, were convinced by that teftimony of hi* 
coacernirig us ; and in fome time after came to live 
in obedience to the truth, and fuffered for it. 

Thefe prifoners were kept very clofe, fome of them 
; were fubftantial freeholders, who were put in a dirty 
nafty place near the liable and houfe of office, being 
; a low room ; the felons and other malefa&ors in a 
-chamber over head, their chamber-pots and excre- 
ments, &c often falling upon them. Charles Lloyd, 
who was a little before in commi/fion of the peace, 
was put in a little fmoaky room, and, did He upon a 
little ftraw himfelf for a confiderable time ; and at x 
length his tender wife Elizabeth, that was of a con- 
fiderable family, (daughter of Sampfon Lort, near 
Pembroke in South Wales) was made willing to lie 
upon ftraw with her dear and tender hufband. And 
thus they both, with the reft of friends, did rather 
thoofe tofuffer affliction with the people o/Goa\ than U 
enjoy the pleafures of Jin for a feafon* 

I ftaid at home" with them for fome time, keeping 
our meetings in prifon ; but at length the jailer had 
ftricl: charge to keep me from among them, alledging, 
that I ftrengthend them in their way and principles ; 
and when the jailer kept me out, I went to a neigh- 
bour's back yard, having leave of him to fee them, 
and fpeak with them. 

The fufferings of friends being now very great, and 
ftiH increaling, they fent the following paper to the 
4juarter-feffions held at Montgomery. 

T* 
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To the Jujlices and Magijlrates of this County of 
Montgomery. 

* Forasmuch v as it is not unknown to you, 
that we, who by the (corners of this world (that 
know not God) are called Quakers, are detained 
and kept clofe prifoners, only for the teftimony of 
a good conicience towards God and man, our 
friends not being fuffered to vifit its, though drunk- 
ards, liars, thieves and robbers, are not debarred of 
their friends admittance to them. This unheard of 
cruelty, were enough itfelf to eftablifh us in our 
ways, if they were never fo erroneous, as you fay. 
This we are perfuaded in our hearts, that never 
did Chrift, nor any of his apoftles, ufe this, or any 
other way ofcruelty, or perfecution, to convince 
any of their errors, but contrar^wife, by found 
do&rine, and good converfation, and doing unto 
others^ as they would they Jbould do unto them ; for 
that was the rule that Chrift left to true Chriftians. 
* Now confider, in the fobernefs of your hearts 
and fpirits, that if you were in our condition, would 
not you defire your enlargement ? And feeing it is 
the king's clemency, <rh a declaration bearing date 
the 26th day of December, 1662, wherein he fays, 
be is glad to lay hold on this occafion^ fo fc-eftablijb 
and renew unto all his fubjecls concerned in thofe 
promifes, indulged by a true tendernefs of confcience* 

« This 
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c This affurance and confirmation of his promife 
c made at Breda* upon the wcfri of a king, viz. 

c We do declare all liberty to tender confciences y and 
' that no man /ball be difquietea\ or called in aueftion 
c for differences of opinion: in matters of religion. And 
c moreover he faith, in the fame declaration ; as for 
1 what concerns the penalties upon thofe y who living 
c peaceably, do not conform thereunto through fcruple 
1 and tendernefs of mifguided confciencejj but modejlly^ 
1 without fcaridely perform their devotions in their own 
c way. We underftand by thefe words, viz. that it 
c is his fatherly care y to publijh this his declaration^ 
1 to Jhp and prevent all other aclingy according to 
c former aJ3s made againjl liberty of tender confciences* 
1 And we hope that you will be as favourable to us, 
c your neighbours, (feeing power is committed to 
c your hands) as the "king, being chief magift rate, is 

* unto his fubje&s. Thefe things have we feen fit 
i and convenient to lay before you, that you may 
€ underftand we are not ignorant of the king r s cle- 
c mency towards us, t And we (whofe names are 

* underwritten) do wait the fulfilling and performing 

* this one other word more of a king, by you who 
1 profefs yourfelves to be his obedient and loyal fiib- 

* je£b ; notwithftanding all which fbrmef words and 
1 promifes of the king, the fupreme magiftrate, we 
1 have been perfecuted more by you, his inferior 
1 magiftrates in this county, than in many other 
1 counties. And farther, that you may be left with- 
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* out excufe for that, if you do perfecute us, it is 

* without any caufe from us, or any order from the. 
< fupreme magiftrate, the king of England. If you 

* do juftuce herein, the Lord will blefe you ; if not,, 
4 fin will lie at your, door* 

* Thefe from, your friends, that d^fire the good and, 

* welfare of your fouls and bodies, that have received, 

* thefpirit o/meeknefs.; that can pray for them that. 

* perfecufe us, and de.fpitefully life Lts^ who, in pa-. 

* tience and long-fuffering are content to fubm.it to, 

* the will of God* whp rpn4ers to every man accords 

* ing to the deeds done in. the flefii/ 

Humphrey Wilfon, Sarah Wilfqn, 

RicharB Davies, Margaret Lewis, 

Edward Evans, Catherine Evans, 

Charles LJoyd, Anne Lawrence* 
Hugh David, 
William Lewis, 

The foregoing paper was fent to the magi ft rates at 
their quarter-feffions, held at Montgomery, the 8tl* 
day of the eleventh month, 1662* 

A' copy, of it alfo was fent to the chief justices at 
Ludlow by the jailer, together with another paper 
dire&ed to them. 

A little time after this I went to Penllyn, near 
Bab, in^Merionethihire, to viiit fome friends and 

tender 



tender jfrofeffbrs there, who received 5 ..me kindly,, arsf 
there I fettled a meeting among them y in the power 
ofOod ; and from thence I came home', where I ftai£ 
*biit a little while, to viftVthefe prifoners» "Soon after 
^ WerTt to the houfe of Owen Lewis, "at TytfdyneV 
Cxatfejj, near £)olegelle^ In Merionethflwre, a' man 
'fliat'had been incomminlbn 6f fhe peace for Oliver's 
'clays,' 'and" was /levvfy come from pritbn from Bala* 
"vv-ho received me 'kindly, (he w&s fir ft -convinced by 
ThomaVBri-gg^,} 1 ' From thence"" I went to^ Robert 
"Owen's, of Dpi ycere^*. near "Dofegellei who hafl aTfo, 
Been a juftice of peace^ ancVa fcommarider in Olivers 
time. ' He received me ana* my te'ftimbny ; as "did 
alfo'Owen Humphrey of TJwyngwrir,.' near the Tea- 
fide in the faid county, (*yho was a juftice of tlie 

* peace in Oliver's Says) and his father, his brothers 
Samuel and John Humphrey, # Thefe, wVth many 
more there,' received the truth in the love of it," and 
continued Taithful, ferviceable men in their country,, 
kept meetings In {heir houfes, and many t were gather- 
ed to the Lord among the' rocks and mountains in 
thofe parts X tHis was. in the year 166^. After this 
jou r hey, the ll.ord; brought mefafeliome |o my wife 
^rid 'family, to the comfort of friends, and one another 

* uTthe* Lord. . ' 

'Ttfbt long after this, iTibmas Lloyd, brother to 

Charles] Lloyd- of- DolbVran, hearing bis brother was 

in prifon, came' from Oxford to vifit hitfi, having 

been a ftudent there feveral years (as alio his*broiher 

f a 2. - Charles 
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Charles bad been before him) they told tnt % that the 
great fufferings of friends, in that city of Oxford, by 
the magistrates, lnd by the wild and ungoldly fcholars, 
did work much upon them j and they had feme (beret 
love for friends then. So when Thomas Lloyd came 
home, being fome time with friends in prifon, and 
elfewhere, the Lord opened his underftanding t>y his 
light, life, and power, and he received the truth and 
was obedient to it, took up his daify crofs, and fol- 
lowed Jefus, came to be his diicipie, was taught by 
him, and went no more to Oxford for learning ; and 
I may iay with David, Tie Lord made himwifer than 
alt his former teachers* He ftaid pretty much at home, 
and with his eldeft brother Charles Lloyd, and in 
thefe parts. 

The jailer of Welch-Pool was very cruel to friends, 
and continued them in that nafty hole before-men- 
tioned, tiff Edwferd Evans fell fick, by reafon of the 
dampnefs and unhealthinefs of the. room, and died ; 
and the jailer would not /offer us to have his body 
to be buried, except we would pay the coroner, and 
fo clear him, as if he had no hand in his death ; but 
at laft his relations prevailed without a coroner's in- 
queft, and they took and buried him on an hill, on. the 
back- fide of the fteeple-houfe in Welch-Pool 5 and it 
happened, as they were digging the grave, they found 
fome bones of a man, and upon inquiry In fome old 
records, it was faid, there was an old judge buried 
there \ and the name of that place is called ever 

flnce, 
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fe&e* Jw^feVHiU* We bad got; no burying*pfcioe 
«F ©*r toWh the», buft Were about having onti 

Thomas Lloyd *nd I not being prifofcers naif, 
though {except as twb) mblft thit were then coa- 
visced WeUe prifoners j *hit* report of filch who wede 
ttaiTned ($a*kei*> bring fpread ahuoad, they awwe toon 
font tar before ft tnagifeate; atid the oath of alle- 
giance and fupnemacy was tendered both to men and 
women; and they for €oftfcienc*<-&ke refitfuig it, 
Wem fen* to prifon in order to be pr^mumred. 
w _ My friend Thomas Lloyd and I w*re moved to#o 
*nd tifit moft of thejufticcs that had a hand in com- 
muting fKends toprrftn* we began at the fcrthtft 
juftice towards Machynlleth) and taftbe dttWh to 
Edward Lord Herbert, Baton of Cherbury, fetLiyfln 
'ftfore&kl, who bad committed Chaifes L4oyd r and 
(everal other friends j we understood on die way* that 
lie w&sat a bowling-green, and feveralwith hint, 
near a place called the C&no QMce, near the highway 
-fide, and not fe fi»rn,LlyJGn* where we beheld them 
bowling* We confidertfd with each other^ which 
Way to take, there beinga peevifti prieft* the bid 
lord's chaplain* with them 5 (o I afked Thotnas 
L*oyd> Whether he wouM engage* the prk& in 4ii» 
464itfe> or go to the laid tord ; which he chofe> and 
get kitb the green leifiuely-towiards him v where moft 
of them knew Tbwtoasj but life went not in their 
complimenting psfture* He ftaid there but a little 
while> and they broke up their gamej aadiwhilehe 
03 difcotirfed 
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difcottrfed with the Lord Herbert, I difcourfed a little 
with the pried. Lord Herbert coating towards the 
prieft and me, he faid lathe prieft, Mr. Jews what 
have you gat tbire ? He anfwered, A Quaker, and 
haberdaiher of hats, that tares in Welch-Pool. Oh! 
£ud Lord Herbert* / thtmght hi was fucb an «w> 
ht ketps bis bat fofajt upon tht block. Then he in- 
tending and preparing to come down a great deep 
ditch, I ftepped down to lend him my hand to help 
him 5 . another prieft would have ftepped between me 
and htm r but Lord Herbert refilled die prieft's help j 
and flopping a litde, faid to the prieft, Here is a bro* 
ther that Hands by will fey, The blind leads the bU&dj 
and bath will fall htto tht ditch. The prieft was fit 
drunk, that he could not ftand by himfelf. This 
lord being a very big fet man* took my help to come 
down, fo we went along with him toward* his- own 
boufe at LlyJBn? laying die fufferings of our friends 
before him, and that their fufferings were, for their 
conioeace-fakea towards God. He gave us no grin* 
then for their enlargement* but we heard that he tent 
private inftru&ions, and they had more liberty. The 
jailer had an empty houfe at the end of the town, and 
there he kt friends go, which was a fweet convenient 
placer near the fields, without any keeper over diem, 
and they had die liberty of the town, and to go where 
tbeypleafed, except to their owiirhoufes. 
. So Charles Lloyd took a -houfe in town, for him 
and his family to live in ; and we kept our jpeetiags 

in 
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In that houfe of the jailer's aforefaid, for feveraT 
years. Moll of friends by this time being under a 
fremunire^ many friends came from feveral places to 
vifit them, and thofe that were convinced towards 
Machynlleth, William Euaos, and feveral others of 
that end of the county (who were formerly Inde- 
pendents), were fent here. to prifon upon the fame ac- 
count, refilling to. take the oaths of allegiance and 
fepresnacy. Peter Price alfov a worthy man of Rad- 
nor fhire, was fent to this prifon;. he had been ki 
commiffion of the peace in Oliver's days » he, with 
feveral others with, him* were committed by the 
jjiiticefc of this county, to the houfe of corredion in 
Wdcb-Poo^ for three months, as vagrants, becaufe 
they came out of their own. county Radnorshire, ad- 
jcifting to this county of Montgomeryfhire, where 
.they remained; the three months ;. hut they had the 
liberty of the town, and to go to meetings wkh the 
Feft of the prifoners. Other friends, that lived in and 
.about the town, met with them in prifon, and con- 
fiderable meetings we bad in that houfe. . 

A little after this, Thomas Ellis, called a Deacon 
in the Independent, congregation,, was convinced ; , a 
man of great efteem among them,, and fo he was alfo 
.afterward* amongft us. He came to* my houfe to 
tifit the prifoaers^ his. former fellow, church members, 
and (heweAme a letter that came, to him from thejr 
minifter, Vavafor Powell,, lamenting the deplorable 
condition and danger they were in at that time *, fay- 
ing,. 
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ing, Yloat the Chriftians ivere in great danger to b"r 
fpTit betiveen two rocks •, that was,, the World and Q 
(meaning the Quakers) tut the {vorfti faid he,: *ri£. 
But the Lord had opened Thomas EmV$ uhdetftaftd- 
ing, and given him a fight of their decay and formal 
ties. Some years before the Lord did break m.am<*%. 
them, to the convincing df many of them ; for Tho- 
mas told me, that there came two' women friends 
among them, in the rime trf their breafciog Of their 
bread* (I fuppofe it was before I came from' London) 
and when they had the morion of truth upoa them, 
they opened their months in the name oftheLbrd, in 
much fear and humility ;' fo that the Independent 
elders flood ffifl and gave the women teaveifc ^>eak 
■What they had to fey to the people \ then the pfoMbre 
went on again with their bufineTs, ttvd after fbme 
time the friends (poke again ; and then they com*- 
manded them to be taken away,. but none was very 
ready to do it. Then their mimfter,,Vavafcr Powell 
called Brother £lth y taie them awtayi Thomas £8fs 
told me, that he remembered Ghrift was nothafty 
in pafling fentence upon the woman, that the Jews 
brought before him in the cafe of adultery ; hit &e 
Jlooped down^ and wrote imth hit finger upon tt*e £*%*ift/,, 
as though he heard them not: So T. Ellis- told me, he 
was not wHling to take them away, tHl they had fully 
cleared themfelves of what was upon them to deliver 
among them ; but at laft they tailed to him again,, 
and bid him take thtm away. Then & arofe from 

among. 
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among the company and went to them, and defired 
them co go with him to the next room> for he bad 
foraething to fey to thetn > and the friends went rea- 
dily with him ; then he told them on this wife : 
Friends) you fee bow we are met together here j we 
are like Ihe Prodigal* whet was (pending his portion* 
and we have a little yet unfpent \ and when we have 
/pent ally we mufi return to our heavenly Father^ and 
come to you and your way* The friends went away 
well (atisfied. I have made much inquiry who thefe 
friends were, and from whence they came, but could 
not certainly learn who they were. As for our friend 
Thomas Ellis, the Lord bleffed him, -and poured his 
fpirit upon him, and gave him part of the miniftry, 
aftdhe became' a faithful labourer and ferviceaWe man 
among us 5 and at length be was made a prifontr 
here at Welch-Pool. 

About the year 1663, our friend James Parkes 
came from the north* hearing that feme of his ac- 
quaintance and fellow church members owned truth ;. 
he came to give them a vifit in the love of God, and 
alfo to vifit thofe Independents be formerly walked 
, among that were not convinced ; and he left a paper 
. with me to deliver to them, which was thus : 
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J Lamentation and Warning from the Lord &od y m 
the Ldve tf Cbrtft Jefusy unto all the Profijfor's in 
North- IPalesyefperially thofe aboiit Wrexham in T)en- 
bighjhire y andfPelch^Poolin Montgbmerypire^whom 
fbnnerly 7 have hwuun y a nd walked with> in a Pel- 
lowjhrp and Worfbbpy Y$ thr'Lard awakened me oat 
"of Sleep, and 'Opened in me an Itar to hedrhis Pohe y 

" which ctiedy Come out From amohgft them, and 
be thou feparate ; touch no unclean Thing* and I 
will receive thee. ' 

4 Friends* ' ' r _ - r 

* He Aft and jehd an ear, O ye pfofeflors 
of Wrexham and Wietch*P&b! v tad all the places ! 
**d . »m» adjaeent thereunto* wfeo tove b«a 
called churches of Chrifi y and ntmfam of Aw jfe^, 
and fitimven »f the Lank. i ^n* £otwe in my 
Fathers *&me *** vifit yau, and in bowtfe srf 4»s 
love, 4a \ti& the day *f y«ur stialamiiy $*i **U 
wriky feave I vififted many <rf you, in oberfienceto 
hi* command, who 'fetft me it* 4& *n*me **d tor 
into tfctfe >p&i*V chteffy for fc*r fakes «t this *wwe> 
that you m4ght hear Y and^cw^e t^foithafc, tfhtrfe 
voice hath fhaken the earth, and removed it out of 
its place \ and he is making the keepers of the 
houfe to tremble, and he hath bound the ftrong man 
in many, that was armed, and formerly kept the 
houfe,. then all was at peace y but a ftronger than 
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* h* is rife*i r and^maniieiJ: in the hearts of thoufajxk, 
Vevqn Chrift Jefus, the Light of the world,, who en- 
Migjtferaeth every one that cometh into the world, 
^ that ^Jl ia him, and throijgh him, might believ*v 
<! He i% dividing, ther fpeil, apd fpoiling principalities' 

* and powers j, apdthey wfoofe eye* come to fee him 
*r the Lor&of Hpfts>. came to be undone*. When- 

< Mftfes £*w &e appearance of the Lord, he did ©x- 

* ceedi^g)/ fear and quake. It w*$ he that made 

* Hat?akkuk tremble, aad his lips to quiver. And 4 
« whofoever come* to know Chrift, muft feoow htm* 

< through death) be baptised into his death, and fuffier 

* with him, before? tiey come tp live aad reigi* with* 
f him* Thejkijwft repeat, of ajl their wiefecdoefs, 
« *nd tum&om ife before they can come to beaffiixgd 
Stf red ai*4 peatie. Let none think God. will wink 

* a* jthf»r;wic^i*efs*. a* he did in the times of.igno- 
« ranee.; for now lift i* leaving all without excufe* 
«, aad calling: e*ej;y >qp to repeat. The light is 

< rijfen* tfu&manifefts fin and hypocrif/.in.tbeoa that 

* held; truth u*jwigh*»°u&e&,. i* fe. not the name of 

< heJing, called; c^rcb^members^ wiU ferve aayof your 

* turns. 

c Q ye profefiors of,all fort% from the. higfceft to 
c the taweft* from the, richeft to the ppqreft ! I ara 
» nm>ye<jLo6the L°*d Go4 to warn you, thafc while 
4 you hav^e time, and ;fpafie, you may be redeemed out 
4 of all evil ; ajid that you might come, qui from 
' amongft evil-doers* and.fo.be,iftv«d.fcoim the wrath 

* and 
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and deftru&ion that will overtake the workers of 
iniquity, who repent not of their evil deeds, to 
give Qod the glory ; and' with the whirlwind of his 
wrath, he will vex you in his fore difpkafure. Q 
ye profeflbrs of Chrift, and the apoftle's word$l> 
who are not come to his life, nor to be of the lame' 
mind that he / was of, who endured the contradt&ion 
of finners, and was made perfect through fuffer- 
ings ; whom the apoftles bore teftimony to, and 
fufiered for ; being of the feme mind, they did 
not ihrink nor bow, nor let gos their teftimony, 
when perfecution arofe becaufe of the word; but' 
they overcame by the blood of the Lamb, and by 
the word of his teftimony, which they held j and 
they loved not their lives unto death.— Are you ill 
fo blind, that you cannot fee yourfelves to be dot 
of the light and image of Chrift, and out of -their 
pradice, who followed him, and confefled him, and' 
did not deny him before men; neither did they 
change their religion, as the powers of the earth 
changed. For whatfoever the powers of the earth 
countenanced, or discountenanced, they mattered 
not, who were of the true church that is in God, 
the Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the pillar and* 
ground of truth ; but that which God made maiii- 
feft to be his will, that they did ; and though they 
were charged, by the powers that <were then, to 
{peak no more in his name, yet they fpoke in his 
name, and did not deny his name. 

4 Dare 



J.Dare^y w* %♦ Jthsit , ? you ,are faints, .and of thja 
■ Wbirch.of Chrift, and jet live in the breach of his 
c ;COpunandmei)tS who* faid, Swtar tut at all; as. 
I 'ibme more eminent in efteem amongft you have, 
<« done, and jiave taught others to do ? Doth not the 
Stand ojiQVfin becaufcof fwearing? .Are not fuch like. 
^ the Scribes a#d Pharifees, who would not enter into . 
^ihe kingdom, pf Veaven themfelves, nor fuffer them. 
c ,<hat would to qnter in I Are not fuch now Shutting 
c r yip the kingdom of heaven againft men f And muft r 
Vnpt die, wosp from the Lord be pronounced againft 
i Sthem? Yea, ^iTuredly, and will overtake them; 
I ^ain {hffii jfudienTy com upon theqi, as on a tra- ^ 
I l , vailipg woman, and they (hall not efcape it. The 
| VLord is come to deliver his people o«*of the teeth 
( of tbefe devourers, who with good words and fair 
'.fpeeches have, deceived the .hearts of fome more 
'Simple and honeft alnongft you, and made mer- 
( r cHandife of them, by promifing you peace, while 
* you are in your wicked ways and works; which 
^tfce true prophets and apoftleS of old, whom the 
4 Lord fent, could not do ; neither can they, who 
c , are, of the fame defcent, royal feed,' and off-fpring 
1 now* they knov^, there is no peace to be Ipoken 
1 to any, .while they are in their Wicked ways, drink- 
( . tog up iriiquity as the ox drinketh water* Oh ! 
'.my. heart ^s broken within me, and I cannot but 
( , take 'up a lamentation for you, who have been 
*, efteemed beautiful^ and the glory of many that have 
.' /', i .» ... ^ .... .• c b€ ^. 



'been called eburchi^'to fee yofc batted away iajj>. 

^tire* by the prince of thrf power of the' air; v tnat* 
ruleth in the cnB&n of <fcfibedt<£nee r and tfcrt you 
fliduld be yet lyijig under* tfii bondage* of corruption 
and m.ffnVthe wages wheifeoiFii JcAtt ; out<>f Ac' 
glorious HboiyVdie Tons of Go^t J intftltrf ocJtfn' 
fhduld reigriover j<M y futft&iitg yoti to J the power ^ 

'of &c enemy ; ^i^"y6u are 'taken tap tiw by Mm' 
at hi$ wity loaden widi fins, aatf fed away with* 
cGvers lifts, like the Jitfj^wonun; fj^oteh of in the 
feriptufes of truth, Ibat "wVffc hjii learnings 2 anJt 

'riiiir ibh'iicimeH the inJwledgeoftfa trtatfj-bht 
refill if; and To erf in your minds, not Inlawing 
the fcrTpfau^'fnbr the power of God, thoughyau 

'talk; of themV \ If you knew~the' fcriptures, and the' 
j^wer o£ God, whjeh' bnqgs into the life of thein, 
you' woufd witnefethe ability' the faints' in former 
times had, and how the faints of the Mdft ftlgh 
Jiave, to'ftahd over the powers of darkriefs, hell 
anil death \[ then you would coirie to" that" Which 
cannpt be (haken, nor the gates of heft ? grev4ll* 
agaijiiL-— But have" not the powers of darknefs 
prevailed agairift you, overcome you, and made you 
bow to their will, and to their lkws, that wHlT>irid 
the corifcience, and hinder its full liberty ? : ' 
< Qh ! confider ferioufly, and weigh in the cootnefs 
of your fpirits, arid in the fear of the Lord, What 
you have done ; whether you have not ffcpeiVecI the 
beaft's mark, either in your foreheads or fn your 

4 bands: 



trtet&z h&tym oc* AMl4:;fr cfarftf of a<t 

4 mfity 1; Jfeweyou Hot Jet g* fh4#9fcflfen ytyw* 
i$i&r ^wavicedjn^jwmrifilo* * H^ve jounot 
flicked up your old. rami ta Igatn? Are. yw -qot 
4,iW*Uowing v ia the. fihfc.af iniquity, % *&d in: ypur 
4.£e<hjy minds, waking jnfepM»ty and in the car- 
f iul minfJ, which is enmity £ggtinft God ? Is it not 

* death to be. car i nftUy r iBii i n4ed? .Are (hey not in 

5 death that are in the ( carnM tnind? It is not Grange 
, ( Jome, if I find fo$\\ jm enmity & cbecaufe I expert 
\*. no other from natural m#v who. perceive not the 
e * things of the fpirit. You hjive rejected the chief 
> Comer-itone* whicb is laid in? Sjon for a fpunda- 
>i tion, and have j&pfc, fce^YS 4 ! ifUtfee. Light 4 of jtbe 
.'itforld* who is become the FJead r |tqae x in GpdJs 

5 .taiUiiftg ***d h^fbandqr>\and *>f &e «hui;eh ^ » 

* pure, without fpj&or wrjnkfe* wbicb; is m Qod 
A the Father of our Lcw^ ; Jefi^ Cbri^ tt^.piJlar and 

* ground of truth*. This is the city fought outlet 
A forfeken. This is the habitation of God through- 
.« the. fpirit* . the, (tones whereof *r* bJA. with fair 
>: colours, the foundation .of fapphire, afld all the bor- 

4 ders of plea&ot fto^e^* . Such being redeemed out 

;*t:of &n > \9xvMzom under the. bondage of corruption 

i ( cannot plead for it, as fome* looked upon amongft 

. * you mpre than others, doj antf: would endeavour 

- 4 to make you believe, .thai the prophet Ifaiah was 

1 .always a man of- nncUctn lip* ; v bat that was before 

4 he was undone, and while the. woe *aa upanhjnt. 

h a * Ah, 



« Ah> brntifc is^hai ^rit that wmd* imaging th* 
c our God &oatt rtake trie of a npatbid* fa much 
c lor his mum? attd*hoiKMi{, a* Ifiuak did, anuVyet 
« continue a man. of unclean Kps. This I.*eftify, 
*■ that Ifatafe's itliqpity was^takcn away v and Mr fins 
4 purged out, Sikh maittfe£ ihemfelves to be igno^- 
« rant of Chrt ft *s death £nd manifeftatk>n^ which ft 
'*• to take away fin, and in h>*n is no fin. All that 

* come to believe in his light, and to walk in it, have 

* fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jefus 
« Chrift cleanfcth them from all fin. Such come by 
« him to be made free from fin* and fervent* to 

-* righteoufnefe ; not of fin $ for fin and iniquity 

* comes to be done away $ and -then God behold* no 
: « iniquity in Jacobs nor tranfgreffion ui Ifeael j arid 

* to fuch is given the tongue of die learned, to fpeak 
; 4 a word in due feafon to the weary. Such pone to 

« know the pare language^ which the Lord promifed 
« to turn tohU people. Such let a watch before 
« their mouths, and have a bridle .for their tongue. 

* Now feme plead for uncleannefs, becaufc the pro- 
« phet laid, he was a man of uncUan lips y before be 

* was touched with the luwly coaL> and before, his 

* iniquity was done away, and his fins purged our; 

* and affuredly one day you (hall all know that this 
« is a fatte cover, ' too narrow to coyer yourfelves 

* with, who break the commands of Chrift, and teach 
4 others fo to do ; and that put your hands to the 
' plough, and look back \ fo that you are not fit for 

« the 
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«*he kingdom of beavw. You are £Ued^kh your 
5 awn ways, wicked devices, ami fdfe covocf/yoti 
c get to cover yourfelves withal ; b*t all ( yoar -foHe 
4 coverings will: prove too -narrow i and.ygxjr beds 
•* ofeafe* and faMe jrefts, which you think to ftretch 
1 yourfelves upon, too fliort* and no reft pr peace 

* there fhall you have* but you (hall all yet be&rther 

* tried, and your folly be made mote manifeft ^ and 

* aU the fidfe covers, al) profeffors out of the life and 

* power of God have Ween covered with, (ball be 
4 plucked offj yea, all that are covered, and not 

* with the Spirit: of the Lord. The woe M *o there 
« who are adding fin to fin, and .ate net come to 

* eieanflefs of heart, or cleanneft of Upsj and a* 
4 lon^as you are in. the uncleannefo> and the heft of 
4 ytai, as a brier pleading for it, blufe for fhwoe I 

* ReKnqirifh the title of church-meroberfljip, till you 
€ come to tread in the fteps t>£Chrift, and obey him i~ 

* fir its Jkrvonts y* *r* ** whom pjfoy*: Deceive 

* yourfelves no longer with the name of Chriftiani 
1 only, but come to thenature, to witoefs the firft 
1 old nature and birth ilain, and brought under » 
< which you aHmuft do, before ever yei* come to 
1 know the new nature, or birth that is of the fpirk ; 
« for that which is born of the flefe, that is flefli* 
« and that which is bom of the fpirit, that i? :fyk\U 
1 If any man be in Chrift, be is a new creature; 
' old things are faffed away, and attthingsare.be* 

* come new* The cjiurch .of Chrift is made up of 

H] f living 
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* living ftones, fquared and hewed into order* com- 
4 plete together, made* fpiritualbouflioidj purged,' 

* wa&ed, and made white, and the filth of theflffli 

* done away* Such come to be veffels of honour, fit ' 
c for the Matter's ufe \ receive of the heavenly trea^ ' 

* fare into the earthen veflcl ? and out of th± aburf- 

* dance of the treafiiry of the hearty bring forth good 

* things. With the heart man believed? unto righ* 

* teoufnefs ; and with the mouth eonfeffion is made 

* unto falvatkun • , ■..».-,*? 
■ l So every -one come to> him that fcartheth the 

4 hearty trieththe reins, aiki will re ward «very one 

* aecordiag^tatheir wocks, etf deeds done in the body, 
« whether they be good or evil s for the Lord God will 

* be no longer mocked, fech as you few you moft 

* leap's he will no longer bear, your<halt and blind 

* fervice, rind dead- worships, out ~o£ the life and 

* power of God. Your JijEpoertfy and jdiflunulation 

* is feen by the Ipirit of truths that leads and guide* 
« into aUtruthj-whiphyouftall^nedajfJcaow i&now 

* ftriving witb you, as ^k, did twkh, .them i before, the 
« flood j yrtflttU not. always tftaive with men. , It 

* feith, • wk$ *$qmutb~ibtfkUkimgs mt your >ixt*ds£ 
« And do* you* tfaink,iGad,is pkafed,^,, will oowi>e 
« ferVed with jth^dry, dead,.andi aky Jkxvmt and war* 
« flips 1 1 telbyop nay i-*4a« Ught^of ithegkvious 

* goipel Ismswiifefti and the pearl; of jgi;ea|; pricQjis 
« found, and many- haye feld, aajl 4»rted.;witliL,.alI 
« wfeich was raoftdoar toth^nvand iwhich the^y moft 

e r 4 delighted 
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.-* -delighted in, to buy its and they who. come to be- 

* Uev* in Chrift Jefu% the Light, the -. Way, the Truth, 
^sthrliife, and to walk in the light, they fturable not, 

* ^nor ftagg^r at the pfotnifes % but come to have life 
< tn themfBves, and their minds, words, and anions, 
« arefeafcned. They are thejalt of the earth* * tity 

* fit ok tihitiy that tonne* be hid* and their lights feine 
( fc before men, that they who are not wilfully blind, 
« m*f fee their good wdrks, and godly convention 
4 coupled with fear ; ami they thai Walk in the light* as 

* he U In* the light* baitetfeHoavJhip, ene with : another, 

* and the hkod of Chrijl they witntfs>cle4n/sng ihem 
*fimm'-oUbjbo\- Spif :ever you. come toJcnow God 
4 aright, you muft turn to the light that reproye$ you 

* for ev^ for the* reproof tfx infritftmnh the way to 

1 £fe* t and thdy that hate that which reproves them . 
' for their evil deeds, and fets their fins in order be* 
1 fete them, abide in the chambers of death, and 
4 know not>rett, life,, and peace for their fouls, Npw 

* as you come to the light, and wait in the light 
1 which comes from Ghrift, all your fi«s will b^efet 

* in order* before you, and it will fliew you alltbat 

* ever you did ^ as you flwll ppe day know, to your 
c wbe and mifery^ if you continue rejecting him* 
1 This is he in whom, we hefleve^ and, of whom the 

* prbphets and apoftlps bore wtepeft* whofe name is 
4 better than every name,* upto, which n every J^nee 

* mufl bow, and every tongue cpnfefe * and every 
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tongue that would rife up in judgment agaiftft him, 
"(hall be condemned, and (hall fall before Mm, 
1 Therefore beware, and take heed what you do* 
repent of all your evil deeds, of all your- hard 
fpeeches which you have uttered againft hktr, *aftd 
his glorious appearance in his fons and daughters, 
in this the day of his power, wherein he hath made 
many willing to follow him wherefoever hfe goero, 
even through many tribulations, who have waihed 
their robes in the blood of the Lamb* When you 
deny him, and will follow him no farther than it 
will make with your peace in the world, and 3PJoy* 
ment of your pleafures, and keep the friendship and 
favour of the world, which none ever did, but who 
were adulterated from the life of God, ar|d turned 
againft the pure fpirit of God in themfclves; and 
this (hall you know. 

* So whether you will hear or forbear, in this I 
mall have peace. My reward is with God, in that 
I have difcharged my duty, and warned you before 
your day be quite over, before the Lord leave off 
ftretching forth his hand, who knows and Searches 
the hearts of all men ; who knows my love towards 
you all, and to that which is pure of him, which 
never confented to fin, in aH your continences | 
even to that, and nothing elfe, can I> or de&re I, to 
be made manifeft. I believe there is a feed to be 
brought forth from amongft you, which \muft be 
gathered into the true fold of CYerlafting reft and 

* peaces 



: ^p^ifor^ 

4 HJay, waking for its redemption and reftorarion, whb 
( im yow Mend, who feelcs not yotirs but »y«iix dwft 
c -jNMi might tome -to know in this your day, tfffe 
1 things that concern your everlaiting peace, comfort, 
c aiid true fettlement, (upon that rock that canndt 
s * befeaJce«, nor the gates of hell ever prevail againft) 
c before they be hidden from your eyes. Kno^irfJ* 
c the terrors 4>f the Lord, and the wrath that is to Be 
- c revealed from heaven agaiitft all 4 that hold truth in 
1 unrighteoufoefs j and having obtained mercy from 

* die Lord, and in his name, the ftrong tower, hfd 
c rayfelf, I cannot but perfuade all to come into trie 
1 fame; and being in a deep fenfe of the loving- 
c kindnefs of the Lord, and what he hath done;fbr 
1 my foul, fmce I walked with yoa> and wa* efWrned 

* one of you, too large here to r^teV rteiihep in- 
•Mtedam I able to deanonftrate the* lovtng-ktnd|tt!fs 
"* of the Lord, in the vifitation ef his pure love > lh 

* turnkigme from darknefe (which I muft confds 
\* all the time I was with you, I walked in) inTo ; Ms 

4 marvellous light* and from the power of fatan, unto 

* God. He hath made me to feel and witnefi his 
1 power, wherein, through his good will towards 
4 rae> I have found the ability' to .perform and to do 

* the good, that when I was amongftyou I defrrefd 

* to do ; and likewife, to refift the evil that! would 

* not do. This is the Lord's own doings, and it is 
1 marvellous in my eyes j and I deiir^ never to forget 

; ; « the 



\* the Lordte great; toe to me^-aad powerful q%5L5»I 

* forking in me, to wilt and t* do of bis *wn gpod 
4 .pUafurt. I defire not to ejit my morfel. alone y but 
J that all may come tq tafte and fee bow good the 
,* Lord is, Great and marvelous are bis works, juft 
* f and true are all his ways, he waits to be gracious, 

* and there is no want to them that fear the Lord* 
c He never, fqrJakes, nor doth with-hold any good 

* thing from them that walk uprightly, ;, 

4 So, friends, while you have time, prize it, and 
. « put not the day of the Lord far from you, for the 

* Lord is not flack concerning his promife, *ts ; fome 
, * men.cpun^ flacknefe ;, but, his loqgr&fferiiig is not 

* for ;any to perifh, but, tfea^all fliaiircome-tp re- 
>« pftnt^n<fe. •N< r wj*,fh< ^4*y f tMt;e»«^jii^ra .works 

* muft he trie4, and^ eyexy, man> jftith a^ud Jqv» lo 
•God will, be tried. Now_ is the day $»Mnjftiy,great 

* profeflbrs make; foipwreck of jtb&fcfcith, and of a 
. € good confcience, and .fasne<. that: formerly &tw*d 

* fomewhat tqftder. and hon^ft amongft yo«> are 
4 grown fottifli and bruttfh, and their understandings' 
•darkened, through the, ignorance that isjnthew. 
4 The god of this world hath Winded the eyes ef 

,* imny great profeflbrs, by keeping them from the 
? light, by which they might fee their ways, and the 

. < works which they are doing out of the. light, in 
♦the Windnefs which hath happened to. them j but if 

>4 you would come to the light, which is pure, «* 
4 God in you, then, would ye receive power to per- 

4 form 



' 'fofm tHc acceptable will ami reqtilrfngs oftkeLoVd ; "< 
•which that you may coiitie to know and do>i is the ; 
1 defire of your friend, that feeks not yours but yott ^ 
1 and ; defires your everiafting peace and happihefsi~ 
€ Sirtior formerly was known, and ^fteerhed «&' iasa* 
•brother amongft you, by the nante of ^ / ; ^ J 

ubiriuim^ th^^ .' James ParXe*/ 

of the firft month, . ^ . % 

t66z.r .'■-•• .. .:.;,.; 

Several friends, both from theJNorth and South of 
EnglknoV wete drawn to vifit thefe frond* in prifon^ 
and many Tweet and comlbrtable^piftks weitf writtea 

tothem* : ^ <' ■ ' •-<• - '- v*- '•* -I V ,\:L. 

: There wis a great corivlncemettt in theyear i66i r 
ih thde two counties via; Momgom^ryflwre, arid 
Mcriorieth(hire ; and 1 as meetings inensa^ feveral 
frfends came ifite Welch-Pool, where our meeting 
was kept in that Hotife that was ttair pYifon^ The 
foagtffrsttes and prieft were discontented, foipe&ying^ 
That 1 t&efe 'came & fHany tb tb* mtyikgii at ivmtf, 
Mt^wprjbip^be thurib^ as thejr Pallid iL <: - * :v / 
So the triagtftifetes were refolded to come and break 
up'dtrttmfcetaig^aftd orie x fi/ft dkf fhey Came, wi*^ 
Thomai-'Gorbet, a counsellor and a juftiee of peace 
in thi^ comity* toge&cr vAA the two battifli of Ae 
town, : Ae ferjeahti ar m We * aft* dnder officers; 
When they cialn^ into - Jt|i<e frieetinSg - 1 .wis at prayer* 
andthey were indifferently civil till I had concluded, 
• and 



ajid~th$i fcegaMo take-par namef. Wf^ta JtlwB)th^li 
dj^Riy ^4fe qaUed,jto jufticc Gorbe*, rai^tc^ 
hjnvthoy had not taken, the aarnucs of all . that .were, 
af th* m*etiig& * he agced her* /PZp cv*x untakm:, aod, 
^jf>Htj^#.£M4_^ a quarter ol*}.. 

He (aid, Tfiatiw&&fc'°flf i ?d She anf were4 We arc 
all as innocent from plotting, contriving, or thinking 
ahjratomlto^njr'man, as this little, chiid ^ which 
finote much this Thomas Corbet, and feveral a othcr$ 
prefent. They committed me to one ferjeant's houfe ; 
aM:3?haifij* Un^ohrofcefi ^ X^ari^/fclcy^. ajd 
Ranted liojri^ (fern to Sftronel Woyd of, Ehidfan^ jgv 
the-countyof Saidft ddtift bradi* ijo j^^$a^# 
Lloyd, of London, and Edward Lloyd, of Briftol). 

wiMf^^biifel wj»:c^hfni^4 t% ^a^^o^/rom the 
fterple^hfittfc, be. turned j»e pi|tj, aji^, b# ift? gp 
IjcmKV Ifhottkl not /tajr |hfcxe> :. $» J wtnt { ^ to % 
my irieodaT: tk(e old prifone^ wfeo; we*« ^egt, Jbr*. 
littte v ttai*;Jr^ figs* |iot (uffe^ed ta 

go*Mbcm %<4iiVt.wmL &*$ jM^ufep ??& * *$A 

was refrcJW fclfc *9 /.fcfctljfl^ :$Wgk^$W$fa&^ 
gotQ^neWQttei, 1 1*3 Httle^ipe I went to fee the 
Other *w<* prife^r^uthflt weje^at, the other ferjeaaV*; 
honfe^ and Ifeforj^a^^t^m^ope^i^e with 13^ 
i.0fel&o»^y^ in myl^a^d,:^ 

4kr«flV4Mlff% w»«l d #g?.-H» ^PWl W <*fer> -fa.pad^-by, 
^*fl^«ft^yica^d,*^ eppditooq 
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. that we would go to the fteeple-houfe to their worfhip 
the next firft-day following ; which I told to friends. 
On third-day following, juftice Corbet, and the 
two bailiffs that had committed us to prifon, fent for 
us before them. So we went,.Thomas Lloyd, Samuel 
Lloyd, and myfelf. After fome difcourfe with them, 

.they propofed to us, That if w* would go to church* 
and hear divine fervice* as they called it, we Jhould be 
difchdrged, I told them, when I was laft there, they 
turned me out of their church, and if I fhould make 
any promife to go there, it may be they would do the 
like by me again. Juftice Corbet faid, He would en* 
gage I Jhould not be turned out. Then I told them, I 
knew nothing to the contrary, but that I would come 
there. Juftice Corbet feemed to be fatisfiedj but 
one of the bailiffs (aid, Mr. Corbet, do you think that 
the old Quaker will come to church, except it be 
to difturb pur mini ft er ? Corbet alked me again, 

[Whether I would difturb theminifter? I told him, If 
God fhould put fomething in my heart to fpeak to the 
people, I hope they would not impofe upon me to 
hold my peace. He faid, God forbid they Jhould do 

fo ! Then I told him, I hoped I fhould perform what 
I promifed to do j and fo they difcharged us. Now 
none was under an engagement to go to the fteeple- 
houfe. but myfelf, and the report went about that the 
old Quaker would go to church. 

When ftrft-day came, and the bells. began to ring, 

the other two friends, visa* Thomas Lloyd, and 

I Samuel 
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Samuel Lloyd, came to me and faid, We think we mujl 
go with thee to the Jleeple houfe. ' When the people 
went to the fteeple-houfe, I took my bible under my 
arm, and went to juftice Corbet's, houie, (that was 
but a few doors from my houfe) to let him fee I was 
going, andlafked him, Whether he was coming? ' 
He faid, He was not difpvfed to come that day^ hut he 
would fend hit man to fee that we Jbould not he affront- 
ed. So the two friends and 1 went to my own pew, 
that was oppofite to the pulpit* There was but the 
curate to read the common-prayer, and their fervice 
to them that morning ; there was a great multitude 
of people: ibme faid, there were fome that had not 
been at their church feveral years Before. So nothing 
wa* laid upon us to fpeak to the people, till he had 
done. Then I ftood up, and faid to the people, / 
fuppofe ytu are not ignorant of the caufe of our coming 
here this day y which was thus : the magijirates of the 
town came to our meetings and they jound us upon our 
knees praying to Almighty God. They were civil while 
we were at prayer^ and when we had done y they took 
our names , and committed us three to prifon^ i mojl of the 
reft that were at the meeting were prifoners hefire. And 
the magijirates told us y If we would come to church, 
we fhould be difcharged ; and now you fee we are 
comej according to their defire. But I find that your 
prieft is not here y and now I would have you to inform 
>him\ that lfay f 

i. if 
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I. If he proves this to he the true church ofChrift> 

a. And, that he is a true minifter of Chri/i ; 

3. And that his maintenance is a gofpel-mainU- 

nance j 
4* And this worjbip of yours tope the true worjhip 

of God $ 
Then we will be of your religion^ and come again to 

you, ■ • « 
But if he proves not tbis> then we mujl conclude^ 

1. Tour church to he a falfe church ; 

2. And he to be no true minijler of Chrijl\ 

3. . That his maintenance is no gofpel-mdintenance ; 

4. Thai your worjbip is not the true worjhip of 
God. 

All the people were very civH and orderly, and 
heard me a considerable while in the fteeple-houfe. 
When I had done, Thomas Lloyd fpoke a few very 
fcafonable words to the people. And the people faid, 
If Mr. Longford (which was the prieft's name) will 
not prove us U he the true church of Chrijl^ and our 
worjhip to he the true worjbip^ then we will pay him ho 
more tithes, for what Richard Dairies faid> he proved 
put of the bible', for y ypu fee y he had the bible in his 
hemdall the while. So for that time we parted. 

When, the bells rang again for them to go to their 
•evening fervice, it lay upon me to go there again, and 
the aforefaid friends went along with me 5 where the 
old high-prieft was, who made a long iermon, till 
we were all uneafy 3 but I defired the friends to bear 
12 all 
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all things patiently. When the prieft had done? 'he 
was going. away j and I ftepped up in my feat, and 
defired him to flay, for I had fomething to fay to hifo \ 
which was the fame as aforefaid ; When he heard 
my queries, and what I had to fay, he turned his bafck 
and went away, and gave us no anfwer. Then I 
feid, Behold the hireling fiet th, becanfe he is an hireling. 
Some 'of the people ftaid, and fofne went with him, 
but all diffatisfied, that he would not prove them to 
be the true church of Chrift, &c, I had a good op- 
portunity to fpeak to the people more at large in- the 
grayfe-yard ; the Lord's prefcnee, life, and power 
was with us, Wefled be the name of the Lord for ever, 
who doth not forfake his people that truft in hiiri. 

When we came home, juftice Corbet, fettt for us 
again to him. He met us in his court, and £ud, He 
wasforry thai Mr. Langford was fo uncivil^ that he 
did not anfwer our queries^ which? he thought^ were very 
reafonahle. In a little time, many of the neighbours 
were gathered together in the ftreet, and in his court 
we had a good opportunity tp reafon with him, and to 
open to the people, and declare to them the way and 
means to obtain the kingdom of heaven 5 and he was 
fo moderate, that one of the neighbours faid to himj 
Mr. Corbet,' we think you will be a Quaker too. 
kfis anfwer was, I wijh I were a Quaker in m$ Up 
and corroerfation. Towards the end of our difcourfe*, 
he defired me to give him my Queries in writing, that 
Mr* Langford might anftfer them 5 for,* laid he, it 
' may 



my be be was not prepared to anfiveryeu ttoth hut be 
may anfwer them in writing. I told him, that was 
but a private way of anfwering ; but if he was not 
prepared then, I told him, we would give him the 
meeting next firft-day at the fteeple-houfe, ' or in the 
town-hall upon a market-day. He (aid. It was very 
fair* 

Counfellor Corbet was very friendly and loving to 
tfs, and did no more perfecute us to his dying day; 
hut did us all the good he could in all the courts of 
judicature where he was concerned. 

As for this prieft, William Langford,' many friends 
were moved to go to him to the fteeple-houfe in the 
time of his fervice, to declare to him and the people,> 
vMiat they had to fay from the Lord ; and when the 
magistrates have committed fome of them to pxifon 
on that account, when their fervice was over, tfiis 
prieft hath got them to be releafed. 

Some time after this, he fent the clerk of the 
parifh to me for Eafter-reckonings. I afked the clerk, 
whether his mafter did expect any thing of me, that 
had' nothing from him ; and bid him tell his mafter, 
1 would come to reckon with him by and by. So the 
clerk went his way. And in a little time I made 
myfelf ready. When I went to him, there were a 
pretty many people with- him. I told him, his clerk 
had been with me from him, for that which he Called 
Eafter-reckonings,' and I was come to reckon with 
him j jf he could make it appear that I o*wed him 

any 
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iny thing, I would pay him, and I expeded<th* fame 
from* him. . He laid,, / owed bim for fever al years for 
the facrament. * I ^fked him, what he meaned by the 
word facramenty for I found no fuch word in the 
fcripturc ; he (aid, It me aiied the bread and wine whxth 
was ufed in the church. . I told him, I received none 
of him, and therefore not liable to pay. He anfwer* 
«d again, Why then you might come J* church and 
receive it. I told him, I did not believe that church 
.was the true church of Chrift : and I did not believt 
that he was a true minifter of Chrift, commiffioned 
By him to break the bread, and give it to the people : 
much lefs to fell it, or take money for- it of die 
people ; for I did jiot read in all the fcripture, that 
the true minifters of Chrift did take money of the 
people for that bread they delivered unto them. He 
£Ad then, That the labourer was worthy of his hire % 
and under the law it was faid, Thoujhalt not muzzle 
.the mouth of the ox that treadifh out the corn. I told 
him, he trod out no corn for me ; and though he wa? 
an hireling, yet I never hired hinv 

The people coming thick to pay him for' the bread 
and wine, I afked him, how in confcience he could 
take fo much money for fo little bread and wine $ it 
being, I fuppofe, about ten pence for man and wife 
I afked him, what fcripture he had for it ; and deftred 
him to prove his pra&ice by fcripture* He afked me* 
What fcripture I had to eat flummery. I told him, I 
had fcripture to e*t it. Paul faid to Tiiuotby* Far 

every 
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voaiytteatuft of God is'gmk and nothing to be refufed, 
4f.it he reeeived with thankfgiving : for it isfan&ified 
-by the word of God and fray er^i Tim. to 4. 5* His 
communicants who were preletit, were much diflatis- 
&ed that, be had no better anfiwer and prbof for his 
pradice. ' So I defired the; people to. take notice, that 
-he could not make it appear by. fcripture, that I' owed 
him any thing:; but I told them* ithH; he fcwed rne 
June money, and I defired him to pay it me ; which 
he di<L So we parted fairly. We haw a faying, That 
ttitnt xxtuften reckonings make long friends. He was 
-very friendly afterwards, and never fent to me more 
Sot Eafter-recfconiiigs.. And-akfor the tithe, in time 
of harveft, he charged; his Servants to take from me 
no more' than .'their due, nor fo much; . I was in- 
formed he fbould fay, Me knew mt why hejbould take 
.any thing from me? feeing 1 had Jtething fporn him* He 
lived -here among us many years^ a good neighbour $ 
and though in. the time of great persecution^ yet he 
,had ao hand ia perfecu^ing any of us. 

We have eaufe to Wefe the Lord^ who carried us 
through all our. fcrvices and ex*rcifes, in the time df 
.our.wealcnefe:; and though we were little and low 
4n our own eyes* the Lord. did not leave us ; blefled 
be his holy name for ever. : 

About the year 1663 or 1664, I went to London, 
and found fome there fepacated from that love and 
unity,, which I formerly .Aw them in ;. joining in 
jha* fpirit with. John Perrot y who was newly come 

frorn 
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from priibit at Rome to London," as it was (kid, with 
much feeming humility and lowlinefs of mind* A con«- 
fidcrablc company joined together with him, where 
they had me among, them for a little time* The ten- 
dency of that fptrit was to fpeik evil of friends that 
bore the burthen and heat of the day, aad fo to. cry 
out agaiaft friends as dead and formal. Theyex^ 
pecked a more glorious difpenfetion, than had been yet 
known among friends ; and they kept on their hat* 
in time of prayer. I was but a little while among 
them* 'till a rail of darkheft came over me, and under 
that vail, I came to have a light cfteeiu for my dear 
and ancient friend George Fox, and fome others, 
who had been near and dter to me. But it pleafed 
the Lord to rend that vail of darknefs, and caufe the 
light of his countenance to fljine again upon me ; 
whereby I came to fee the doleful place I was led 
into* by a fpirit that tended to nothing elfebuty^ 
exaltation^ and (under a pretence of humility and felf- 
denial) breach of that unity, love, and fellowfhip, 
that formerly we had together, and the good efteem 
we had one of another in the Lord. Children we 
were of one Father,, efteeming one another above 
.ourfelves in the Lord. There was no jar or conten- 
tion among us then, but all dwelt together in love 
and unity, and in the fellowfhip of that bleffed gofpeL 
of peace, life and falvation. . 

At my return home from London^ I was-foon taken 
to the fame prifon with my friends Jnr Welch-Pool i 
? aad 



and a little before I came among them to prifon, the 
under -jailer dreamed, that he had in his fold a flock 
of flieep, and that he was wreftling to get in one ram 
an?on£ the fheep, but could not get him in; but 
when I came to prifon, he faid to my friend Charles 
Lloyd, Note T have got tbe old ram in among the 
Jbetp. r But the jailer turned me out that night to my 
wife and family ; and though I had the name of a 
prisoner,* and • was premttmredy as the reft of my 
friends and- brethren -Were Ibr'fevera! years, yet I wafr 
not kept clofe prifonfer. 

This was a time when moft travelling friends were 
taken up prifoners, and though I was a prifoner, yet 
it lay upon me to gfct liberty to go and vifit friends, 
in feveral counties of JEngknd and^ Wales. So I fol- 
lowed my good guide, that (hewed me what td do* 
I went to the jailer, and told him, I had an occafion 
to go out a little white, and I could not go without 
acquainting f him of it* becaufe I V**ts his pfifonen 
He faid>> J> warrant yen will -go to preach firm where 
'#r- other \ and then* yeutviU be taken n prifon 5 and 
what Jhall I do then, faid he-: I told him} that? if I 
%a$ tkken prlfoner, I would fend' to him where I was 
arid he might fend for me if hepleafedr foPhfebid m4 
have acare of myfelf. '• -.-':; 

• In a little time, kv the love of- God, I took my 
leave here of m^ friends' and family, and! conftnitted 
myfelf to the prote&ion'of the Almighty.' I went 
to Shrewsbury, and fo tq Worcefterlhire, where J had 
> . good 
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good fervice for the Lord j fo toTcwkefburyj where I 
was never before. An ancient woman friend followed 
ipy horfe, and before I had put up at the inn, flie 
was with me, and very cordially laid, She hadafinfe 
upon ber y that I was one rf her heavenly Father'* 
children. I went in and refrefbed me a little, and 
afked her, whether ihe thought I might have a meet- 
ing with friends that evening* She readily faid* She 
would acquaint friends; of it: And after (he had gone 1 
a littje way out of the ion, Jb^ returned again, and 1 
iefired to know my name, thatjbe might acquaint friends 1 
of it. I was ftraightegpd in myfelf to. give her my j 
name, though I knew not the caufe then ; ' but I de- j 
fired her to go in the .name of the Lord, and if I came 
in the name of the Lord, they would receive me. 
So fhe went, and came sigaiji, and told me, / might 
have a meeting ; which was appointed to be at Sufca 
Smithin's $ and a blefled heavenly meeting we had, 
and. the Lord gave to us our expe&ed end* There 
were feveral profefibrs at the meeting* Some came 
?o me next morning,- and difcourfed friendly with me 
*bout the things of God. 

r . From thence I went through Glouceflerfbire, where 
I had good meetings, and fo to Briflol. When I was 
clear of Briftol, the Lord having blefled me, and pre* 
ferved me fp far in my journey, I fet forward towards 
Pembrokeshire. I > travelled without any companion 
but the Lord alone, who was with me all along io 
my journey ; he was my helper and preferver. So I 

came 
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came to the houfe of our friend Lewis Davies, who 
gladly received me in the Lord: Staying there fome 
time,, they lent me a' horfe to go to a meeting at 
Redftone, and I left my own horfe behind me, think- 
ing he might reft for fome days after my hard riding. 
When I came to the .place, the meeting was out of 
doors, there being no houfe, that 1 knew of, that 
could contain the multitude of people* When we 
came to the meeting, Meredith Edwards, whom 
friends judged unfit to preach the gofpel, had the 
confidence to /peak to the people till they were weary 
of him, and thofe that were ferifible were burthened 
by him ; after fome time there flood up a friend and 
iilenced him. I fat as a ft ranger among them. The 
Lord was with us, his good prefence was our com- 
fort and fatisfadion ; and after fome time I had ah 
opportunity to open to the people thofe things that 
belong to their eternal falvation ; and having, con- 
cluded the meeting in prayer, this man, M. Ed- 
wards, aforefaid, ftood up again and preached to the 
people, and I turned my back and came away, and 
the friends, with moft part of the people, followed 
me. As I was coming out, a friend came and told 
me, there were two foldiers, (I underftood afterwards 
they were the two fons of a prieft) that had brought 
my horfe there fome miles. When I few my horfe, 
I drew nigh to them, and aflced them, who brought 
my horfe there ; they afked me, whether I was the 
man that came from Briji<tl\"\ fold I was* then y faid 

they, 
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they, you are the man we look for* I afked them^ by 
what authority they came ; or what warrant they had; 
and they (hewed me their (words and piftols. I told 
them, fuch warrants highwaymen had. Then I afked 
them, how they durft venture fo, among fuch a com- 
pany ; they faid, they knew we were peaceable men y and 
would not refifl : otherwife they would have brought 
greater force. I told friends, we were hot bound to 
obey them, and defired friends to part, and leave only : 
two or three with me ; but friends love was fo great 
to me, that they kept moftly in a body about me. 
So I defired the friend to take my faddle and bridle, 
that was upon the friend's horfe that I rid to the 
meeting on, and put them upon my own horfe ; fo I 
got upon my horfe, and bid them lay their hands off-4 
my horfe, for I feared not their fwords nor piftols; 
but if they had a warrant from any juftice of peace, 
or lawful magiftrate within the county, I would obey 
it. Then they let my horfe go, and I turned a little 
afide, and faw them lay hold of the. other man, M. 
.Edwards ; J could not call him a friend, becaufe he 
was not guided by a right fpirit ; and I turned myfelf 
to them again, and told them, that if any juftice of 
peace, or lawful magiftrate within the county, had 
any thing to fay to me that came from Briftol, they 
fhould hear of me at the houfe of William Bateman, 
in Haverford-weft. I told them, my bufinefs would 
require fome ftay in the country ; fo they let us go 
pretty friendly j and I had feveral brave meetings in 

Haver* 
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Haver ford- we ft, and other places in the county. The 
laft I had was at Pontchifon among the Welch ; they 
hating notice of a Welchman coming to keep a 
meeting in thofe parts, many came to that meeting, 
and good fervice I had for the Lord, his truth being 
declared in their own language to them. We had 
the meeting out of doors, and I flood with my back 
towards Thomas Simmon's wall of his houfe. I was 
young and ftrong, and my voice was beard to the 
fteeple-houfe, and moft of them came out to hear 
me ; and very few came out with the prieft when he 
had done. When the prieft faw fuch a multitude*, 
he was moved to paffion, and would have had the 
conftable take me down. It was reported fome 
faid to (fce prieft, they would not take me down, for 
I preached Chrift and the gofpel to them, and they 
would have him come and learn of me himfelf I 
was informed, that the prieft's wife and two of his 
daughters were at the meeting, and were very loving 
and tender, and came to be convinced of the truth. 
The Lord was not wanting to us ; his life, power, 
and good prefence was with us, and that meeting was 
the laft I had in Pembrokefhire at that time. The 
friends of that county were very loving and careful 
t>f friends, that came from fijr to vifit them. They 
dwelt in love and unity among themfelves. My 
fervice was weighty upon me, being myfelf only 
without a companion ; the Lord alone, that knew the 
integrity of my heart, wa* my comfort, fupport, and 
K exceeding 
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exceeding great reward. As for M. Edwards, the 
two men before- mentioned, took him before a juftice ; 
the Juftice would have been moderate to him, and 
would have (hewed him kindnefs, but he, by his 
tingoverned temper, provoked the juftice to pafiion, 
(o that he committed him to the houfe of corredton 
as a vagrant for three months, to the great trouble 
of friends. 

I was informed that the ju dices and magiftrate6 of 
that county, were generally very moderate in die 
hatdeft times of perfecution. From Pontchifon I took 
my leave of friends in Pembrokefhire, and came 
pretty dire&Iy home, blefled be the name erf" the Lord, 
to the comfort of my wife and femily, and thofe 
friends that were prifoners ; and the jailer was well 
fatisficd that I came to my prifon, without farther 
trouble to him ; there were feveral taken prifoners, 
at thofe meetings I was at, but the Lord preferved 
and delivered me, blefled be his holy name for ever* 

I was bat a little time at home, ere John White, 
houfe, a follower of John Perrot, came and had a 
meeting at my houfe at Welch-Pool, I happened 
»ot to be at the beginning of the meeting, but came 
before it was concluded, and found he had fown'an 
4evil feed, and that .fome of our friends had received 
it ; who foon after joined with that corrupt fpirit, 
which led them to have a light efteetn of their bre- 
thren, which was a great exercife to many honeft 
friends, and eJpecially to my wife and me $ and we 

were 
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were ready to fay, Hath the L*rd fentus here? to Be 
inflrumental for the gathering of a people in this coun- 
try> and bath he fuffered the enetny to featterr them in 
their imaginations. But fome time after, the Lord 
fetisfied me, that thofe who- were fimplet-hearted 
among them, fhould be reftored agaia into a more 
fettled condition than they had formerly known ; and 
I believed in the word of the Lord* And in time- 
the Lord broke in among them, and opened the un- 
derftanding* of fome of them,, and they began to reafort 
among themfelves, and faw that they were in dark- 
nefc ; ia that moft of thendl were reft or ed again into 
their firft love, and lived and died faithful to truth, 
except Cadwalader Edwards^ who continued in flub- 
bornnefs and hardnefs of heart, and endeavoured to- 
hurt fuch who were fimple-heai ted. I was moved to 
give forth a paper agaiaft him and all his vain imagi- 
nations. The following paper was likewife ient td 
him from friends i 

c We whofe names are here under-written, 
1 are thofe that thou haft beea feeking to infmuat* 
1 thy corrupt principles into y and alfo aye thoie thai 

* certify againft that feducing fpirit that thou art gone 
4 into* and moil of us do know the terror and 

* judgment of the Lord, for receiving, that fpirit j. 
*• and we do exhort all, that they touch not, nor tafte 
4 of it, left they be feparated from the Lord and his 
i people, and fo come under the judgment of the 

k^ « Lord* 



f 96 ) 

1 Lord, as> we have done ; and we have, all feen the 

* hurtful effe&s of that fpirit, and in the fear of the 

* Lord, we do deny the fame, and them that be 

* joined to it/ 



Charles Lloyd, 
Richard Evan, 
Owen Jones, 
Watkin David, 
William Lewis, 

Elizabeth Lloyd, 
Tace Davies, 
Ann Lawrence, 
Katherine Jones, 



Evan Thomas, 
Evan Davies, 
John Reefe, 
Richard Davies, 
Thomas Hammons, 

Sibil Jones, 
Katherine Evans, 
Ann Hall, 
Sarah Wilfon. 



1688. This being read in our monthly-meeting 
for worfhip, the Lord was pleafed to afford us his 
fweet prefbnce, and his power melted, tendered and 
mollified our hearts, and caufed us to praife the Lord, 
for his great goodnefs and mercy to us, in bringing us 
out of that darknefe that came over us, by giving 
heed unto thefeducing {pint of John Perrot, John 
Whitehoufe, and Cadwalader Edwards. And now 
the Lord having reftored us again, we did praife his 
holy name for the fame ; and friends were careful 
afterwards of receiving any fpirit that might tend to 
the breach of love and unity among us. Many other 
friends brought in their testimonies, againft that fpirit; 

amongft 
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amongff the reft, one came from our friend Thomas 
Ellis, who had been" particularly warned by me, in 
the fear of the Lord^ not to touch nor meddle witlv 
the fpirit, though it came with much fceming hu- 
mility, lift he fl>ould foffer thereby ; which he did, 
to his great forrow, and he fet out in his paper, and 
laid, Tbh have I fuffired fir m? mungrel moderation r 
but blefled be the Lord, he was fweetly reftored 
again to his former lov* and integrity, to the great 
comfort of himfelf and brethren. 

As to John Perrot, John Whitehoufe, and* Cad- 
walader Edwards, they turned their backs upon God 
and his truth, and followed the devices of their own 
hearts and imaginations. 

About this time, there being a meeting of friend* 
gathered at Aberyftwith in Cardiganflure, moft o£ 
them were fent to prifon to Cardigan, and our friend 
Thomas Ellis was taken prifoner with them. Having, 
the fuffcrings of thefe young convinced friends under 
consideration, I found much love in my heart to- 
wards them, even* ft> as to go to the magi ft rates 
of the county, to offer myfelf a prifoner inftead of 
my friend and brother Thomas Ellis, and fome others, 

* He became afterwards very bad, and n» godly in his life an<t 
conversion,, and died in ihe FfcrNprifon at London, being there* 
for debt j yet near his end, he feemed to repent of his wicked 
life, and told fome, * That they who were preferved faithful 
* among the people called Quakers, would be happy, and that- they 
« were the people of GaaV 

K 3 that 



( 9« ) 
that they might go home to vifit their families. I ac- 
quainted my wife of my exercife, which came pretty 
dofe to her ; but fee likewrie, in love, after a little 
confideration, gave me up for that fervice. So in* 
few days I took my journey, and went firft to Thomas 
Ellis's houfe, to vifit his wife and family, before I 
went farther ; his houfe being about 24 miles from 
. Welch-Pool, and not far out of my way towards Car- 
diganshire. There I very unexpe&edly met T. Ellis 
himfelf at home ; he told me, they were all difcharged 
out of pruon. Thus I few it was the good will and 
pleafure of my heavenly Father to accept of my free- 
will offering inftead of the deed j and my friend T. 
Ellis and his wife were fenfible of my love and kind- 
neft to them therein. 

And now my fervice being farther for Pembroke- 
(hire, T. Ellis was willing to accompany me iinny 
journey ; and we went to Aberyftwith, to vifit thofe 
friends there, where we had a pretty large meeting the 
firft-day in the morning, and there came one Thomas 
Price, brother to Sir Richard Price, of Gogorddan, 
who took us all prifoners, and committed us to the 
town-prifon. That evening we had a meeting in the 
houfe where we were prifoners. Many of the town's 
people, fome of them perfons of account, were at the 
meeting that evening. I declared the word of the 
Lord to them in Welch, and {hewed them die way 
to the kingdom of heaven. A fweet comfortable 

meeting 
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meeting we had, and great fatisfaQion it was to them 
that were there. 

» That night a weighty confideration came upon 
me* about thofe young convinced friends that were fo. 
lately difcharged of their imprisonment, becaufe they 
were like to go fo quickly to prifon again. So I 
afked counfel of the Lord, what we might do for, 
and in behalf of, thefe young and tender friends ; and 
being under great exercife in my fpirit, earneftly 
praying to God, that he might make fome way for 
their enlargement that time, it came in my mind to 
write to the chief magiftrate Sir Richard Price, and 
to give him an account of my journey fo far, and 
that my friend T. Ellis and myfelf intending for Pem- 
brokeshire, and refting with our % friends, and having 
a meeting with them that day, were taken prisoners 
by his brother Thomas Price ; and if it was his plea- 
fore to fend us to prifon to Cardigan, that he would 
be fo kind as to leave his neighbours at home,, and 
accept of my friend Thomas Ellis and roe* as pri- 
loners inflead of them alL To this effe& I wrote to. 
him, and fent it next morning ; but he ient me no 
anfwer. But the high-conftable came to us,, and 
told us, we muft all prepare to go to Cardigan town, 
where the county jail was kept. So friends freely 
and' heartily prepared themfelves to go. When the 
time of our going was come, they tenderly taking 
their leaves of their wives, children, and neighbours^ 
(for fome of their neighbours came a little way to iee 

them 
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them out of town) the conftable flopped, and bid all 
go home, except Thomas Ellis and me 5 for it feems 
the high~conJtable x had private orders not to go with 
them, but to do as I defired in my letter. Thus the 
Lord did try thole tender friends, and alia delivered 
them. 

The conftable had inftrv&ions to bring us to the 
quarter-fef&ons, then held at Llanbe&r, and not to 
Cardigan. When, we came there r the juftices being 
upon the bench, we were had before theor y fome of 
them were formerly acquainted with Thomas Elhs* 
he having been in authority, and according to hi? 
place, ibmewhat fharp againft offenders. The juftice$ 
were very moderate to him ; but the clerk of the 
peace was very peevtfh and frowarct I afked the 
juftices, whether that man, that questioned my friend,. 
was a jufttee of die pe^ce ; they told me,, he was not. 
Then I told them, we were not bound to anfwer 
him ; but if they would give me leave,. I would give 
them a yafk account of my buiinefs in that county,- 
and upon what account we were fent there before 
them ; and they defired me tojpeak on. I told them 
I was at my own houfe,, with my wife and family, in ; 
Welch-Pool, in Montgomeryshire, and hearing that 
my friend Thomas ElMs, and other of my friends,, 
were in prifon in this county pf Cardigan, for a< 
confiderable time, it was with me to come to the 
magiftrates of this county, 10 offer myfelf a "prifoner,, 
that my friend Thomas Ellis,, and the reft of them,. 

might 
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might go for a little while to vifit their families ; in 
order thereunto, I came as for as my friend Thomas 
. Ellis's houfe, where I found him at home with his 
wife and family - % and they being difcharged of their 
imprisonment, I had a farther concern upon me to go 
to Pembrokeftiire ; my friend Thomas Ellis, being 
not willing I fhould go alone, accompanied me. We 
came to Aberyftwith, to reft there the firft-day of the 
week, and had a meeting with our friends, fo were 
taken prifoners, and fent here to you, and now defire 
to know your pleafure* The juftices anfwered, It 
was great lave indetdy that caufed me to come to offer 
ntyfelfa prifoner upon fuch an account \ and they were 
firry that Sir Richard Price gave us that trouble to fend 
us there : and fo they difcharged us. And the court 
being filent, I had an opportunity to declare the word 
of the Lord among them. Very ftill and attentive 
they were, as if I had been in a meeting. I coin-, 
mended their great moderation, and in the love of 
God we parted with them. The deputy-fheriff, and 
the high-conftable that brought us there, came out 
of the court and treated us very civilly, and would 
have beftowed on us the beft that the town could 
afford, but we were fparing of taking any thing of 
them. I was informed, that the deputy-fheriff and 
the high-conftable were convinced, and very loving to 
friends all along. I know not of any that were itn- 
prifoned in that county afterwards. The Lord was 
with, us, and he had a regard to the integrity of out 

hearts* 
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hearts, and he alone pleaded our caufe, and-was with 
us in our Cervices. 

Then we took horfe and left the town* and went 
towards Pembrokeshire,, till we came to Cardigan, 
about 24 miles. We met with fproe hardship on 
the way, having little or no refrefhraent tiU we came 
here, where we had very good entertainment for our* 
felves and horfes ; and from thence we had a friend 
for our guide towards Pontchifon in Pembrokefhire^. 
but we were benighted, and it rained •, our guide toft 
his way, and we wandered up and down among th* 
peat or turf-pits, and other dangerous places, but the 
Lord preferved us out of them all* At Length we 
came to Pontchifon, but it being dark, we did not 
know the houfe where our friend, that we intended to 
go to, lived ; but I fpoke to our guide to fee where 
the fteeple~houfe door Was, and he brought us to it * 
then I told them, the friends houfe was. oppofite to it £ 
for I remembered when I had a meeting there, my 
back wa» againft the wall of the houfe, and my face 
towards the fteeple~houfe door. So we went forwards 
and found the houfe. I deflred T. Ellis to call and 
tell them, that there were foine friends that had loft 
their way, and de fired to have lodging there that 
night. They being in bed, anfwered, they thought 
that m goad friends were out at that lime of the nighw 
T. ElKs reafoned a little with them, but ftill they- 
were not willing to rife and let us in. At laft I called 
to the friend, whofc name was Thomas Simmons* 

and 
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and to his wife, and defired them to rife and let us 
come itt. He aiked me, who was there ; I told him 
in Welch, Richard Davies was there. What^ faid 
he, Richard Davies of Welch-Pool? I told them, I ' 
was the man. Thereupon the tender loving friends 
faaftiiy came down and let us into their houfe, and we 
were fatisfied in the love of God. This being the 
firft journey that Thomas Ellis made to Pembroke* 
Aire fince he was convinced. 

Hence we went to Haverfordweft, and fi> through 
all the meetings in that county, till we came to 
Pontchifon again, and had a meeting mere, where 
there came many friends, both Welch and Engliib, 
fo that the houfe could not contain us, and we had 
the meeting out of doors in the ftreet, and I declared 
the word of the Lord to them, both in Welch and 
Englifh. 

As we camefo Pembrokeshire, we went to a Bajfr 
tift's houfe, and the woman of the houfe being loving 
and tender, promifed we mould have a meeting among 
the Baptifts there. We alfo appointed a meeting at 
Newcaftle in Car marthenfhire $ Peregrine Muigrave, 
James Lewis, and Several other friends accompanied 
us to the meeting at Newcaftle, The magiftrates of 
the town were very civil, and feveral of them came to 
the meeting. The weight and fervice of the meeting 
hy chiefly upon- me \ for though our friend T. Ellis 
was reckoned a deacon, and an eminent preacher 
among the Independents, yet his mouth was but very 

little 
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little as yet opened by way of teftimony among friends-. 
- He was an underftanding man in the things of God, 
and was not hafty to offer his offering, till he found i 
very weighty concern on him. As ,1 was declaring to 
the people in the Welch language, i flood oppofite to 
a great window that opened to the ftreet, and there was 
an evil-minded man in the ftreet that had a long 1 
fowling-piece, who put the mouth of it through the 
window and fwore, that if I would fpeak another word* 
I was a dead man. But blefled be God, I was kept 
in that which was above the fear of man, and the 
Lord kept me in dominion over all. There were two 
women fitting in the window, and the mouth of the 
gun came between them both ; one of them feeing 
he gun, turned her back upon it, and faid in Welch, 
when the man threatened as before, / will die my/elf 
firjl. And there was one in the meeting went to 
4|us man, and took the gun away from him, and that 
wicked man came into the meeting, and was pretty 
quiet there ; the Lord's good prefence was with us, 
a good meeting we had, and I may fay, They that 
truft in the Lord y are as Mount Sion, that cannot be \ 
moved. And as it was faid of old, As the hills were \ 
round about yerufaletn, fo is the Lord round about his 
feopJ*> to be £ prefent help to them in every needful time. ! 

Here Pembrokefliire friends and we parted, and it 
being fontewhat late, the meeting having held long, we : 
travejlei all night over fome doleful hills, intending to i 
ke at the Baptift meeting next day, which we had 

appointed, 
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appointed* as before mentioned* It was by computation 
about 24. mile?. In this time . we bad little refrefh- . 
ipent far ourfelves or horfea-j but when we came 
there we had no meting. The-. woman of the houfe 
(aid, that the ma gift rates had heard of if y ami charged 
tfam % we Jboidd have- no meeting there. Sq the. flavifh 
fear of man came over them. The woman feemed to 
be.farrowful, and would hare given us (bme- victuals,. 
hut I told hery we did not travel fo hard, to come 
there for her meat and. drink, but in the love of God, 
to the good of thei* foujs. 

&> here my fci«*id.aad companion Thomas Ellis 

afid I. parted* he went homeward** and I went that, 

night to William ap Pugh's houfe, a poor friend, who 

tad. a confiderable company of fmall children* I lay 

qa a Utjtle, ftraw upon a hurdle, of rqd$* When the 

owning appeared, 1 took a bit of a cake and a cup 

of clean water, and Williaifi apr Pugh and I. took our 

j journey towards Radnorfliiret. which, was, about 2& 

1 n^iLes, moftly over; great hills* and. when: I came 

j tberei I ftaid a. little, white among friends. After* 

J ward* I baftsptd home to my &mii#, and wAen I was 

| c#roe tkfire Margaret Itaweii brought my girl to me, 

and Gad* •£&** ** a *&*&. tb* herd hath gw& theey 

^ihe had. been: iick near unto dMatoh. When I was. 

j qndenmy. exencife iniPembtokefliire,. one told me, my* 

child was dead* and my v^k not like to ntcmtr \ whfch. 

, waa matter of: farrow to. tpe; and I turned: a little* 

afide from friend^ ami the Xfitfd .fetisfied- me*, that 

i neither 
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neither my wife nor child were dead. When I came 
home they told me, my Mid hmd been as it were raiftd 
from Jestb to life. Blefled be the Lord that reftored 
her, and preferred my fcmily, and we were comforted 
in the Lord. 

After this journey I (bid a confiderable time at 
home with my family and friends, our meetings were 
pretty much fupplied with travelling friends, efpecially 
from the north of England 5 and though we were , 
prifoners, yet We had our liberty to go to meetings 
abroad. We had a confiderable large meeting at 
Cloddtecochion, (the place of my abode) near Welch- 
fool 5 there were at our meeting John ap John, and 
James Adamfon a north country friend % but the 
magiftrates of Pool* it being in the limits of their 
corporation, came and broke up .our meeting, and 
took ms prifoners* - We old prifoners went to thfc 
County prifon, and the reft to the corporation prifiau 
I took my friend John ap John by the hand, and told . 
him he- rnuft come to prifpn with me ; fo fereral 
of us jwent together, and when the hurry was over 
with them, they let us, who were old prifoners, go 
tp prifon alone. Then I discharged otftr friend John . 
ap John, and told him, he fliouid be my prifoner no 
longer* He ftaida little while with us, and then 
went, homewards,. The jailer was friendly to us, 
mi after a while I went, to the atagiftrates, and got 
them all releafed that /light, except James Adamfon. 
The magiftgtfnft flf thexonnjy gave ftrifik charge, that 
' .v if 
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if any north- Country Quakers came that way, they 
fhould be fecured ; and I had a great care upon roe, 
to get them discharged as fbon as might be j for I 
knew there was a great concern upon them to vifit 
the churches of Chrift wherefoever God fent them. 
"So when I few a convenient time, I went to the fer- 
jeant of the town, and afked him* by what authority 
he kept my friend there a prifoner j and Aether he 
had a commitment upon him ? and he told me No. 
.Then I defined him to let him come with me, and I 
would anfwer for him ; fo the friend came to my 
houfe, and Mends and I concluded together, to let 
him go to Shrewfbury, which was about i a miles 
from Welch-Pool j and I defired him to (by there 
till he fhould hear from me* 

The a&zes being theie a few days after, the chief 
magistrate of Pool went, and I went alfo* And as 
toy friend James Adamfon and I were walking under 
the hall at Shrewfbury we met the magistrate of 
Welch-Pool, to whom James was a prifoner.. He 
feemed a little angry becaufe I feht the prifoner away, 
.and afked me, How I could arifwtr it y for? feid he, 
we fent to the Lord Herbert of Ckerbur^ for a commit-* 
ment upon him* I told him, they had kept him too 
long without a commitment,, which they could not 
legally anfwer.. Now he knew not that the prifoner 
.was with me, fo I afked him after fome difcourfe, 
what he would give me for a fight of the prifoner 5 he 
coftftdered, and afked me, whether the man. that wai 
LZ with 



with me was not his prifimr ; I told hioo.be was, /or 
I knew that he was then out of his liberty. So he : 
laid to the friend* . Tour, frumd both done f&u and maa 
kindrufs\ and I fee, if then had hetti occafion, you 
would bavt tome again ; ib he parted, very friendly 
with us. ; 

In thefe times the oath of allegiance and fupremacy 
was tendered to nioft friends that caste into the ' 
county, if they were taken, and fitch were commit- | 
ted to prifon, for not taking it, till the next affiles, ' 
and thto premunired} and then little hopes df then- 
icing releafed from their iroprifonment ; and it came 
to be a faying, and when any Quakers were taken 
jvifoners in Montgomerylhirc, T-here would be notnd \ 
tf their imprifonrnent* ] 

About the year 1669, my ancient, well-beloved, 
and dear companion, John ap John, and I, took tmr 
journey for South- Wales, to vifit our friends and 
brethren in thafc parts. We went nrft into Radnor- 
shire, where we had feveral .good meetings. We I 
gave timely notice before-<hand, where we appointed I 
•the meetings, and feveral friends and other people 
came from Herefordshire to meet us at the lower end 
of the county of Radnor, where we had a rweet 
living meeting, and the power of the Lord tendered \ 
the hearts of many. We declared the . word <& the 
Lor^ both in Welch and Englifh. ' My friend John j 
ap John was very found and intelligible in the Welch | 
language. He deferved the right hand of fcflpwfhip, 

for ! 
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for he was my elder* and the firft friend that I heard 
declare in a meeting in the Englifh tongue; and 
though he was not perfecV in that language, yet he 
had the tongue of the learned, to fuch who were 
fprritual. When that meeting was ended in Radnor* 
fhire, we both withdrew a little afide from friends, 
being bowed before the Lord, in a fenfe of his good- 
nefs amongft us. After a little while I. turned my race 
towards the friends, and (aw a man coming towards 
me with much brokennefs and tears; and' when he 
came to me, he took me in his arms and held me 
there, I was very tender of him, though I knew 
htm not. He afked me, whether I did not know him\ 
I told him, I did not; though I (aid; I could remerrr- 
ber fomething of him. He faid, he had caufe to re- 
member me.- When I looked upon him again, I a(ked 
.him, whether he was not Roger Prichard;- he- faid,.- 
he was- the man that had gone aflray* And I was glad,^ 
yea, very glad, that the loft fheep was found, and 
that he came to know the true fhepherd and his voice 
in htmfelf, and he followed him, and went not affray* 
again, as Jle did before; He accompanied us to fe«- 
veral meetings in. that county, and' in> Monmouth*- 
fhire. As -We were parting with him, John ap John 
told him, he had come far out of his way with* ite. 
He anfwered, we had put him in his right way again i? 
* Mnd he hoped hejhould keep in it.. 
• We jwertt through Monmouthlhire, and Glamor- 
ganfluney vifiting friends. We had a good meeting. 
~ 1*3 at 
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at Scilly, and at Swanzey is Glan^gw&irej where 
we met with ibme French Britons, We could undet^ 
fiaad fomething of their language. -We found they 
were paffion&te among theoifelves* 

From thence we pafled to Caraaarthetflhire. We 
had a meeting at Cardiff, and lodged at John Mayors, 
his wife Elizabeth was a nurfing mother to friends in 
the beginning. At Cardiff John ap John AtSesed 
great perfecution, and in other parts of that country, 
before I was convinced * I fijgpofe he ought be pri- 
soner there in 1653* or 1654. 

We went thence towards Pemhrokeihire* where 
we had feverai good meetings, ami the Lord we 
with us. Then we came homewards 3 and before 
we parted with Roger Prichard, we appointed a meet- 
ing at his boufe, which was in Afajeley-Wootoo, 
The Lord helped us on in our journey, and we came 
there according to the time appointed, and a large, 
fweet, comfortable meeting w$ had* I know apt that 
any meeting had been there before. I appointed 
another meeting to be there ; and in a few weeks 
after my return home, I went accordingly. The 
concern of that part of the county of Hercfordfhire 
was much upon me, and I was <rftea there; and 
when the people of that village faw nie come, they 
would fay one to another, Come> M us go is Mr. 
PrUhard's, for we jbtll have prayers tfwe t$ night \ 
and the houfe hath been loon nesu- full of people* A 
comfortable time we ufed to fcive together awl rnaay 

were 



-were gathered to the Lord in thofe parte. As for 
Roger Pochard, the Lord blefled bim in his bafket 
and in Ms ftore, and Ms heart and houfe were open to 
Criends, and he built a fine meeting -hoafe at bis own 
charge, and alio gave a burying- place, and fettled 
both upon friends for that (ervice, and lived and died 
in love and favour with God, and in unity with his 
brethren. Say to the rightews, It Jball go ttoell with 
them. 

About liits time I was pretty much at home, and 
the enemy and adveriary of the growth and profperity 
of truth in thefe parts, ftirred up an informer againft 
us, one John David, alias Pugh, a weaver, a tenant 
to the jailer. We had our meeting in an upper 
room in the prifon, and the £ud informer dwelt 
below. Once as Jie was coming by my barns where 
my cattle were, he (aid to ferae of my neighbours, 
Thefe tattle are ail mine. They sflced him, how they 
were his; he'faid, Richard Davits bad f reached three 
times this day, and that by the law there is 60/. en the 
preacher for the fame. Sy this it was noifed abroad 
m the town, that I was lite to be undone. My neigh- 
bours feemed to be concerned, and -one of the alder- 
men, a relation of mine, came abidingly to me, add 
aiked me, whether I had a mind ft ruin my iknfe and 
family \ could I net leave my f reaching, when I knew 
the laws were fi fevere againft us. 1 told hrm, I 
could not, when the Lord required it of me. I de- 
fired him to let the informer alone, and let him take 

his 
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his courfe. He faid, be would not \ butj fakl he r I 
will teU thee what I will do; I will take bim along 
with me to Severn-fide^ and whet my knife veryjharpj 
and I will cut off one of the rogue* i ears ; ..and if ever 
he informs againjl thee again^ I will cut off the other. 
I earneftly defured him to let him alone ; but he and 
his neighbours were fo enraged againft hun> that I 
was afraid they would have done him fome mifchief. 

This informer was a weaver by trade, and the 
neighbours took their work away from him* fo that 
his children went foon after a begging, many of the 
town telling them, their father had got a new rich 
trade in hand, and that; they need not give them any 
thing. So the poor children fuffered very much ; but 1 
my wife did not withhold her hand of charity from 
them. 

One time I had my hoots on, ready to go out, the 
jailer, this informer's landlord, feeing bim come up 
the ftreet towards my houfe, I being in the ftreet, he 
(aid to the informer, Mr. Informer^ you fee Richard 
Davies is going out to preach fome where to-day, I 
advife you to- look diligently after your- bufmefs,* and 
find him out. If you W& not inform againft him,. I 
will inform againft you.. You. have got £ good trade 
in hand, and if you do this great fervice for the king, 
you. muft needs have either Dolebraa, or Coedcowrid, 
for your pains. .The one was the manfton-houfe, and 
the other the jointure-hoiue that belonged to my friend 
Charles Lloyd, and his anceftors. Thus the jailer 

jeered 
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jeerd hicn, and the poor informer travelled great part 
of that day, from one friend's hoiife to another, to 
fee lor me, till lie came to Dolobran, where we were 
met upon church affairs. * As we were coming from 
the meeting, I met him at the door, and difcoctrfed'a 

/little with him. He Mid us, that he was going for 
a warrant againft us to Edwafi Lord Herbert. I 
felt the power of God was ewer him, and trutii reign* 
ad among us. He went to the &td Lord, and defeed 
a warrant agaiitft the Quators. Lord Herbert affced 
him, What dklthe^uaieri do ; faetaid, Theypreadh- 

! ed. He queried of him, Where did ihey f reach*? 

\ Be told him, they preached at his houfe, which w&s 
their pnfbri. Lord Herbert answered, Let them preach 

I there as fong as they willy what have In fay- to them-? 
But the iriformer told him, They met at Cloddieed- 

j chion, He a&ed ham* whether fhofe there were mt 
prijeners * lie amfwered, They were. Ttoeri fakl 

; Lord Herbert, What do they do at Qoddietochion ? 

J Do they preach there ? He faid, No j their way was 
to fit down, and to iook one upon another. He 
ahfweped> 'Thou art but * fool \ ; the Quakers are a 

■ fating people i ihey want to vifit their thildrtt^ -and to 

■ tat hread and cheefe with them. 

So Lord Herbert took his cane* and went from torn 
with his gentleman to walk in >feis park. The in- 
•former followed them, and fpofce again to 'him, and 
.fady Will you be pleafed to grant the a warrant 
agaiftft the Quakers ? He afeed Mai, Wha fint him 

there 
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then for * warrant? He faid, D. Da vies. (This 
was Che prieft of Welch-Pool, a quiet man, and no 
perfecutor.) Lord Herbert aiked him again, whether 
ie had a letter from him ; the informer Jaid> No, 
be thought his word might be fufficient to get a war- 
rant againft the Quakers. Upon this Lord Herbert, 
with indignation, it is .thought, would have fpoiied 
.him, had not his gentleman interpofed. He faid v to 
him, Is it not fufficient to put my peaceable neighbours 
in prifon? Muft I give a warrant to make fucha 
rogue as this is ricb^ by ruining them and their fami- 
lies f So the informer returned home ; and a* I was. 
going. by his houfe, he defired me to walk in, for he 
had fomething to fay to me. I went in with him, and 
he (aid to me, I am forfy I did you fo much wrong, 
. for I intended much evil againft you. I was put on 
to be an informer, which proved to be mine ahd my 
children's ruin j for my neighbours took their work 
from me, and when my children went to their doors, 
they would fcarce give them. any thing to relieve 
them,. And now I defire you to pray to God to for- 
give me; and I pray you to foigive me alio; fori 
think moft of our biihops are Papiits, aad there is no 
truft to be put in them* 1 defired him to have a due 
. what he faid, and not by the fault there ; for it was 
the enemy, the adverfary, .the devil,. j&at begot tf»t 
covetous mind in him, againft his peaceable neigh- 
bours. I defired the Lord to forgive bim j and as &r 
me and .my frieads, we would forgive him 5 and I 

defired 
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JeftrecThirri to go his way, and to dofo no more. So * 
he never informed againft us afterwards* 

Thus the. Lord helped and prefer ved us thtough 
great hardfhips and difficulties. There was nothing 
taken from us at this time, upon this informer's ac- 
count. 

About the "year 1675, we heard there was a fevere 
perfection by informers in Merionethfhire, efpe- 
ciajly in PenUyn, near Bala ; in which time our 
meetings did increafe there, and many people came to # 
them. A concern lay upon my friend Charles Lloyd 
and me to vifit toafe meetings, where we had a meet- 
ing on the'firft day of the week at Cadwalader Tho- 
raas*s, called Wem-fawr. There was abundance of 
people, more than the houfe could hold. Two in- 
formers came in, and ftaid all the meeting time ; and 
after Charles Lloyd and I had cleared ourfelves by way 
<tf teftiraony, die people's underftandings were very 
much opened in the, things of God, and the way to his 
kingdom, in the Welch language, In which I con* 
eluded the meeting, the Lord owning of us with his 
4preat power and prefence, to our great comfort, and 
the fatisfa&ion of the auditory. Tiie two informers 
kneeled ^ipon their knees with us, while I was at 
jirayer, and one of them, called Robert Evans, did 
exceedingly tremble $ and when I had concluded the 
, meeting* the laid Robert Evans took a paper out of. 
his pocket, and flood before us with much trembling 
and fhafring, and &sM ft? nothing to us, but a 
• * warranty 
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rout, a warranty a-warrant* Friends, flood quiet* 
in the poffeffion of that life and power that God had 
btefied thorn withal that day* apd we £ud nothing to 
him, nor he to as, which, was<almoft aa amazement 
to the Jpedalors ; for be wa**fpit*ful esviou* man, 
that had done much fpoil upon friends in thofe parts. 
At hft I aflced bin, what he had there; he told me, 
b< had a warrant. I defined him. to let ns fee k. He 
was not willing we fbeuld fee it;* but (aid, Ifw& 
timid cams * UttU farther on **r «wjr, wjbtiddfi* it^- 
We told friends, we were not bound to follow him, 
and defired friends to dqparo to their own habitations* 
But our loving tender «hearted fjaemfc would not part 
with us. Charles Lloyd and I had. a great mind to 
fee what the. tenor of his. warrant -was, and who the : 
juftkes were that did: fign it. So we went along with.' 
ramtothehoufe, where he faid weihouldfee it ; but 
the man of the houfe not being, within, he waft ftill 
loth we mould fee it. We told him, he fliould have 
it his again, and at laft he let us fee it : and we few. 
that colonel Price of Rhiwlas* and: colonel Saliibury 
of Rug^ had granted it. We went that night to 
John Thomas's o£ Llaetbgwn, and were concerned: 
t».go and vilit thde/juftices* In the. fir A place wet 
went to fie whether we could fpeak with Pric* o£ 
RhiwJas* to la; the fufferings of friends,, thatweee» 
&s neighbours and tenants, befera hkn, fer maap oi> 
them were bis. tenants.; but we could; nop fee trim,, 
though we h«arihe waa at home. Tiieoce w* went: 
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to Rug* where this colonel Salifbury lived ; and we 
enquired, before we came to the houfe, whether he 
, was at home ; feme told us, Hi was : but when w; 
! came there, they perceived we were thofe people 
j called Quakers, by out habit and language, and he 
being confeious to himfelf what he had done, and 
I what fpoil was made upon friends goods, would not 
! admit us to fpeak with him. We defired one of his 
j fervants to acquaint him, that we had come a great 
; way to vifit our fuflering friends in that county ; and 
my friend Charles Lloyd bid him tell him who he 
I was > for it feems he was his relation, and an old 
| fchopl-fellow. From thence we went to John ap 
j John's, at Wrexham in Denbighshire, and vifited 
i friends there ; and then came home to our families, 
where we found all things well ; and the Lord was 
with us in our journey. 

Some time after this it lay upon me to go and 
vifit friends in London. I went to fee the lord Powis 
and his lady who dwelt then at London, they were 
| my particular friends j and acquainted them with the 
fufferings of our friends in Merionethfhire, by in- 
formers upon the late aft. They afked me, Which way 
they might he helpful to friends -, I told them, If they 
would be pleafed to get a f&w lines from their brother 
the duke of Beauford, then lord-prefident of Wales, 
to colonel Price of Rhiwlas, I did not queftion but 
that would moderate them very much : for the faid 
colonel" was not in tne main a perfecutor, but was 
: ' m put 
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•put on by fome peevifh clergyman, fo called. In a 
little time they got his letter for me, with his own 
feal thereon, but not feaied up ; the tenor of it was 
thus : Sir, I have flopped the complaint of his Majefif's 
J'ubjeflS) tailed SShtaterS) from coming before the cotohcil- 
boardj concerning the fever e profecution of the penal 
Jaws againft them. So when I had this letter, I made 
what hafte I could down into the country, and gave 
it to a friend and relation of colonel Price's, who de- 
livered it into his own hand. It had good effect ; 
the Lord was pleafed thereby to ftop the rage and ruin 
that was intended againft friends in that county. The 
juftices of the peace called the informer to an ac- 
count for what he had done to, and taken from 
friends, but he could not make up his account. The 
moderate juftices followed him fo clofe, in behalf of 
the king, that he was near ruined and undone there- 
by. So it pleafed God that himfelf fell into the fnare 
and evil that he intended againft his neighbours. 

Some time afterwards, one Price, prieft of Llan- 
vawr, in Mertonethlhire, was fevere againft friends 
for tithes, and fome friends came down to me to 
Welch-Pool with an account thereof. I confidered 
fais proceeding upon a quo minus from the exchequer, 
and caufed an attorney to appear for the friends, and 
he ur a few terms, brought me a writ of charges • 
againft the prieft. When I had it, I was in a great 
ftrait what to do with it ; for I knew if the prieft 
was taken upon it, it would exafperate him againft 

friends. 
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; friends. I fent for fome of thefe friends to be at our 
I quarterly-meeting at Dolobran, which they belonged' 
to. I ,told them what my judgment was in the mat- 
! ter ; and that though there was a writ of cofts ob- 
| tained againft the pried, yet it was not expedient to> 
| have it executed. I told them, I thought it would 
be more convenient for them to- take writ, (hew it to 
. the deputy-fheriff, and tell him the whole cafe j but 
j to take care that the writ fliould not be left with him ; 
j which was well approved of, and the friends did ac- 
cordingly, and kept the writ- The deputy-fherifF 
j" knew that would be for the advantage of friends, and 
was ready to do what he could for them. So he 
| blazed it abroad that the Quakers had got a writ 
. againft the prieft, and the poor prieft was afraid of 
■ coming to the fteeple-houfe for feveral days to per- 
form his fervice, till he employed fomebody to come 
' to friends to make an end of the matter ; and I never 
heard that he troubled friends again for tithes while 
be was. theFe. 

About that time that I was at London to vifit 

[ friends r there fprung up a new informer, whofe name 

I was David Maurice, he lived at a place called Pen-y- 

bont, in Denbighfbire, and was newly made a juftice 

of the peace of the county of Montgomery, He that 

recommended him was informed that he was a fober 

man, and not given to perfecution j but foon after he had 

hiscommiuion, he appeared to be a great perfecutor, 

not only of our friends, but of other DifTenters alfo. 

Ma The 
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The faid David Maurice, upon the 7th day of the 
firft month, called March, 1674-5, came into a meet-* 
ing at Cloddiecochion, with about 14 or 15 perfon^ 
moft of them armed, where a finall number of our 
friends were waiting in filehce upon the Lord. He 
^ requefting us to depart, our friend Thomas Lloyd 
requeued of him a quarter of an hour's time before 
our being difperfed, which he readily granted, and he 
M'ith his followers fat among ft us. * Thomas Lloyd- 
uttered a few words, by way of defining the true reli- 
gion, and what the true wor&ip was; all which 
David Maurice approved of as found, and according 
to the do&rine of the church of England j yet net- 
.withftanding, he fined T. Lloyd 20I. foj preachings 
though he was no magiftrate of the corporation, a*# 
he fined the houfc aol, and 5s. a- piece for life hearers.. 
And on the 16th of the fourth month, 1675, he- 
caufed to be driven from Thomas Lloyd four cows 
and a mare, all worth about 16L by two of Ms fer- 
vants, one of them being his clerk, and the other hi* 
tenant, and no officer of the corporation, nor of the 
parifh, nor of that allotment of the hundred, in place 
with them. Thefe were lurking near the ground 
about two hours before day, and drove away the. 
cattle before fun- rife, and they were brought out of 
the county into his own domains. 

The fame day about the dawning thereof, the faid 
drivers, by a warrant from the faid David Maurice* 
rudely broke through a neighbour's fields, to the 

grounds 



grounds of Thomas Lewis, of Cloddiecochion, and 
drove from him fix cows/ two oxen, and two heifers ; 
Pledging for bis offence that the (aid T. Lewis 
fuffered a meeting to be at his houfe, though the 
&id David Maurice was at that meeting himfelf, and 
not only allowed of the time,, bat approved what was* 
fpoken there. - . 

! About the fame time Charles Lloyd, of Dolobran,* 
had ten young beafts taken from him by John Jones* 
of Golynog, an attorney at law,- who was that year 
ererfee? of the poor of the pariih of Myvod, toge~ 
titer with die petty conftahle, &c. upon a warrant 
from the laid David Maurice, the only informer and 
bufy jufHce upon this mercenary ad in our borders,, 
for preaching at Cloddiecochion,. within the liberties- 
ef Welch-Pool, the 14th of the firft month,. 1674-5^ 
mough the faid Charles Lloyd was not at that place: 
that day, nor many days before or after, at any meet- 1 
ing. David Jones of Branyarth,. for being a hearer 
ait the faid meeting at Cloddiecochion^ had a brafs* 
pan, for his own proper fines, taken from him, and* 
one cow for the pretended-inability, of others con* 
vi&ed,. upon a. warrant from the faid David Maurice^ 
Of Pen-y-bont. But nothing was taken from me,. 

I though my family was at the meeting, and L lived; 

I within the limits of the corporation.. 

I being at this time in London,, and my fervice; 

' there pretty much in the time of the faiti hard perfe*- • 

cation* my dear friend. Charles Lloyd fent me up *» 

Mi full. 
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full and targe account of £he fafiexiitg* pf friend* 
there, by this wicked informer David Maurice * and 
when I had read and confidered them, I was under a 
great confideration, what way to take to prevent the 
farther 'intended mifchief of this man v and I laii 
their iimocefft said faithful fufferings in (beret before 
the great God of heaven, who hath the hearts of alt 
men in his hand, and may order their* as feeaaeth 
good to hinn 

After this, when the time of die quarter-feffi&im 
was come, the clerk of the peace told the court, k* 
had received the new commiffions \ which being ready 
and this D. Maurice being then prcfcot, and fading 
himfelf left&ut, he fell into a great rage and pafton* •' 

In a little time die faid IX Maurice went to Lon- 
don, and was put into comm&ffion again 5 bat beings 
made high-fberiff of the county this year, fee couUfr 
not a£t as a jufiice of the peace ; fo her fell into* 
great rage, for that the faid office was like to be 
chargeable to him. So that year we had peace andk 
quietnefs ; and when his fberifF-flirp was over, he 
was coming- through a brook called LynHeth, near 
his own houfe. at Pcn-y-bont, and it was fappofed his- 
horfe threw him, and he was carried down into the 
river Tannat a considerable way, and there miferably 
perifhed. Thus the Lord helped us through all our 
afflictions and troubles ^ and we fee, that they that 
truft^in the Lord/hall net be &mfounded\ but are en 
Mount Sionj that cannot be rem»ed\ and as the- hilh 

be 
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he round akcutjirufabm, Jo h tbo Lord round about 
Us peopU ; blefled and praifed be his holy name for 
ever and evermore, faith my fouh 

lit the latter end of the year 1674, I vent to vifit 
my ancient dear friend George Fox, who was a pri- 
loner in Worcefter j I paffed through Hertfordshire, 
and had fome meeting* t&ere. I ftaid with my friend 
George Fox for fome time* He told me how he 
was taken prifoner, and that he' was indided for 
refilling the oath of allegiance \ that be had been 
twice removed by habeas corpus to London ; that he 
bad his trial there, and no error being found in hi* 
mdi&merTt, he was returned back again to hid pri- 
fon at Worcefter, As he was opening his cafe to- 
me, I thought there might be fuffieient errors found 
hi his indictment €0 get him discharged, I Cold him 
of a coanfellor, Thomas Corbet, a friend of mine, 
then in London, who was very excellent in finding 
out errors 5 fo after fome confideration, he font next 
poft for an habeas corfus i which came down in a little 
time, and the fheriff was ferved with k ; fo we fet 
forward, G. Fox went in the coach with the fheriff 
and derk of the peace of Worcefter, and I rid on 
my horfe along with the coach) and no other friend- 
with us. 

We came to London the 8th of the twelfth month, 
and when we came there, feveral friends much ad- 
mired that he fliould be removed up again 5 for he 
was foftiething private in the matter. He defired the 

ids, 
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friends, who* had the management of the b'ufinefs be- 
fore, to let me have a copy of the record, which was 
pretty difficult to be had ; for feveral thought it waft 
to little or no purpofe ; but G. Fox was not fatisfied 
till 1 had it. 14iad acquainted councilor Corbet of 
the whole cafe, as far as I could underftand it, before 
I could fee a copy of the record ; and about the tend* 
hour in the night, William Mead came with me tor 
councilor Corbet with it. When he had read it, he 
laid, There were feveral material errors in it; which 
put W. Mead to a consideration how that could be ^ 
and he defired the counfellor to ihew him one error. 
The counfellor (hewed him feveral errors. W. Mead 
ieemed to wonder that fuch great errors could not: 
have been found out by other counfel. 

The next morning being the i ith of the twelfth; 
month,, we went to court, where fome other counfel— 
low moved firft on G. Fox's behalf, and they were 
pretty clofe upon fome things, but they, knew not of 
any errors in the indi£Unent» All this while coun- 
fellor Corbet was filent. Counfellor Waicott was, 
againft G. Fox, and fearing left they, fhould find 
fome errors in the indictment, he moved, that the. 
oath fhould. be tendered again- to. G. Fox. Upon, 
which counfellor Corbet flood up and moved, that, 
there was no" imfrifonment in cafe' of premunire. 
Whereupon the chief juftice Hales faid, Mr..Corbet >v 
you fhould have come fooner at the beginning of the 
term with that plea. He anfwered, We cquld not get a, 

copi 



( 125 ) 

copy of the return* and of the indiQnunt. % The judge 
replied, You fhould have told us, and we would have 
forced them to have made a return (boner. Then 
faid judge Wild, Mr. Corbet, you go upon general 
terms; and. if it be fo as you (ay, we have com- 
mitted many errors at the Old- Bailey, and in other 
courts. Corbet was pofitive, that by law they could 
not imprifon upon a premunire. The judge (aid, 
There is fummons in the ftatute. Ytij faid Corbet, 
but fummons is xot imprifinnunt j for fummons is in- 
order to a tripL Well, faid the judge, we nauft have 
time to look in our books, and consult the ftatutes s 
fo the hearing was put off till the next day. As we 
were going out of Weftminfier-hall, fbme friends 
were much doubled, t^at the Welch counieHor fhould 
f|art fuchapka, contrary to the opinion of the judges, 
and all the cqunfellors -, and feme of them faid, tboja 
thought G« Fox would have been difcharged, if the 
counfellor had not put in that plea. But htineft plain 
Q. Fox faid, he had a fine trial, and was Cheerful in 
his fpirit* I defired friends to have a little patience* 
fori thought the Welch, counfellor would fiend upon 
his own legs. So I went to the hall, again, and ftatd 
for counfellor Corbet, till the court was up ; and when 
I found him,;! told him, he had ftarted that which 
many thoughrhe cofld not make good > and if fb, it 
would be a refle&ion upon me and the Welch conn* 
fellor, as they called him. . He defired me to bring 
him that evening another copy xtf the record, bendes 

what 
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what he had. So I got one, and went with it 
to him; and he writ in the margin fornething in 
French, and gave it me again, and defired me to go 
with it to Thomas Rudyard, who was an attorney in 
London, for G. Fox, and defire him to deliver it 
that night' to judge Hales, and he would take the 
other himfelf to judge Wild 5 and' then he thought 
there would be little difcourfc of that matter more : 
and fo it happened. For, 

* The next day they chofe rather to let that plea fall* 
ted begin with the errors of the indictment 5 and 
when tbey came to be opened, they were (o many 
And fo grofs, that the judges were ail of opinion the 
indidment was quafhed and void, and that G. Fox 
6ught to have his liberty. Upon which proclamation 
was made, that if any had any thing to fay againft 
George Fox, let them come forth and they (Hall be 
heard, otherwife he is difcharged. And fo he was fet 
at liberty, 

1 Counfellor Corbet,"" who pleaded this caufe, got 
great fame by it ; for many of the lawyers told him, 
he had brought that to light, which had not been 
known before, as to the not imprifomng upon a pre- 
munire. And after the trial, a judge faid to him, Ton 
have attained a great deal of honour by pleading George 
Fox 9 * caufe fo in court. ^ 

As we were coming out of the courtj I had an op- 
portunity to fpeak to fome of London, and to blame 
them for their unbelief; becaufethey could not believe 

that 
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lhat any good could come from that plea. I was 
then of a mind, and ftill am, that the hand of the 
Lord was in it, more than the wit and cunning of 
man ; for that trial put an end to all the premunires in 
the nation. Our friends, in this county of Mont- 
gomery, were moft of us under a fentence of premu- 
nire for many years. Our friend Charles Lloyd was 
not fuffered to fee his own houfe for feveral years, 
although it was but five miles from Welch-Pool, 
where he 'was kept a prifoner. And as for myfelf, I 
had the name of being a prifoner on the fame account 
for about feven years, but was not kept clofe prifoner 
in all that time, but had my freedom and liberty to 
be at London, and in other places of the nation, as 
my fervite was, and as the Lord made way for me. 
In this time I vifited friends pretty much in their 
fufferings. 

So, good is the Lord, and good is bis wora\ and 
worthy is he to be praifed by all that know him, from 
henceforth and for ever* . > 

1677. Some years after this tr'ml of G. Fox at 
London, counfellor .Walcott, who was a counfellqr 
againft him was made judge of three counties in 
North-Wales, viz. Meripnethfhire, CarnarvpnQiirej 
and Anglefey. He began his circuit in Bala in Mfcj- 
rionethfhire. He caufed feveral friends to be brought 
before him, and tendered them the oath of allegianqe 
and fupfemacy. He did not i/itend tp gro£$ed £g#iQJt 
them by premumre 9 but laid, The refu&l of thofe 
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oaths was high-treafon, and he would proceed againft 
them upon that ftatute for their lives the next affizes; 
threatening that the men mould be hanged, and the 
women burned. He was a wicked hard-hearted man, 
and intended much mifchief to friends, if the Lord 
had not prevented him. So friends of that county 
acquainted us here of the whole proceedings in that 
affair. It being the time that the parliament was 
fitting, friends concluded, that our friend Thomas 
Lloyd fh{>uld go up to London immediately, and we 
defired him to advife with counsellor Corbet, what to 
do in the matter, who was then in London. When 
counfellor Corbet heard of the bufinefs, he was much 
concerned, for he was very well acquainted with this 
Walcott, and feid, By that way they might try us 
aH, if Pvptry came up again ; for they have, faid he, 
the writ De Haretico Comburendo in force, which was 
executed in queen Mary's days, for the burning of 
-Hereticks, which was not repealed to this day. So 
counfellor Corbet and Thomas Lloyd went to the 
parliament-hoiffe, and acquainted ieveral parliament- 
men of it, and that feffions it was repealed ; and 
judge Walcott was fpoken to in London, and our 
tftiends were no farther profecuted, but had their 
liberty ; and blefled be the Lord, friends had great 
^eace and quietnefs in that county for a confiderable 
time afterwards. In a few years judge Walcott died, 
4o there Was an end of that persecutor* 
• - ' ' : ' ' ■-*- - : -.-■■-■■■■. :■ In 
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In the year 1677, our friend John Burnyeat came 
to give us a vifit in Wales, and had a meeting at 
Machynlleth, in Montgoraeryfhire, where appeared 
j an informer, Oliver Maurice, of Drain Llwydion, 
[ in Merionethfhire, and caufed a difturbance, and 
j went afterwards to William Pugb, of Mathafern, near 
Machynlleth, a juftice of the peace for this county, 
(he was one of them that had his commiflion when 
I D. Maurice was turned out, as before related* page 
j. 122.) who granted him a warrant; and himfelf, 
! together with his bailiff and a conftable, meeting 
1 John Burnyeat and Thomas Ellis upon the road, 
flopped them, and feized their horfes with their fai- 
dles and bridles, fo that they were conftrained to 
travel on foot. J. Burnyeat's mare died within an 
hoar and an half after feizure, and Thomas Ellis's 
horfe died in the informer's hands in half a year's 
time ; in which time alfo a di (temper infected moft 
of his cattle, whereby he fuffered very great lofs : the 
faid juftice likewife fined feveral other friends at the 
lame time, though they lived in another county. 
ThcJmas Ellis difpatched ameffenger to meat Welch* 
Pool, being about 22 miles. The next day the Lord 
Powis^being at home athiscaftle of Powis, I went to 
him, and acquainted him thereof, and he was very 
forry. I^defired of him, that he would grant me that 
favour to make ufe of his name, that he had heard 
fuch and fuch things concerning the beforefaid juftice. 
Nttonlyfoy faid he, but let Mr. Edmund \ Lloyd (this 
M wa* 
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wasaneighbouring juftice, and no persecutor) write 
to him, and telt him, that lam angry with him for fuck 
proceedings. So I went to my friend, that other 
juftice, and got him to write a few lines to the £aid 
W. Pugh. So he wrote effectually to him, and I 
fent it away by night ; by which means the reft of 
the fines were flopped. But John Burayeat's mare 
was dead, as before releated. 

Some time after, there was in this county of Mont- 
gomery, one Hughes, a prieft, in the parife of Hir- 
nant, where lived a friend, an honeft man, whofe 
name was John Rhydderch, who could not pay tithe 
for confcience-fake. This prieft brought feverai ac- 
tions againft him out of the county-court for tithe ; 
the fheriff's bailiffs drove away feverai of his cattle, 
for judgment had out of the county-court. Our 
friend being well acquainted with the deputy fherifl^ 
acquainted him of the errors 6f the proceedings in the 
county-court ; and the (her iff orderejL the bailiffs to 
return the friend his cattle again : fo the prieft was in 
2 great fret that he 16ft all that charge* After that, 
he ordered the friend to be fued at Ludlow court, 
which was for the marches of Wales. • This court 
was a great yoke and bondage to friends in this do- 
minion -, for all anfwers were to be given upon oath 
in that court, which friends could not do for con- 
fcience-feke. This prieft followed the friend with 
one contempt after another, till it came to a writ rf 
rebellion. We kt him go pn as far as he could go, 
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tiff die" friend was ready to be taken ;. our attorney 
gaVe us an account of it* and I defired the friend U> 
go to a friend's houfe irv Shropshire, which was out 
of the jurifdi&ion of that court* and ftay there till 

, he fhould hear from me. I fent to London to Johd 
- Lk>yd, brother to Charles Lloyd of Dolobran, who 
belonged to the chancery-office, and he fent me dov/n 
a prohibition^ and I fent to ferve the prieft and his 
attorney with it. The prieft fell into a very great 
rage, and his attorney came to him for feven pounds 
charge that he laid but for him, but the prieft would 

f not pay him j fo the attorney fued him, and got 
judgment againft him, fo that the poor prieft could not 

f go to perform his wonted fervice for fome time. Soon 

; after which tfie prieft died, and I know not whether 
the attorney had one penny of his money ; and that 
' friend was never troubled after on account of that fuit; 
Our friend Charles Lloyd, of Dolobran, was fued 
for tithe at the great affizes held for this county of 
Montgomery, by the earl of Caftkmain impropriator, 
and Randal Davies, Vicar of Myvod, the parifh that 
our friend Charles Lloyd lived in j we were fatisfied 
it was 9. court of record, and they might fue for treble 
damage for. not paying tithe ; fo we concluded to go 
with a copy of their. declarati oil to counfellor Corbet, 
who lived then at Welch-Pool, and when he read it 
he faid he would demur to it. 1 alked him, whether 
he could demur in the cafe of tithes ?' He faid, he would 
maintain a. demurrer to that declaration* So when the 
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court fate, he acquainted the judge, that he would 
demur to that declaration. The judge faid, demur in 
the cafe of tithe j Yes, in this cafe, faid he. The 
judge afked him, whether he would demur fpecial or 
general ? Corbet faid, When we join in demurrer you 
may ktioiv. So they joined in demurrer ; and when 
it came to be urged, he fhewed his caufe of demurrer. 
So the judge and the court were convinced of the 
error, and they paid cofr, and mended the declara- 
tion, and next aflizes they obtained judgment upon 
Nihil dicit. So Charles Lloyd's cattle were driven 
for treble damage ; but the prieft was fo perplexed, 
and put to charge and trouble, that I do not know 
he ever fued any friend for tithe again. 

After this I went to London to the yearly- meeting, 
and continued there fome time, in and about the city, 
and fo came leifurely down through feveral meetings, 
vifiting friends. A while after I came home, Thomas 
KHif, .and James Halliday, came to our town ; I' told 
James, it was well done of him to give -us a vifit in 
thefe parts of Wales. They faid, they came to vifit 
us againfl: their wills. I afked them, whether they 
were prifoners ; they faid. they were : and foon after 
came oiher friends with them. I took them along 
with me to my houfe to refrefh themfelves. They 
told me, James Haliiday came from London to South- 
Wales, intending to take Clipping there for Ireland, 
to be at the half-year's meeting 7 but the wind prov- 
ing contrary, he was neceffitated to come for North* 
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Wales tlo Holyhead, and having a meeting in this 
county near Llanydlos, they were taken prifoners and 
fined by Evan Glyn, a juftice of the peace, and fent 
here. I was very much concerned for James Halliday, 
that he fhould be flopped in thefe parts, and hindered 
df If is fervice. So next morning about two of the 
clock, I took horfe and went to this juftice's father- 
in-law, juftice Devereux, and found him at a village 
three miles from Welch- Pool. He afked me r what 
was the mattery I told him, that his fon-in-law 
Glyn had committed ibme of our friends to prifon to 
Welch-Pool, and fined them alfo ; and I told him, 
I*' thought by the law, that no man was to fuffer twice 
fbr the fame fuppofed tranfgreffion. He gave his fon- 
in-law hard language, and defired me to fee fome 
way to get them off. I went to a neighbouring. 
juftice, and got James Halliday a difcharge,* and^ 
brought it with 019 that morning ; fo we haftened 
him away with a guide towards Holyhead, and I was 
informed he had a good and quick paflage,,and got 
in time to the half-year's meeting in Ireland^ as he 
intended. 

For Thomas Ellis and the reft" of the friends, the 
jailer took our words, that they fhould be forthcoming 
at -the next' quarter-feffions, at which time Charles 
Lloyd and myfelf attended the court, and went to th$ 
clerk of the peace, and defired hitn to call our friends . 
firft, which he did. The friends being all at the bar, , 
no profecutor appearing againft them, (j uftice.Glyn j ,- 
N 3 being 
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b?Ing not then come to town) they were foondif- 
chargcd, without demanding any fees ; and after 
friends had refreshed themfelves in town, they went 
homewards, fome of them towards Radnorihire, and 
thofc that went towards LlanydTos, met juftice Glyn, 
v/ho had committed them, going towards the quarter- 
feilions. He fpoke to them, ancTthey told him they 
were difcharged. He feemed not to be forry for it, 
for he was not a perfecutor in the bottom, but was 
put on by a peev id proud informing pri eft, and I. 
know not that ever he did the like again. 

I went to London to the yearly-meeting in 1681. 
Perfecuiiou was very fevere upon friends in the city, 
and elfc where in thofe parts 5 at which meeting it 
lay upon my mini to move for a yearly-meeting in 
Wales, and after fome confideration about it, it was. 
left to friends in Wales to appoint their firft yearly- 
meeting, as in the wifdom of God they fhould fee 
meet, at their half-year's meeting, held at Swanzey 
the 28th of the feventh month. An account of which 
my friend Thomas Ellis fent me to Loudon, as 
followeth : 

Dear Friend, R. Da vies, 

IN the love of God is my remembrance of thee at 
this time, with many others of the like-minded^ in and 
about the city> and efpecial/y thofe who from the begin* 
nirt'z have been and Jl ill are mo/l exercifed under the 
glorious weight of the care and concerns of the church 
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bfCbrift-y the remembrance of whom hath divers time*} 
and especially of late^ as at this prefenty wrought both 
eyes to tears^ anal hearts to tendernefs. Although I was* 
difappointed in my expectations of feeing thee here y at 
this half-year's meetings yet thy letter to John ap John* - 
coming fo feafonably^ did fo anfwer for thee^ that it 
was both joy and refrejbment to many of us. We had 
a full meeting of friends from mojl parts of Wales m r 
many having come upon the account of the yearly-meet* 
ingj which was concluded to be at Haver ford-weft, the 
fecond day of the week, called Eafter-week y for the fal- 
lowing year* Here were E. Edwards y John ap John*- 
W. Players^ Francis Lea y Philip Leonard^ and Richard 
Walter^ wha had teftimonies^ and many other friend*, 
\ hefides from other remote parts , all zealous for the, 
yearly-meeting* We had meetings, here . the three laftt 
days — . 

Thy Friend and Brother^. 

Swanzey the 28th 

of the ieventh _ 

Month, 1681. 1- HOUAS • ELLIS* 

About the year 1680, or 1 681,. came Dr- William 
Lloyd, late of Martin's, in London, to be bifliop of 
this diocefe, called St. Afapln Pdrfecution was very 
fliarp and fevere in feveral places about this time* 
upon account of excommunication^ and the ftatute of 
20/. a month. But this new bifliop thought to take 
a more mild way to work, by fummoning all forts of 
Diffenters to difcaurfe with him, and feek to perfuade 
' v them 



•fcem to turn to the church of England. Among" 
the reft, when he came t6 Welch-Pool in his vlfita- 
tion, he fent for us. Charles Lloyd, Thomas Lloyd,.* 
and myfelf, fought to fpeak with him, hut I was that 
Aay bound for London, fo could not, but my friends 
ftaid till they had an opportunity with him ; and my 
friend Charles Lloyd gave me an account afterwards 
of what palTed between them, which was to this- 
effeft : 

That the bifliop was much difpleafed that I wasr 
abfent ; and when he was told of rny urgent occafion* 
to go, and my ftay on purpofe fome time to fee- 
him, he faid, his bujinefs was gr eater r whatever ny: 
bujinefs was. That day they difcourfed with him, his 
chaplains, and other clergy, fo called, from about two* 
m the afternoon, till two in the morning. After- 
wards they difcourfed with him two days at Llanvil- 
ling. The firft day from about two in the afternoon 
till night i and the next day, from about ten in the 
morning, till an hour in the night, publickly in the 
town-hall. The firft day at Pool, our friends Charles 
Lloyd and Thomas Lloyd gave their reafo>is of fepa«* 
ration. In none of the three days would the bifliop; 
and his clergy defend their own principles, or re- 
fute ours j but only held the three days on the 
general principles of ChriJIendom^ and the apoftles. 
examples of water-baptifm^ and once a fmall touch* 
at the bread and wine. Thomas Lloyd held the laft 
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day, our reafons why we feparated from the church 

of England ; which were, 

, I. Becaufe their worjbip was not a goftel worJhipJ 

2. Becaufe their miniftry was no go/pel miniftry* 

3 . Becaufe their ordinances were no gofpel ordinances . 
. But' they would not join with him to prove any 
of them, though often folicited thereunto ; friends 
being fufferers muft fubmit to all difadvantages ; for 
they had not any notice before-hand of what matters 
they fbould argue till they came to the place of dis- 
pute, and the laft day they forced Thomas Lloyd to- 
about twenty-eight fyllogifms, all written down as 
they difputed, to be anfwered extempore ; and the 

; bifhop faid, he did not expect fo much could be faid 
* by any on that fubje£t, on fo little warning. And he 
faid, that he expected not to find fo much civility 
from the Quakers ; he highly commended Thomas 
Lloyd, and our friends came'off with them very well". 
They had alfo much difcourfe with the chancellor, and 
; one Henry Dodwell, and with the dean of Bangor, 
afterwards bifhop of Hereford, very learned men, who 
were alfo at the faid difpute, with many of the clergy 
of the dibcefs, with fome juftices of the peace, . 
deputy-lieutenants of the county, and a great con- 
courfe of people in the town-hall aforefaid, in Llan- 
villing. Several of the clergy, with whom I after- 
wards difcourfed, feemed not well fatisfied with that 
difpute j for they faid, they thought the validity of 
Witer-bapufm was much weakened thereby ; and 
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feveral noted men that were prefent (aid, they thought 
there could not have been fa much faid againft water ^ 
baptifm as had been faid there. It was agreed, by 
confent of all parties concerned, that the difpute 
ihould not be printed. 

I ftaid a pretty while in London ; and whin the 
Lord made way for me, I took my leave of the city 
friends, letting them understand that I was- preparing 
homewards, intending for my prifon, upon rile writ 
De Excommunicato Capiendo* that was out again ft me 
and our friends, and other diffenters in this dipcefo 
called St. Afaph. A little time before I came out of 
the city, there came two or three grave citizens, I 
fuppofe of the Independent congregation, and told 
me, they were come to let me know that there was 
a writ De Excommunicato Capiendo* out againft me* 
and there was one of their friends already in prifon 
on the fame writ in our county, and if I would con- 
tribute with them, they faid, they knew how to make 
it void. I told them, I knew that there was a writ out 
againft me ; and I did alfo know there was a friend 
of theirs, one Richard Trollus, in prifon in Welch- 
Pool on that writ. I told them, I thought they might 
make the writ void, but I would contribute nothing 
towards it ; for I told them, I would haften home ar 
foon as I could, and go to prifon if required* They 
faid, they were (atisfied I had other reafons why t 
would not make the writ void, and defired me to-be * 
free with them, and tell them my reafonsv I toit 

them* 
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them* I thought they might make that writ void with 
a great deal of charges ; but, faid I, how will you 
prevent the bifhop from coming on again with ano- ■ 
v ther writ which you cannot make void ? If there be. 
any error in their proceedings in this, no doubt but 
the bifhop and chancellor will mend it in the next. 
And whether do you think it is better for me to go to 
prifon on a falfe Writ, or on a writ that you can find 
no error in ? I faid, if I go to prifon on this erro- 
neous writ, and the fheriff or jailer gives me my 
liberty, the bifhop or the chancellor cannot juftly fue 
them* Thefe men went away well fatisfied with the 
reafons I gave them, and I know of no money they 
{pent to make the writ void* 

I acquainted my friend William Penn, and fome 

friends, that I intended to give biftiop Lloyd a vifit 

- before J went to prifon, if the Lord pleafed to make 

way for me* So my friend W, Penn, the morning 

before I came out of the city, fent me a letter from 

! the lord Hide to the bifhop, with his coat of arms 

I on it, uniealed* I took my journey, and the Lord 

' brought me fafe home, to the comfort of my family 

; and friends, who were afraid I had been detained from 

^coining home. 

The next -morning 1 let out to fee the bifhop with- 
out interruption 5 though the fheriff, George Mercer, 
was very envious to friends, yet I efcaped his hands 
: at this time, I went to my friend Tho. Wynne's* 
who lived in Caerwys in Flintshire, not far from the 

hifhop's, 
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bifhop's palace, and he went with me. When we' 
came there, the bifhop's fecretary came to the gate. 
I afked him whether the bifhop was vvithin ; he faid, 
he was ; and aflced me, JVho would /peak with him t 
I told him, that Richard Davies would fpealc with 
him. What, faid he, of Welch-Pool? Yes, faid I. 
What, faid the fecretary, my lord bijhop ! Bifhop, as 
it fignifies an overfeer, faid I, I own ;* but lord bifhop 
I deny. So the bifhop fent for us in, and there were 
feveral clergy men with him, among the reft the dean 
of Bangor, before- mentioned. The bifhop feemed to 
be diflatisfied that I was not with them at the difpute 
at LlanviUing \ we went foon to difpute about water- 
baptifm ; I told them, 'There was one Lord, one faith, 
and one baptifm ; and that baptifm was neceflary to 
falvation ; and that water-baptifm, which was John's 
baptifm, was to continue and remain but for a feafon. 
So this, and fuch like difcourfe, held us tilt it was 
late that night : and then I went to my friend's houfe, 
with an order to be there again in the morning. I 
came in the morning, and we difputed upon the fame 
fubjeft. I faid, if one fhould -grant what they de- 
fired, viz. that water-baptifm was* neceflary to falva- 
tion, which I would not, where fhould they have an 
adminiftratorj feeing St. Paul fays exprefsly, He was not 
fent to baptize, but to preach the gofpel; and thanked 
God, that he baptized none, except fuch and fuch ? 
I Cor. i. 14,-17. And Peter, who baptized many, 
came £0 to fee the invalidity of water-baptifin that he 
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ftid» By baptifm we arefaved % not the putting away of 
tbtfiltb $fthefiejb % (outward water could do no far- 
ther) hut the anfwer ef a good confcience towards God* 
by the rrfurreclion $ Jefu* \Chrift y I Pet. iii. ax. 
They wept from this to their Ordination. I put them 
to prove, who fyat them to baptize. ,The dean told 
xx&i fuch an one, ordained him i and fo earned front 
qtje-tOvanothpr*. I told him, I thought I (hould fend 
him. to Rome fpr„tli^r Xiicccffion and ordination* 
They (aid, Tes r the ordination, might he goody though 
it came from Rome. He brought a* comparifon ; as 
Jufpofi a malefactor was condemned to die, and a reprieve 
was obtained^ and it. came down by the hangman 9 s band ; 
and though it came fo t ,yct r (aid he, the pardon was 
good. Then, £aid I, ypur ordination comes not by 
the (pint apd power, of God. This return made; 
them fomewhft uneafy ;;and the time being far fpent, 
I was willing tobe difcfcarged, having been there part 
of three days.!., 

I,€ol4 the bifliop of good old David, who faid, 
Plal. xjcvi, 6. . / mil wajb my hands in innocency % fi 
will I compafs thy altar % God; that 1 may publijb 
Vjitb the voice of th/ankf giving and tell of all thy won* 
derous works. Then I faid to the bifliop, Thou canft 
not iky thou wilt wafli thy hands in innoceny, nor 
cpmpafs the altar of God, .while thy writs remaia 
againft fo many-innocent people, willing to fuffer till 
deaths for the feftimony of their confciences towards 
God. And I faid, Bifhop Lloyd, if I go to prifox* 
ypon this account, I (hall hsye more peace there thai* 
' <* thQtfi 
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thou Aah hare in thy palace, I atfefeid, $ippdft 
another prince fhould arife that would impofc foroe- 
ahtng upon thee that thou coujdft not <fo for conn 
fcience-lake, what wouldft thou do t ffc (kid, '71** 7 
f&/7/ £* If Pennfyhania alfo - for at that time matoy 
friends were about going there. Then it came dearly 
to me, and I find to the bi&op, Though thy head be 
grey, yet thou mayft live to fee liberty of conference 
in England ; though, as to outward appearance, it 
Itemed to be very far from it at that time. 

The bifliop called for pen and ink, and faid, be 
would write to the ebemeetior for my liberty ; but I 
told him, I was hot fatisfied for myfelf to be at liber- 
ty, and my friends in prifon. So he wrote to the 
chancellor, tofufpendthe execution of the writ. When 
be had done, he read the letter to me, and' I owned 
his kindncfr to us att therein. Then 1 took Lord 
Hide's letter out of my pocket, and 1 gave it *hinw 
When he faw the fuperfcription, and* knew from 
whence it was, he afked me, How t came 'by it\ I 
told him, As I was coming out of London, intend- 
ing for prifon, a friend of mine brought me that let- 
ter the lame morning that I left the city. When bt 
had read it, he laid, he hoped T was fatisfied theft be 
had granted me the contents of that letter. I told hM 
it was fo, -and I hoped he would have his reward fbf 
his well-doing. 

Then I was difmifled, had leave to* come home, 
and brought a letter to John Edwards, chancellor, a 
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pteyiftMmn againft friends* who lived at Lhroymy- 
it*ch* about eight miles from Welch-Pool. Wheu 
fce^e cptyed die letter* he did according to the bifiiop's? 
ti4e**-fl*M$ 4wfe friends in the diocefs, that were 
cooectoed therein, were not molefted nor troubled on 
that account any more * and the friends that were in 
prifoift before* were discharged* We have great caufe 
to Uefe and praife the Lord for all his mercies, kind* 
aeftes, and. deliverances to us » for hitherto he hath 
been our Ektw-tzir ; that is, the Lord bath helped u /, 
i Sam, vii. li. 

In the beginning of the year i6&2> my dear iriend 
Charles Lloyd and I, went to vifit friends in Here- 
fbfdlhke, WorcefterQiire, &c. and came through their 
meetings .to London, before the yearly-meeting. 1 
acquainted my friends George Whitehead and W. 
Pen** that I intended to goto Lord Hide, to acknow- 
ledge his kindnefs for his letter, on my behalf, to 
bilhop Lloyd* George Whitehead faid, there was 
tome fervice to be done for our fuffering friends in 
Briftol, and it was thought convenient that three of 
the city, and three of the country, mould go with the 
£*id fufferings and defire the kindnefs of Lord Hide 
to prefent them to the king. Thfe three friends for the 
country wefe Charles Lloyd, Tho.i as Wynne, and 
myfclf y for the city, George Whitehead, Alexander 
Parker, and one more.. Our friend George White- 
head toid me, that out countryman Sir Lionel Jenkiny 
fecretary of ftate, was fo crbfs and ill-humoured, that 
o'X when. 
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when the king was inclined to moderation and ten* 
dcrnefs to differing friends, he often ftopped afid 
hindered the relief intended them. When we Went 
to Whitehall, we waited a long time befbrfrweeould 
fpeak with them, they being upon a committee a 
confiderabie time j but we had fent in by the ddor- 
keeper, to acquaint Lord Hide that we were there ; 
and in time they fent for us in. The fecretary 
looked grim upon us. I went- to Lord Hide, aad 
acknowledged his kindnefs for hi$ letter on my^ behalf 
to the bifhop. He told me that I fhould tell the 
bifhop, there would be liberty, of cmfcience in Eng- 
land. \ told htm, I did fay fa; and did believe it 
would be fo in God's time. Secretary Jenkin fpoke 
in a fcornful manner, and afkedme, What was Welch 
for a Quaker j I anfwered htm* Crym?r y Crymuyr, 
it being the Angular and plural number. But t$& 
fccretary faid, We had m WeUb fir h, fir there were 
no Jguaierx in the Romans dayu My friend Charles 
Lloyd anfwered, If thou didft aft my' friend the 
queftion aright, he hath anfwered thee right ; fiw: 
there is Engltih, Welch, Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, 
for a Quaker So the Secretary faid, Sir y lunderftanA 
Welch pretty well, and Bnglijhy and Latin+and Greeks 
but if you go to your Hebrew* I know not what ttffkf 
to you. I left my friend C. Lloyd to engage with 
thispeevifh countryman, and presented Lord tilde 
with a long lift of the names of men, women, and 
children, in their feveral prifons at Briftoh I-defired 
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ftirfi toAi* fo ktftdft* to ptefent their fafferings to the 
king* wbk^ he Aid he wouW *. aiid our friend Ge6rge 
Whitehead fpeke farther to him* Then I turned t6 
#ief feereftary, who direded his words to me, and 
(poke to him thus in Welch : 

Afoe y& ddnvg genrtift fed vn o Mllicgaeth yr hen 

FrUtanimdi yr rhai ydderSyniodd y Grefydd Gtifti* 

$Wgol yn gyxtfff yn Leeger$ yn irbyii yr rhai fydd 

gwedi derbyn y wit Griftianegel Grefydd yr awr hon 

The Engliih is thus : 

* I am ferry that one of the flock of the ancient 
« Britons, who firft reteived the Chriftiaft faith in 

* England, flioukl be againft thofe who have received 

* the true Chriftian fakh in this day.' 

He replied, He was net againft eur friends \ bttt t \\& 
laid, eur friends gave their vetes for the eleclhn of 
feerliament men that were againft the iing's intereft. I 
sold him, Is was oar birthright, as we were free- 
holders and btirgefles, to eteft men qualified to fervl: 
both the king and country } but how they Were cor- 
rupted^ when they, came within thefo walls* I kneW . 
not. The fccietary would have engaged farther 
with me in a dtfpute above religion*. I told hirti, he 
was an aftaieat man* and that tbey had been a long 
Ikae Acre upon their bufiacfi, and if he would fee 
pleated to difmifr m then, and appoint what time 
we Amitd feme awning wak upon, him, tve would*, 
if he ptafcd» fpendaq hour ot two with him in dif* 
couife alrtmt lehgkm. Upon, which he took off hi* 
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hat, and thanked me kindly for my civility; butjpg 
heard no more of him about the difputa* Upon the 
whole, our friend G. Whitehead told me, he was mors 
moderate to friends afterwards than he had been be- 
fore. The number of prifoners in the lift delivered 
to Lord Hide, to be prefented to the king, amounted 
to, in both priibns, one hundred and thirty-nine ; of 
of which there were eighteen aged women* from fixty 
and upwards, and eight children. In the latter end *f 
the lift it wits (aid, Bleffed .are the merciful for tbe$ 
fi)all obtain mercy. 

I had my feveral excrcifes this year, 1682, in Lon- 
don, both from fidfe. brethren and otherwife. Once 
I was at the Bull and Mouth meeting, and there were 
in the gallery feveral trouWefome people, axuj none of 
our miniftering brethren in true unity with us, but 
George Whitehead and William Gibfiun The g?U 
lery being pretty full, one of them feemed to. ftrive to 
keep me out, and our friends G. Whitehead and W. 
Gibfon perceiving it, made way for me to come up 
to them i another of them had been fpeakijig long in 
the meeting, and had made many, weary of him. 1 
was under great concern in my Ipirit for. the honour 
and exaltation of the n?me of the Lord and his 
truth, aud the eafe of many that were under .Aeigfets. 
and burthens; yet for quietnefs-ikke^ I iilentljr bore 
the weight and e&ercife that was upon. me till he had 
done. Then my mouth was opened in the name and 
power of God, who- had rcooipaffion on his affiled 
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feed, and caufed" the light and life of his countenance 
tooverihadow die meeting, to die comfort and great 
feisfoaion of the faithful. 

- I was ifiade to dete& the falfe do&rine, which one 
ef them had delivered to the people, viz. That the 
(kildren of God are deftroyed for want of knowledge. 
I told the people, that the children of God in thefe 
toys* were the children of the new covenant; and the 
covenant that he makes with them is, that Theyfhall 
off know binty from the Uafi to the greate/t % add the 
true knowledge of God to his people in thefe days^ 
is fife eternal John xvit. 3. Though Ifrael of old 
wdre deftroyed for want of knowledge, becaufe they 
forgot the God of their fathers, that brought them 
out of die kind of Egypt, and out of the houfe of 
bondage, infomuch that die Lord complained of them, 
and (aid, The ox knaweth his owner y and the afs his 
ntajler's crib y hut my people know" not me> I£u i. 3; 
And eUewhere it is (aid* They have firgetten me dap 
without number. Thefe were thofe apoftatcs that the 
Lord complained, Jer. H. 13, had committed two 
evils 1 they hid ferjaken kim> the fountain of living 
waters-, and hewed them out ctfterns y broken cijlernt) 
that- could bold no water. Thefe were fuch *s the 
apoftk &»d, Whenti^y knew God they glorified : him 
not as Gpd^- neither were tbankfuly but became vain in 
their imaginations* and their foolijb heart was dark- 
emd* For. this* caufe^God gave themlupMnto vile afU 
fttfions and a reprotate mind> Rom. i. 26. And the 
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apoffates in our days> faid I, hive forgot the G©4 
that fir ft made them acquainted in meafure with him* 
fo having loft the fenfe of his goodnefi*. have (cpa&sed 
tbemfelves from the love and. unity of the brethren * 
but the children of God* who are faidrfui.to the 
meafure of ihe grace of God in themJ&ves, Jcnom. 
it to be their teacher and leader into all troth*. Theft 
are not deftroyed for want 6f knowledge, though the 
World know him not. There are apoAates in out 
age, who have loft the true knowledge of trim;, but 
the faints in light have* and rtftnain in, the time know-* 
kdgc of him,, being guided by the fpiri* of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, becaufe it feeth hen 
not, neither knowctk him > hut p knm» bm y fit be 
iwtlletb with }9u T andjbali hi in y$u+ John Xiv, ip 

When I had thus ea&d my spirit, * concern came 
upon out friend and toother*, George Whitehead* mi 
he fcveetly conofauted the meeting in prayer* 

After thiti *to* pretty w?lletau*dof thecity, and 
was witting to draw homeward** Neat feft-day I 
came to Jordan?* in Bu<?kii»gham<hi*e* where we had 
a blcfled meeting i then 1 tad one at Chtfham i frotnt 
thence I went to Robert Joneses near Tring* Time* 
I wens to the <piafteriy-*mectag as WefoA-Turncta, 
not- far from AyWbury, where is opened in-mo,, towi~ 
vife friends to keep to thofe ndea and methods agreed 
on among no in our men's stud w o men 's meetings; 
its I was declaring* earn* in an oppofite party * 
however I went on* and (tewed them> how k was 
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agreed among the apofHes to fend chbfen men, ehdtied 
with the Holy Ghoft, to fct up good order and me- 
thod among them. I delivered unto them, that it 
feemed good to the H0I7 Ghoft, and to us alfo, to fet 
up oar men's and women's meetings, that the care 
aid concern of the church of Chrift might be upon 
holy, fclf-denying men and women, who might take 
care of die fatherlefs and widows in their affii&ions, 
and keep thcmfelves unfpotted from the world ; which 
the apoftie James fays, is pure religion, and undefiled 
htfore Gtd) Jam. i. 27. And that the care of all, bo$h 
poor, Grangers, and prifoners in affl&ion, might be 
carefully and tenderly looked after, and fupplied ac- 
cording to their neceffities $ and that the miniftcrt 
of Chrift in his day, might take the counfel of the 
apoftie, who faid, Ads xx. 28; Take heed therefore 
iMfe yturftlves, and to all the flock, over which the 
Holy Gboft*batt> made you averfeers 9 to feed the chnrcU 
if God, wbkb'be bath purchafed with bisoiVn Hood. 

Wheal had ended what 1 had to fay from the Lor* 
among friends , me of the party ftood up, and fpoke 
foracthmg by way of refiedion, upon what I thenvde- 
livered. When he had done, our friend Thomas 
EUwood^ ptopofed to the meeting, that all fhould fii 
down* and wait to feel the power of God among us; 
and let that decide whether I did fpeak in the nam* 
and power of God Among them this day ; to whiehr 
the meeting, agreed, « and all were filent. After which 
feveral friends, as they were moved by the Lord* 

gave 
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gave tenderly their teftknoay* that what wan ffefivtn*. 
that day> was in the name and power of God> art* 
that his prefence was with us ; as honeft Robert 
Jones, and Richard Baker* who lotti the Lord aftd 
his blefled truth with all their hearts, and fcreml other* 
prefent in that meeting. There ftood up a yetln$ 
man that I knew not, whofe heart was affie&ed, and 
much broken in (pint, and faid on this wife: Thtt* 
is m man come this day amongji or, / kn$W mt frm 
wbtnet be emme* n*r tvber* be g*e* ; but this I <***/*- 
tisfad) the L$rd fent him here* and bis pmvef and 
frejence is with bim, *nd bis tiJHm<my fsr the Ged 
tftrktb. I enquired afterwards who that young mad 
was i they faid he Wat one John Thornton Upoft 
this one of the party broke in violently and diforderiy 
againft what had been agreed upon among ua before 
the meeting had fully cleared themJUves, and inifeed 
Iheir teftinwmics : but it proved greatly *o hi* dtfhfe- 
nour and dUgraee* fo that he was mad* msntfeft to- 
thofe that adhered to hkn. The meeting held from 
about ten in the morning, till (as the>y thought) tea 
or eleven at night* * But blefled be the Lord, thai 
doth not leave his people without a witneft tohimfirlf* 
and he is the preferver and defender of ail his people 
ttut wait upon him. They that truft in hkn are a*. 
Mount Sion,, that cannot be moved* 

After this I made what haft© L could home* taking 
meetings in my way ;. at Banbury, and' the coun- 
try about,, and part of Worccfttrfhire* So, blefled 

b* 
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i* the LoreV 1 eame Ah home to my w!Fe and friends, 
where I found ati things weft* fckffed be hit name 

.far ever. 

» i* tbayear i6*3> t went again to London, to the 
yearfj-meettngi and ibid there feme tifl&e> after moft 
of the oaujftrjr* friends were gone out' of the ckj. I 
ms engag t drone $tfft~day>fo* Weftmtnfor meeting, 
mi Acre was n» natniftering friend* present bnt my- 
fittL Several weighty matters opened in me at that 
^peering, as, concerning the church of Chri#> what 
ft wasy and on what it was built* I Aid, feme he of 
the jii<%men* that A* church o$ Chrift is* bulk upon 
Ifetpr j and' I opened to the underftandfeig of die 

i peopipfoinetbMig of what is written in the *€thehap~ 
tor of Matthew. I flfewtd them, that which revealed 
unto Petwy that Chrift f vtqs the Sim of G*&> was a 
mantftftation of the Spirit of God in Peter, for it ts 
fiad, Mat. si. 37. J& mak tnetootb thi 8m its* tbi 
Father \ matter knmuetk any mm* tb* Ftfber, fgvo tht 

\ £**, and be t* uthomfoever the S*n wilt reveal bim. 
God revealed unto Peter, ttafitCbriftwas the Son of 
Qtd'y add; he* it the onfy rock that Ms church is built 
upon, the rock of ages, the foundation of many gene- 
rations, that thegafes of helt ftevar prevailed agamft. 
Btttlfte gates *>£ he* prevailed agamft Peter, when 
he denied bis JLord 4to& Maitef % the tfme of hfofiif- 
tarings ' y and thert^re he was not Kfce to be the rock 
which Chrift built his church on. It is faid, 1 CoK 
x. 4. For they drank of that fpiritual Rock that followed 

thenty 
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thtm, and that Rock was ChAft* So Cbrift is tht 

fare foundation that his Church is built upon*. Peter 

(kith, f Pet. ii. 5, &c. Te alfa as lively Jlones, <** 

built up afpiritmal boufr y an b$ly prieftbo9a\ to ofer up 

fpiritual /acrifices* acceptable uGoa\ b§. Jefus Cbrift. 

And in verfe 8* he acknowledged Chriftto>be the 

Hock. Paul kith, i. Tim. in. 15. that 7** baufe ef 

Goa\ tbe cburcb ef the living God, is the pillar ami 

ground of tbe truth* This* hid I, may inform the 

blind and ignorant of this age, that lime and ftoae, 

and temples that are made with hands, are not, as 

they Jay, the church of Chrift, and the houfe of God ; 

for God dwiUctb not in temples made* with bands % as 

faith the prophet, Kau lxvi. 1 « and die martyr Stephen, 

Ads vii. 48. Thus I was concerned to declare 

the truth in that meeting, with much, more to the 

lame tfkSt. After meeting .1 went with 4brae friends 

towards the city ; . and as we were coming along. the 

Strand, the queen was going from her chapel, and 

fame of her life-guard were very rude, .and with the 

ftaves they had in their hands, they (fid knock and 

beat friends that had their hats on, all. along as they 

came. I received a blow upon my head, fo that it 

fwellcd, and wasifoce for a confidemMe time. Btf{ 

blefled be the Lord,«idAQ<Mu;#3QeFCu<es and affli&ons 

h^s life, power, and prefenoe bore ua^up in the raicU 

of them all, pwufes be to hi* pure, and holy nami 

ior ever. ; 

Befon 



( »S3 ) 

' Before I came out of London, we met with more . 
r exercifes and troubles. One firft-day in the morning, 
T was not well, and could not go to the meeting, nor 
fcarcely get out of my bed % but when the time of bur 
afternoon meeting came, it lay upon me to go to the 
BuH and Mouth ; and I told Job Bolton, with whom 
I lodged, that I muft go to the faid meeting. He 
reafoned with me ; but I told him I would go fo far 
as I could ; and he faid, he would go with me. As 
We went through the p&flage to go in, I heard a voice 
that I was fatisfied was not the voice of a true fliep- 
hetd, the meeting being already gathered, and many 
people there.' When I went up to the gallery, one 
was preaching of perfe&ion, who (aid, Be ye perfeft, 
w your heavenly Father is perfeB^ &e. I ftaid to hear 
him but a very little while, till 1 ftood up and judged 
•him, and told the people, that the kingdom of God 
flood net in words^ but in power^ righteoufnefs and holi- 
nefs* Then this man went in a rage out of the meet- 
ing, and a confiderable company followed him ; and a. 
^friend or two went after them as far as Fleet-ftreet, 
to fee where they were going ; and one of the com* 
pany (aw the friend, and defired him not to follow 
them too ciofe* left they ihould do him a difkindnefs. 
•We heard afterwards, there was a wager laid that this 
man, who feme faid was a Jefuit, would preach in 
the Quakers meeting, and that he fhould not be dis- 
covered ; and had he gone without reproof, they 
would fay, that a Jefuit preached in the Quakers 
p 
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meeting) and they could not difcern him* But it 
was reported in many places in the city, that he was 
detcded in the Quakers meeting, and he could not 
abide there. We have caufe to blefs the Lord for his 
goodnefs to his people, that gives them a difcerning 
fpirit to judge between good and evil, and between 
thofe that fervc God in truth and righteoufcefs, and 
all deceitful hypocrites, who are to be judged and 
condemned by the word of his power. 

In the beginning of the year 1685, king Charles 
died, and king James came "to the throne, and the 
ftatute of 20I. per month for abfenting from the 
publick worihip, which I fuppofe was made againft 
the Papifts in queen Elizabeth's days, had been and 
was very much put in force againft our friends, where* 
by many of them were almoft ruined j the fheriffs and 
their bailiffs perfecuted them fo feverely, and did 
make fuch a prey of them, that forae worth many 
hundreds, were made fo deftitute, they had fcarcery a 
bed to lie upon, but were robbed of all. When king 
James came to be fettled upon the throng our dear 
friend G. Whitehad, who always was much concerned 
for the fufferings of friends up and down in the nation, 
' and who did not fpare himfelf to vifit kings and par- 
liaments, and all others, where he thought he could 
get relief for his fuffering brethren, went to king 
James, and laid the prefent condition of fuffering 
friends before him. After fome confidemion, the king 
told him, that what concerned him, or camp U^ him 

of 
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rfthofe fines, he very freely ami readily would rem??. 
Upon which an order was granted, to fufpend the 
rigour of their perfecutions. But it feems, when it 
came out, the Roman cathoJicks took the advantage 
of it to themfelves ; which was fome furprize to- 
friends who had laboured in that fervice. George 
Whitehead hearing I was in the city, came to me* 
and told me the whole bufinefs ; and underftanding 
that I had intereft with the earl of Powis, , who was 
great with the king, he thought it might be of fervice 
if I would go along with him to the earl. 

Next morning my friend G. Whitehead and I went 
to the earl ofPowis* in Lincoln's -inn-fields. When 
he understood I was come in, he very (oon came to 
roe ; and when I had ended my country bufinefs 
with him, I told him I wanted a little of his advice, 
in a cafe wherein our friends were great fuf&rers by a 
law. that was made againft them, and that we were 
fevefely whipped upon our backs by the ftatute of 
20I. per month, for not coming to hear that which is 
Called divine fervice. I told him that a friend of ours 
had waited upon the king, and had told him the whole 
ftate of things, and that the king was very ready to 
relieve us in what he could, and that an order was 
granted to that purpofe ; but it feemed his friends had 
taken the benefit of it, and excluded us, &c. I dc-* 
fired his advice, whether we (hould proceed farther in 
it or no : he anfwered, By all means 5 for, faid he, I 
Will tell you, that there was taken from our friends in 
<Zjz Lancafliire, 
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Lancashire, 8000I. upon this ftatute, andf the king | 
and myfelf went to fee how much of this money came 
into the exchequer. When we law it, it appeared | 
that the king was in debt to that account about 28I. ' 
and all the reft gone. I deflred him, feeing it was his 
advice that we fhould go on, and not be difcouraged, • 
that he would be pleafed to grant that a friend of mine 1 
might come in and fpeak with him, who was more I 
able to give him an account of this bufmefe than, 
myfelf, and who had been w'tth the king to get relief 
in this matter ; for G. Whitehead ftaid all this while ! 
in an adjacent room ; fo he bid me bring him up to j 
him. When George came he opened the matter I 
fully to him. When he thoroughly underftood the ' 
matter, he foon got himfelf ready, called for bis coach, | 
and bid me come to hiin at an appointed time ; and 
he brought an abfolute order from the king, to ftop. { 
-all proceedings by flieriffs and bailiffs upon, that ac-» | 
count in the nation. In a fhort time the rage, envj y 
and cruelty of fuch devouring men were ftopt, and I 
know not that any have been troubled or fuffered 
fince upon that ftatute. Slefted be God, that hears 
the cries of the poor, fetherlefs, and widows, and fends 
relief to the affiiSed in his own due time. I muft 
lay, that the earl of Powis and his countefs were 
very ready and willing at all times to do our friends 
any kindnefs that lay in their way, and to help them 
out of their troubles and afflictions j and I am apt to 
believe they did it confeientioufly, for there were 

many 
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nsmy of our friends in feverai of their lordlhips here- 
aways, and the earl never fuftered any of us to be 
fined for not appearing in any of his courts upon 
j ttnes, or any other way or manner. 

In the year 1688, it feemed good to King James to 
publifh a declaration for liberty of confcienccj and or- 
dered the bi(hops to fend it to their feverai dioedTes,, 
that it might 1>e read. Seven of them would not read 
it, Biihop Lloyd aforefaid was one of them, therefore 
they were committed to the tower. Then I re~ 
membered that which I fpoke to the biihop at his 
palace m the year 1681, when I queried of him, 
What if another prime Jhould arife^ that would impofe 
frmefhbtg upon him that he could not. do fir confcience- 
f$ke.? And that year when at London, I went to vifitf 
him in his troubles 5. and he faid to me, / often thought 
if your words+ and I eouid wijh I were in Pennfyhania 
jtattr my/elf. He told me the reafon why they could not 
read the declaration, feying* It was arbitrary^ and not 
accenting to Am/* and that it was a matter of con- 
science to them ; and others were to have their 
liberty by it* befides Proteftant Diflenters. Be told 
arte rifo, that they were put on to do thofe things 
WhkA they had done againft Diffenters y but when 
I ttAA him of it before,, he could not believe 
k^ till it came thus upon them. I had acquainted 
him formerly, that I had read a fermon thaf was 
preached to prove the church of Rome to be a faife 
ibvrchi becaufe £he was a perfecting church ; and 
p J now* 
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cow, Grid I, the members of the church of Rome put* - 
you on, not only to perfequte upon the penal laws 
that were made againft Diflenters, but by thofe laws 
alfo that were made againft Popifh recufants \ and by 
the feme argument may we and they Jay, the church 
of England is zfalfe churchy becaufe it is zptrfecuting 
church. The bifhpp (aid, they did not cpnuder nor 
know it then as they did now. , I took my leave .of 
him, and he kindly acknowledged my vifit ; and after 
fbme time they were releafed. 

Afterwards the biihop came to Welch-Pool, in the, 
affize week, and in the evening fent for me to tb 
high (heriff's houfe $ there being with them moft of 
the juftices and deputy lieutenants of the county* 
with many of the clergy, who were very civil tt>me» 
The biihop told them that he had fent for me, and 
that he was more beholden to me than all the men. 
in the diocefs, for I came to vifit him in his troubles * 
and he defired of them to do me all the krndnefs they 
could, and he would take itas done to hinuW* When, 
fupper was over, the biihop and the high iheru% 
Edward Vaughan, of Llangedwin, took me into a prn 
vate room with them, and we difcourfed a little about 
the times. There was feme report of the coming ia 
of the Prince of Orange, and In a little, time I had an 
account that the prince was landed, which was great 
fctisfa&ion to the biihop ; for he faid fbme profecuted 
him very clofe for his life. And when the prince of 
Orange was made king of England, &c. and liberty . 

'4 
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•f confciena was eftablifhed by law, he and others 
were well iatisfied with it. 

And now I think it worthy to take notice of the 
| feveral kindnefles, upon account of our fufFering 
friends, I received from this biihop Lloyd, in his fe- 
veral dioceiles; for as we record the hard-hearted* 
nefe and cruelty we have found from unmerciful per- 
fecting biihops and clergy, and how many they have 
l made , poor widows and fatheriefs, I think it is 
| juftice and equity in us to record all the mercy, ten- 
' dernefs, and companion, we find from thofe that are 
| tonfcientious and charitable among them. For in- 

ftance: 
I Biihop Lloyd being at a vifitation in Ltanvifling, in 
| this county of Montgomery, four peeviih men, churchw . 
I wardens of Welch-Pool, did intend to profeeute my 
r fon-in-law> Jacob Endon, for not paying towards the < 
! repairs' of their worfliip-houfe : I went with my fon- 
in-law* and waited on the biihop, and told him the 
t cafe ; he very quickly called the church- wardens, and 
| told them there was an aft of parliament ordering 
| a. more eafy way, and with lefs charge, to recover by 
diftreft, than to drive to excommunications* He-in^; 
quifed for, the aft, which I gave him - y and he turned 
I to that clauie, read it to the wardens, faying that he 
hknfelf drew that clauie in the aft, and told theta 
how they ought to go to the juftice* for a warrant ; 
but, faid he, Why will you go to the charge of a 
warrant ? Cannot you go and take a pewter diih, or 

forat 
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feme' other thing near the value ? I warrant they Will 
never fue you for it ; for, (aid he, we mutt do unto 
them, as we would be done unto, if we were in their 
condition : fohe quickly difpatchtd them* Then I toW 
him, I was come moreover in the behalf of a pri- 
foner on the fame account, whofe name was Richard 
Da vies, near Ruabon, in Denbighshire $ and he ad- 
vifed me to go to the chancellor, Dr* Wynne, whom 
I fhould find, he (aid, a very fair man j fb he called' 
him to us, and left us together ; and I took my leave . 
of the bifbop, acknowledging his kindnefe. When 
I bad fully dtfcoarfed the chancellor about the pri- 
soner, I found him very fair ; and in a little time 
after, I heard' my friend R. Davies was discharged; 
and fcveral kindnefies I have had of the ch&ncelkflr 
fnoce. When the faid wardens came hdme, they re- 
ported what favour I had with the bUhop, and were 
troubled thereat j but neither myfelf nor fon-in-law 
were ever after troubled about thofe repairs of their 
WorAip-houfe. 

Another time when I was going to* London, and' 
vifiting friends in my way, I called at Timothy Bur- 
berough's, at Ainoon the fitiU, in Northamptonfcirev 
where I underftood he was gone to prifon. I in- 
quired the caufe of his imprifonment* and his wife " 
told me the prieft of the parifti had teftr their fmal! 
tithes, and other tidies, till be thought they amounted 
to a corifiderable value ; and then he Came and took 
away near all that they had* and fefit irfm to Northamp- 

ton 
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ton jail, where he had been for feme time. I took a 
memorandum of it, and when I went to London, I 
thought of the affli&ions and exercife of my poor 
brother. My old friend bifhop Lloyd being then at 
London, I went to his lodgings at Whitehall, and I 
muft fay 5 he was very ready to cbme to me. After 
fome difcourfe, I laid the diftreffed cafe of my friend 
T. Burberough before him. H$ anfwered,he did 
not know what to do in it, the prieft of Aino was a 
ft ranger to him, and out of his diocefs. . I told him, 
if he would be pleaf^d to write a few lines to the 
bifhop of Peterborough, for it was in that diocefs, I 
&id» he might peradventure write a few lines to the 
•prieft of Aino, to be more moderate and confeien- 
tious, in not taking more than the value of that which 
he called his due, and calling the poor man from his 

| family into prifon alfo. The cafe I left with the 

! htfhop, and he took care to fend it to the bifhop of 
Peterborough, who fent it to the prieft of Aino ; and 
bifhop Lloyd fent the prieft's anfwer, with a letter 
from the bifhop of Peterborough to himfelf, in a 
letter of his to me near Welch-Pool ; which 1 took 

I as a great kindnefs and favour front him. 

Not long after this I went to London again,' and 

| called at my friend T. tiurberough's, where I found 
him at home* being releafed ; he told me the prieft 

! had fent an i/der for him to come home ; and that 
he came to reafon and difcottrfe with him. It feems 
he was not fo unkind as he had been formerly. 

In 
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In the year 1700 there was a canfiderable fuffering' 
oh friends in Worcefterfhire, an account of which- 
was given me by my friend Edward Bourne, of Wor- 
cefter, who defired me to ufe my intereft with bi&op 
Lloyd for the relief of John Fowler, and his mother- 
in-law, the widow Banbury, who was a pwlbnerfor 
tithe in the out county prifon in Worcefter, and he 
fent me their whole cafe. When I underftood it, I* 
found a concern upon me to make what hafte I could 
to the bifhop, who was then at his palace at HartJe- 
bury, a few miles from Bewdley, I confidered alfo 
what a great fufterer our friend William Sankey had 
been by one Vetnoit, a cruel ungodly: prieft of ch» 
parifh he lived in, who bad caft him into prifon, when 
he had five or fix fmaii children, and bis wife lately 
dead. He feveral times took from him more than 
treble the value of his pretended due fcrtithe. From 
Bewdley I went to William Sankey's, and told him 
I was to go to the bifhop, and defired him to go with 
mc. In the morning we went together. I inquired 
for the bi&op's fecretary, Francis Evans, who very 
lovingly came to us, brought us in> and £a]d he 
would acquaint his lord that I was there; and in a 
little time the bifhop came to us* And after fomc 
difcourfe I told the bifhop, I was not only come to give 
him a vifit, but I was come purpofely from home, in 
behalf of fome friends of mine, who fuffered for 
tithes in that country ; and that I was informed there 
bad been three committed to Worcefter jail by one 

Kerry 
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Kerry, the prieft of Tredington, and that two of 
them were releafed^ and the third remains a prifoner. 
Releafed, feid he, how are they releafed ? I told him, 
by the hand of their great Creator. It feems then, 
(aid he, .they are dead ; and the fame . man, faid I, 
doth profecute' the widow of one of them, vis. Wil- 
liam Banbury's, and hath already put her into your 
court, for that which her hu&and fuffered and died 
for ; and we reckon, that in common law, when the 
prifoner dies in prifon, the profecution ceafe^. I do 
not know, (aid he, but the debt may be paid, but the 
charges are not ; arid I know not what to do with 
that man, for I hear he is a very covetous man, and I 
have no power over him but once in three years. I 
was lately in my vifitaiion there, and had I known 
this then, I might have done your friends fome kind- 
nefs. I faid, if thou wilt be Co kind as to write a few 
lines to him and 5et him know what complaint is made 
to thee of him, and how thou art informed that two of 
the three which he fent to prifon are dead 5 I do not 
queftidn but it might ftop his rage and fcvere profe- 
cution againfl: the poor widow, if not be a means to 
releafe the other prifoner. So he bid his fecretary 
take notice of it, and put him in mind to write ro 
him. Then I told him of the fufferings of William 
Sankey, who was there prefent, and defired him to 
give my friend -leave to .open the cafe himfelf to him > 
which he did ; and when he told how cruel the .faid 
Vernon had been to him in caftii^g hiqa into jail, his 

wife 
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wife being dead, and left five or fix (mall children ; 
•and he told him, that he had taken from him goods 
worth about I2l. for about 3I or 4I demand for tithe ; 
and about 12I or 14I worth of (beep, for the like 
demand at another time ; and feveral other cruelties 
he had done him by this unconfcionable Vernon. 
The bifhop taking it into confideration, caufed his 
fecretary to draw an order for him to come there with 
his accounts, that was due to him from W. Sankey, 
and what he had taken from W. Sankey towards that 
account ; and he gave the order to William Sankey, 
to deliver to 'the prieft, and defired William to be 
there the day appointed, with the prieft. I was in- 
formed the prieft went the day before to the bifhop 
and W. Sankey went the day appointed 5 and I was 
informed that the bifbop fhould fay, there was no 
help for what was paft, but he would take care he 
fhould do fo no more to William Sankey. I heard 
fince that time he hath taken it in kind from him, 
with more moderation than before, and that the bifhop 
was kind to W. Sankey ever fince* 

John Fowler, one of the three before mentioned, 

(Robert Grimes and W. Banbury being dead) was 
difcharged ; and as for the widow Banbury's cafe, 
who was feverely profecuted by the prieft, intending 

to get it to an excommunication, that was#ftopped, 

and fhe was troubled no more. 

. Before I parted with the bifhop, I told him, there 

was a friend of ours, William Cattrill, that kept 

fchool 
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fchool at Worcefter, who was profecuted very clofe 
by fome, for keeping fchool without a licenfe, and 
they did intend to bring him under an Excommunicato 
capiendo^ and if he was not pleafed to be kind to him, 
they would put him to all the charge and trouble they 
could. The bifliop bid his fecretary take care about 
it. So all that I requefted of the bifliop at that time 
was friendly and kindly granted me, and care was 
taken that tiiey were not troubled nor molefted on 
thefe accounts. Then the bifliop ordered us to dine 
there that day, and we parted friendly and lovingly 
With him ; and he defired me when I came that way, 
not to be ftrange to him. From thence I went to 
Worcefter, and gave friends an account of my fuc- 
cefs with the bifliop. I ftaid with them a little while,. 
# and then went to Bromyard, and had a meeting there* 
So I went through part of Herefordfhire to Leominfter, 
and I can blefs and praife the name of the Lord, who 
was with me all along on my journey, and brought 
me fafe home to my wife and family ; and when I 
[ gave them an account of my journey, they praifed 
! the Lord with me, who had been my preferver and 
J defender* 

1 In a, little time after, I went to London and being 

I at the meeting about friends fufferings, there was 

mentioned the fufferings of friends in Lancafter caftle 

by the clean and chapter of Worcefter, and they had 

been there for feveral years,, though friends had made 

<^ , intereft 
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intereft to get them off, and friends at Worcefter ufed 
their intereft with the chancellor, who feemed to be 
very kind to them ; yet for all that they could not 
have them difcharged. When I came from London I 
went to the bifliop at Worcefter. He was very free 
with me, and in a little time the chancellor came to 
us, and the bifliop gave me to underftand who he 
was. I told them I was glad to fee them both to- 
gether, and faid, when I was lately in London we had 
the fufferings of our friends in Lancafhire before us, 
for a fmall matter of tithe, alledged to belong to the 
dean and chapter of Worcefter ; and I told the bi- 
fliop that I thought the chancellor was not a ftranger 
to it, for I had heard he had been often folicited on 
their behalf. The chancellor told him, he did un- 
derftand it, and that thefe men were there for a fmaS 
inconfiderable matter ; and faid, he was forry that 
.thofe-men died in Worcefter, becaufe in conscience ■ 
they could not pay that little tithe to the prieft of 
Tredington, and he was afraid thefe men would die 
there alfo, except fome way was found out for their 
releafe. The bifliop afked how long they had been " 
there 5 I think the chancellor faid four or five years. ; 
The bifliop faid, difch&rge them, difcharge them ; ' 
and ordered them to be difcharged without paying 
. any fees. After a little time I parted with the bifliop 
and .chancellor, and acknowledged their lei ridnefs. I 
went to friends in the city of Worcefter, and told 

William 
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William Pardoe what fuccefs I had with the bifliop, 
defired them to wait on the chancellor to get the 
order, that it might be fent fpeedily j and in a little 
Jime I heard they were difcharged. 



Hitherto, Reader, thou haft had a Jhort relation of 
■ fome of the Labours and Services of our ancient and 

honourable friend Richard D avies, from his own 

account^ which he finijhed a little before his deceafe 4 
"' .it remains, therefore, to give fome account of his loft 

year's travels, &c. togetherivith the time and manner 

of his departure, £ffr. 

IN the year 1702 he went to London, his daughter 
Tace Endon accompanying him, and ftaid in and 
about the city feveral weeks, vifiting friends in their 
meetings, and had many good and comfortable op- 
portunities among them. He, together with eleven 
. friends more, were appointed by the yearly-meeting 
to go to the queen at Windfor, with an acknowledg- 
ment from friends for the continuation of their liberty 
and protection under her government j at which time 
he in particular fpoke to the queen. When he was 
m clear of thofe parts, he returned homewards, and came 
1 through Worcefter, where he went to vifit his old 
friend bifhop Lloyd, who was glad to fee him. That 
"was the laft time they faw each other* 

Qji After 
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After hit return home he often vifited fame neigh- 
bouring meetings, and was at die yearly-meeting of 
Wales the fpring following. 

About (he latter end of the third month, 1704, he 
went up to London again to the yearly-meeting, his 
grandfon David End on attending him. He vifited 
friends as he palled through Stourbridge, Banbury, 
Aylefbury, &c. and ft aid in and about the city for 
near two months, being foiaewhat weak and ikkljr. 
When he was dear of the city, he returned pretty 
di redly home, and came well to his family. 

In the beginning of the year 1705, he met with 
fome exercife ; for on the ift of the third month, his 
dear and honeft wife died, who had been very tender 
and careful over him, and a woman very ferviceable 
to friends and truth in many reflects. She was a 
plain, upright, and honeft-hearted woman ; one that 
loved truth in fimplicity. She left a good report behind 
her, after they had lived together about forty-fix years. 

In the firft month, 1706, he was at the yearly- 
meeting of Wales, at Llanidlos, in Montgomeryshire, 
being the laft yearly- meeting he was at in Wales. 
On the 15th of the fecond month following he took 
his journey with his grandfon D. E. towards Briftol. 
He had a meeting at Leominfter, and at Rofs in Here- 
fbrdfhire, and thence went to Briftol, and lodged at 
Charles Harford's, jun. where he vifited friends at 
their yearly-meeting, and ftaid about a week ; and on 

the 
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the 30th of the fecond month, fet forward towards 
London, and came to French- hay, and had a meet* 
ing there. The ift of the third month he had a 
meeting at Sodbury in Glouce&erfhire ; the 5th at 
Cirencefter ; the 8th at Oxford, being the firft day 
Of the week, where many of the fcholars came in* 
and were rude for fome time ; but after our friend 
Richard Davies had fpoke a while in the meeting, 
they became more fobeT; fome of them fate down, 
and ftaid till the eonciufion of the meeting; and 
friends took notice that the meeting was much more 
t|uiet than ufual. From thence he went to Henley, 
and had a meeting there ; and fo to Windfor, where 
he had a meeting j thence he went to London, and 
lodged at his friend and kinfman's Thomas Lloyd's. , 
He attended the yearly-meeting, and ftaid in and about 
,the city, vifiting friends at their meetings, until the 
19th ot the fourth month ; at which time he returned 
homewards, and bad a meeting the aid at Chefham, 
where William Bingley was \ the 22d they had a 
meeting at Aylefbury; and went thence to their 
yearly-meeting at Banbury, where were many friends 
from divers parts. The 28th he came to WorceHer> 
Willidm Bmgley (til! accompanying Mm* where they 
had a meeting. The 30th he went to Droitwieh, and 
had a meeting there.' The 1 ft of the fifth -month he 
had a meeting at Bromfgrovej the 2d at Birming- 
ham! and lodged at John Pembertbn's 5 the 4th he 

went 
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went to the quarterly-meeting at Wolverhampton, and 
pafled thence to Stourbridge, and lodged at Ambrofe 
Crowley's : and fo upon the 9th of the fifth month, 
1706, be returned fafe home to his family at Clod* 
diecochion, near Welch-pool, having been away near 
three months. - 

After this journey he continued moftly at home, in 
his ufual health, and vifited feveral neighbouring meet- . 
ings. In the latter end of We eighth month, he was 
at the burial of an ancient woman friend, Anne Tho- 
mas, in Salop, and at feveral other burials near home ; 
at which times he often had very good fervice, and 
people would hear him gladly, for he had a folid and 
grave delivery, and was wife and found in his matter, 
which was very taking with moft people. 

His lait ficknefs was very fhort; for on the fixth 
day of the week he was at Welch- pool, and finding 
himfelf not well, went home, and the next day kept 
the houfe. On firft-day following feveral friends 
went to fee him from Dolobran meeting, and had a 
little opportunity to wait together upon the Lord with 
him. He fpoke very little to any ; and his pain con- 
tinuing upon him, the next day, being the 22d of the 
firft month, 1707-8, about the ninth hour in the 
morning, he quietly departed this life, being in the 
feventy-third year of his age. 

The 25th being the day appointed for his burial* 
many friends from divers parts, and other people, met 

at 
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at his houfe at Cloddiecochion, and his body was borne * 
I by them to the grave-yard, near his own houfe, and 
' _ there decently interred near his wife's gVave. In the 
I grave-yard there was held a folemn meeting, and fe- 
l . veral teflimonies were bor/ie, in the power and life of 
I truth, to the general fatisfa&ion of the people. 
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